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PREFACH.

Wi do not present this book to the public as a model literary
effort, but expect it to be classed with county histories only.
Neither do we claim it to be a eomplete history, since no complete
history was ever written. But we do claim it to be a record of
the most important items that could bhe collected by one person in
over two years of unceasing labor. The object of the book is to
preserve certain valuable items relative to the county’s past and
present, which, but for the preparation of such a book, could not
have been collected. With the failing memories of the citizens,
and the passing away of many of the pioneers, the opportunity for
obtaining such items would soon have been lost.

The writer has spared neither time, trouble nor expense, and in
addition to riding 172 miles by rail within the limits of the county,
has traveled, by actual count, in a ecarriage, 883 miles, stopping
for neither cold nor stormy weather. Doubtless some mistakes occur
but our best judgment has been used, and we have conscientiously
striven to keep out as many errors as possible. Since not more
than ten men out of every hundred interviewed could give the
exact date of their marriage, it will not be strange if some of the
dates are wrong. A number of men could not give the number of
their children without stopping to count them up. Several would
have left out one of their children’s names had not the child
appeared during the interview. One man averred he had ten
children, but upon counting them over time and again, said, *‘I
guess there are only nine, but I thought there were ten!” Upon
asking one man if any of his children were in the army, he said.

»

“Yes, a boy and_a girl,” which statement he afterward contra-

dicted. Frequently people are unable to give “the names of their
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married sisters, their grandchildren, and, in some cases, their own
children, even. One or two men actually had to study awhile
before they could give the names of their own wives. After such
answers having been given relating to personal items supposed to
be well established in each person’s mind, if mistakes oecur in this
book, they will be the more readily excused, or at least the people
will know some of the disadvantages we have labored junder in
obtaining facts.

There are some worthy and important persons in the county
whom we failed to see, which fact is regretted, but it would take
many more than one trip over the county ere all of the®over
fifteen thousand of the county’s inhabitants could be found at home,
or at leisure sufticient to be interviewed. Although we advertised
in the county papers for personal matter, many that we wished to
hear from did not reply. Although over one hundred pages have
been added that were not promised to our patrons, still we were
obliged to cut out some of the personal items. We have endeav-
ored, however, to leave out the sketch of no person who encouraged
us to go on with the publishing by agreeing to take one of the
books.

In our travels among the old settlers we- heard a great deal
about the hospitality of the old times, and we want to take this
opportunity to assure the public that the county still retains a great
deal of that estimable virtue. In the majority of cases we were
greeted cordially by the people, and many times were we enter-
tained cheerfully in the homes in the county.

We wish to extend thanks to the people who have encouraged
and befriended us in any way in the preparation of this work.
Especially do we thank the old settlers who took the pains to
recite their deeds of years ago. We also acknowledge the assist-
ance of Mrs. N. D. Scovell in the preparation of the article on
geology, and we are grateful for the assistance rendered by Miss
Nettic Adams in the arrangement of some of the final notes for
the book.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF ILLINOIS.

CHAPTER L
TOPOGRAPHY OF ILLINOIS.

LLINOIS, in common with several other states, has the proud dis-

tinction of lying within the Mississippi valley. This fact alone

places it on an equality with some of the most magnificent states in the
Union. .

In area, Illinois contains about 55,581 square miles of territory.
The greatest length from north to south is near 380 miles. The ex-
treme breadth is a little over 200 miles. It lies between 87° &’ and
42° 30’ north latitude. Extending thus through a range of over five
degrees of latitude, its climate is quite varied, permitting the growth
of semi-tropical plants as well as those which are common to the north
temperate zone. An excellent system of drainage is furnished by the
2,000 miles of navigable rivers which bound, or take their course
throngh, portions of the state.

. Ilinois is bounded on the north by Wisconsin. The waters of
Lake Michigan, the only one of the great lakes wholly within the
United States, form a northeastern boundary line of about sixty miles
in length. Indiana and the Wabash river form the eastern boundary
line, while the Ohio river, on the southeast and south, separates the
State from Kentucky. Illinois is separated from Iowa and Missouri by
the Mississippi river, which forms a boundary line about five hundred
miles long. :

The general surface of the country is level or slightly rolling.
Near the large streams, especially in the southern part of the state,
quite good-sized hills are found. The highest lands, however, are “ The
Mounds,” in the northwestern part of the state. From these mounds,
which have an altitude of over 1,000 feet above the level of the sea, to
the southern part of the state, there is a gradmal slope of the land
toward the southwest. This slope of the country causes the general
course of the streams to be toward the Mississippi river.

The Desplaines river, rising in the southeastern part of Wisconsin,

and the Kankakee river, which rises in northern Indiana, unite in
9
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Grundy county, Illinois, to form the Illinois river — the largest in the
state. The Illinois flows alnost directly west across La Salle county,
until, in Putnam county, it makes a bend, and from thence on to its
mouth, about twenty miles above the mouth of the Missouri, the gen-
eral course is southwest. This river is near five hundred miles long,
and is navigable by steamers to La Salle. The Illinois and Michigan
canal, extending from this place to Chicago, opens commnnication by
water between the Mississippi river and the Great Lakes. The Rock
river in the northern and the Kaskaskia in the southern part are the
other principal tributaries of the Mississippi within the state. The
Wabash receives the waters of the Embarras, Little Wabash, and
Saline Creek, which are the principal streams in southeastern Illinois.
Besides the streams mentioned there are many of smaller size, the ma-
jority of which flow toward the Mississippi. This state is somewhat
remarkable for the small number of lakes and ponds within its
boundaries.

Although Illinois is known as the “ Prairie State,” still it eontains
a great amount of timber, which is found along all the water-courses.
It is a noticeable fact that the amount of timber is constantly on the
increase. The prairies, which were once covered with tall grass and
flowers, are now dotted here and there with groves of trees, and the
cereals have taken the place of the grasses.

The material resources of Illinois are many. Its minerals are a
constant source of wealth. Zine, copper, fire-clay, and many varieties
of building stone are found. The Galena lead mines alone would
make the state famous, while the coal mines secem exhaustless.

But the agricultural products go beyond all these. It has been
said that ‘ perhaps no other country of the same extent on the face of
the globe can boast a soil so ubiquitous and its distribution so univer-
sally productive.” Illinois “is a garden four hundred miles long, and
one hundred and fifty miles wide.” Portions of the state have been
under constant cultivation since the beginning of the French oceupa-
tion at Kaskaskia, over one hundred and fifty years ago.



CHAPTER IL

ORIGIN OF THE PRAIRIES.

LLINOIS has long been known as the * Prairie State.” By this

appellative ler fame has been carried from country to country all
around the world. Nor has this state been made unjustly famous.
The prairies are her pride, and well they may be, for it is owing to
their extent and fertility that Illinois has made such rapid advances in
civilization. At first their great beanty was their chief attraction.
All early writers on the subject, as well as the early settlers of the
state, agree in the statement that the vegetable growth on the prairies
was, in their time, more profuse than now. The grass grew very high,
and when it waved to a summer’s breeze it seemed to the pioneer that
a sea of great extent stretched out before his vision. A feeling of awe
came over him,—that feeling which always comes upon beholding
Nature’s great handiwork. Marquette, in his account of his first voyage
on the Illinois river, over two hundred years ago, made special men-
tion of the beauty and fertility of the prairies.

After their beauty and grandeur, the prairies’ next attraction was
their utility. Gov. Reynolds said of them: “It is one of the great
elements in the rapid growth of Illinois that such large and fertile
prairies exist in the state. Nature has made the prairies the finest and
most fertile fields in the Union, and has prepared them for.cultivation.”
The experience of persons who have lived since Gov. Reynolds’ time
proves that his statement is still a truthful one.

One cannot look upon the broad and beautiful prairies without a
fecling of wonder as to their origin, which has been a subject of thought
for years, and of which there can yet be only conjecture.

In dealing with this subject we can but give the opinion of persons
who have given it their long and thoughtful attention. Judge Caton,
of Ottawa, Illinois, and H. W. Beckwith, of Danville, Illinois, have
both written very instrnctive and interesting articles on the subject.
The unwritten opinions of many of the early settlers of the state should
not be disregarded, for such men, although in many cases having but
little scientific knowledge of geology and botany, are remarkable for
their deep insight into the visible workings of nature.

The various prairies in different parts of the earth have originated,
most likely, through various causes. It would, then, be wrong to

attribute the origin of all to the supposed causes which led to the
1
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origin of some special prairie. Illinois prairies, it may be, had an origin
entirely different from that of the prairies in the western part of the
United States.

One of the first theories, and one that is still held by many, is that
our prairies here were produced by fire. It ie certain that at an early
day great fires swept over this state. Ofttimes, within the remem-
brance of some of the early settlers here, portions of forests have been
entirely burnt down. In course of time these settlers have seen the
_prairie grass take complete possession of the ground where great trees
“had stood.

Gov. Reynolds said: “Many learned essays are written on the ori-
gin of the prairies, but any attentive observer will come to the conclu-
sion that it is fire bnrning the strong, high grass that caunsed the
prairies.” He further said, in speaking of the forests of southern Illi-
nois: “I have witnessed the growth of the forests in the southern
counties, and know there is more timber in them now than there was
forty or fifty years before. The obvious reason is that the fire is kept
out. This is likewise the reason the prairies are generally the most
fertile soil. The vegetation in them was the strongest, and the fires
there burnt with the most power.” It will be seen that the timber
in the north part of the state is found only on-the margins of streams
and other places where the prairie fires could not reach it.”

A later opinion, and one that is held by some of the best geologists
in the United States, is that the prairies were formed by water rather
than by fire. Judge Catonsays: “ That the prairies,—that is, the land
itself,—have been formed under water, except the very limited portion
of the surface which has been added from decomposed animal and veg-
etable matter since their emergence, will not be questioned by anyone
of the least observation ; but that is not the main question involved in
the present inquiry. Why are they not covered with forests?”

Judge Caton agrees, in general, with Prof. Lesquereanx, who pre-
pared a paper for the Geological Survey of Illinois, and thinks that
the prairies were formed under water. He, however, disagrees with
the Professor in the particular process of formation under water: and
the fact that the elements of the soil of the prairies are such that are
not conducive to forest growth. The Judge further says: “I en-
tirely concur in the popular opinion that among the most important
of the causes which have produced this interesting result is fire, while
the exhaustion and replenishing the soil with their particular elements
have, no doubt, had their influence.” ¢The hard, impenetrable char-
acter of the sward, formed by most of the herbaceous vegetation of the
prairies, forms a serious impediment to the germination of seeds of
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, trees, when, by accident, they fall upon it. It is not the composition
of the soil that prevents the germination of this class of seeds, but
whatever difficulty is experienced in this regard arises from the me-
chanical cause above suggested.” ¢ The cause of the absence of trees
on the upland prairies is the problem most important to the agricult-
ural interests of our state, and it is the inquiry which alone I propose
to consider, but I cannot resist the remark that wherever we do find
timber throughout this broad field of prairie it is always in or near
the humid portions of it,—as along the margins of streams, or upon
or near the springy uplands.” “If the head-waters of streams on the
prairies are most frequently without timber, so soon as they have at-
tained sufficient volume to impede the progress of the fires, with very
few exceptions, we find forests on their borders becoming broader and
more vigorous as the magnitude of the streams increases.” ¢ Another
fact, always a subject of remark among the dwellers on the prairie, I
regard as conclusive evidence that the prairie soils are peculiarly
adapted to the growth of trees is, that wherever the fires have been
kept from the groves by the settlers, they have encroached upon the
prairies, unless closely depastured by the farmer’s stock or prevented
by cultivation. This fact 1 regard as established by careful observa-
tion of more than thirty years, during which time I have been an in-
terested witness of the settlement of this country,—from a time when
a few log cabins, many miles apart, built in the borders of the groves,
alone were met with, till now nearly the whole of the great prairies, in
our state at least, are brought under cultivation by the industry of the
husbandmen. Indeed, this is a fact as well recognized by settlers as
that corn will grow upon the prairies when properly cultivated. Ten
years ago I heard the observation made, by intelligent and observing
men, that within the preceding twenty-five years the area of the tim-
ber in the prairie portions of the state had actnally doubled by the
spontaneous extension of natural groves. However this may be, cer-
tain it is that the encroachments of the timber upon the prairie have
been universal and rapid, whenever not impeded by fire or other phys-
ical causes, without regard to the constituents of the soil.”

Hon. J. D. Caton’s article on the origin of the prairies delivered
before the Chicago Historical Society, is so to the point that we have
quoted quite extensively from it.

Mr. H. W. Beckwith says, in the conclusion of his article on the
subject in his “ Historic Notes of the Northwest”: “The prairies of
Illinois and Indiana were born of water and preserved by fire for the
children of civilized men who have come to take possession of them.”



CHAPTER IIL

THE MOUND BUILDERS.

HO were they? What were they? Whence came they? What
, became of them? These are questions which the civilized world
has for nearly four centuries been trying to answer. Although some of
the best minds of the world have been at work for years trying to
solve the mystery connected with these people, still their conclusions
are but conjectures. The astonishment of the Europeans when first
they knew that the New World was peopled with a race difterent from
‘any before known, was more than equaled by that prodnced when,
many years later, it became known that a race was here long previous
to Indian habitation. Antiquarians say, now, that the Europeans are
the fourth race to people America.

Evidence in regard to the early races was not obtained from the
Indians. Their earliest traditions told nothing of the builders of the
wonderful and magnificent cities, the remains of which are found in
various parts of Mexico and Central America. Neither could any-
thing be obtained from them in regard to the earthworks of the United
States, which are so numerous in places, and are scattered all the way
from the southern shore of Lake Ontario southwesterly to Mexico.
The original inhabitants of this great country passed out of existence
leaving almost nothing for the later inhabitants to know of them save
what is inherent in the grand and ofttimes magnificent ruins scattered
from the Great Lakes to the Andean P’lateau.

The inhabitants of Mexico and Peru at the time of the Spanish
conquest had some traditions relating to their predecessors, but all
were of so conflicting a nature that but very little could be obtained
from them. Aaztec traditions indicate that Mexico was once occupied
by a savage people, supposed to be the first owners of the land. These
savages were displaced by a more civilized race which came in ships.
This people was, in turn, conquered by another civilized people, who
united with the former inhabitants. Allowing that there may be
truth in these traditions, it has been suggested that the original mound-
builders were a branch or colony of the second of the races which emi-
grated to Mexico, and that they finally were attracted to the warmer
climates, where they conquered and united with the people already
there. These three peoples probably furnished the eurious and inag-
nificent structures the ruins of which have been objects of wonder-

ment for so many modern minds.
14
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The great number and magnitude of the ruins in Mexico, Central
America, and South America, show that these countries were once
quite densely populated. The time of the building and occupation of
the cities now in such utter ruin and desolation is almost beyond con-
jecture. From the present crumbling condition of the once massive
stone strnctures, it would seem that, in point of time, they long ante-
date the Egyptian and other noted rnins of the Old World. Judging
from their art displayed in various utensils, and in the construction of
the magnificent edifices, the inhabitants of ancient Mexico and Central
America were much more civilized than those of the United States.

The great number and massiveness of the earthworks found in the
United States are no less a matter of speculation than are the more
artistic ruins found farther south. ~ These earthworks are of divers
shapes, and were evidently designed for various purposes. Some of
themn are ruins of forts; of these some are rectangular, others are
square; some are protected by outer embankments, while almost all
are surrounded by ditches. Ohio, probably, contains the greater num-
ber and the most interesting forts. On the banks of the Saline river,
in Illinois, there was fonnd the remains of a stone fort having walls
four or five feet high. The remainrs of a walled town was found on
Paint ereek in Ohio.

Mounds of various sizes have been found in many of the states.
In many instances these mounds seem to have been originally intended
for burial-places. In general, these earthen tombs were for single fami-
lies or persons, the size of the mound indicating the rank held by the
persons while living, The Indians used some of these mounds for burial-
places, which accounts for the many skeletons sometimnes found in
them. Illinois has the honor of containing the largest mound in the
United States. It is called the Calhidkia Mound, and is about six miles
northeast of St. Lounis. This mound was, ere modern improvement
marred its shape and diminished its size, in the shape of a parallelo-
gram, having sides seven hundred and five hundred feet respectively
in length. Its height was ninety feet. A large terrace on the south-
west was reached by a winding road. The summit was truncated, and
in the middle of the large platform thus formed was a conical monnd
about ten feet high. This mound contained human bones, as well as
the remains of various articles and untensils. The most probable sup-
position is that a temple of wood, or other perishable material, origi-
nally stood on this mnound. Here high priests performed religious rites,
which were witnessed by multitudes of’ people from below.*.

Illinois contains a great number of smaller mounds. These are

* Foster's ** Prehistoric Races.”
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often arranged in groups. Mr. Foster, in his “Prehistoric Races,”
mentions a group of fifty-nine mounds found ou the banks of the
Merom river. Some of the earthworks assume the shape of gigantic
animals. Adams county, Ohio, contains a mound in the shape of a
monstrous serpent one thousand feet in length. Northern Illinois and
Wisconsin contain the majority of these animal mouunds.

It is supposed that the mound-builders were sun-worshipers. This
conclusion was deduced from various facts. The finding of mounds,
such as that at Cahokia, which were evidently used as the bases for
temples; the placing of the dead with their heads toward the east,
the openings of tombs and forts being toward the east, and finally the
finding of rude carvings representing the sun,—all lead to, the conclu-
sion that the mound-builders were sun-worshipers.

What remains that have been found of this curious people show
that in civilization they were far in advance of the Indians. They
mined and quarried stone; they were acquainted with the curative
propertics of salt; they had a national religion, and they built a great
line of defense for protection from their enemies. The great size and
number of their works showed that the government must have been
such that the many were ruled absolutely by the few. No similarity
can be found between this government and that of the Indians.
There is certainly a similarity between the works of the mound-build-
ers and those of the ancient inhabitants of Mexico. It is Dr. Foster’s
opinion that the mound-builders were expelled from the Mississippi
valley by a barbarous race, and that refuge was taken in and aboat
Central America, where their civilization became more complete.
They thus left bchind them the magnificent edifices the ruins of
which have elicited the admiration of so many.

Quite an excellent proof of the antiquity of the mound-builders
was evinced when a comparison was made between the bodies found
in the earthworks and some of those found in the Old World having
a known time of burial. Considering the unfavorable conditions for
preservation of the latter as compared with the favorable conditions of
the former, the condition of the bodies when found in works of
the ‘mound-builders show a much longer interment. The conclusion
is arrived at that the mound-builders were here at least two thousand
years ago.

Now, when these massive stone and earthen works have silently
and majestically borne down to us, throngh the long vistas of centu-
ries, the undeniable fact that this was, in reality, a sister land to that of
the most ancient Romans, Greeks and Egyptians, we pause in awtul
wonderment. It is with a feeling akin to reverence that we think of
the beings who were here such ages and ages ago.



CHAPTER 1IV.

THE FRENCH IN ILLINOIS.

IN 1534, seven years before De Soto discovered the Mississippi river,
Jacques Cartier, a French explorer, discovered the gulf and river
St. Lawrence. The name was given to the gulf the next year, at the
close of Cartier's second voyage. Cartier’s discoveries were soon made
kuown, and France immediately attempted to execute a plan for the
colonization of New France, as Canada was first called. Various
attempts were made, but all proved failures. For a time, while
France was employed with domestic troubles, no attempts at coloniza-
tion were made. It was not, therefore, until 1608, when France had
peace at home, that the first permanent settlement was made in Can-
ada. In this year Quebec was founded by Samuel Champlain. In
writing of Champlain, Mr. Ridpath says that to him “more than to
any other man,— more than to the French government itself, —the
success of the North American colonies of France must be attributed.”

Champléin, upon his return in 1615 from a visit tp France, brought
with him some Recollet monks, who came actuated solely by religious
motives. After establishing many missions, they found their field of
labor too great for so few laborers, and the Jesuits of France were
appealed to. They came, actnated by the same religious zeal that the
Recollet monks possessed. Illinois, and in fact all the great North-
west, owes not a little to the pure lives and deep religious bearing of
the French missionaries.

Nicholas Perrot was the first Enropean to tread the soil of Illinois.
Over two hundred years ago, in 1670,* he was sent as an agent of the
Canadian government to call a meeting of the western Indians at St.
Mary’s. This peace convention was a movement preparatory to what
finally led to the discovery of the Mississippi river. Perrot, after
visiting other tribes in the Northwest, proceeded to the village of the
Miamas, at what is now Chicago. Illinois did well to rear her great-
est city where her earliest European visitor placed first his foot upon
her yielding soil.

In 1672 % two Jesuit ministers, Allotiez and Dablon, starting from
their mission on Green Bay, passed through the northern part of Illi-
nois to visit the Fox, Masquotine and Kickapoo Indians.

Not yet was the idea of the western passage to the Pacific given up.

* Bancroft.
17
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M. Talon, the intendant of Canada, selected Louis Joliet and Jacques
Marquette to assist in unvailing the great mystery. Before definite
arrangements for the expedition were made, the intendant and gov-
ernor were succeeded by other men. The new governor, Count Fron-
tenac, upon the recommendation of Talon, placed Joliet and Marquette
in charge of the western expedition.

~ Joliet was a native of Quebec, and was born in 1645. Hé was
energetic, had a good education, and was well qualified for the task
before him. He had been educated for a priest, but he found his life-
work in another direction. For some time previons to his appoint-
ment with Marqunette hie had been a trader among the Indians. After
his voyage with Marquette he did further service for the king. As a
reward for all of his services he received the island of Anticosti. He,
after this, caused his name to be written Joliet d’Anticosty. Some of
his deseendants are still living in Canada, and are yet in possession of
his seigniory.*

Marquette was the greater man of the two. He was born at Laon,
France, in 1637. He united with the Jesuits at an early age, and in
1666 was sent to America. On account of his wonderfnl determina-
tion and integrity, his kindness and his deep religious. feeling, he
became the most’beloved and most suceessful of all the Indian mission-
aries.

Joliet joined Margnette at Mackinaw. Marquette said in speaking
of their appointment, * Our joy at being chosen for this expedition
roused our courage and sweetened the labor of rowirg from morning
to night.” From Mackinaw Strait, in company with several other
Frenchmen, these men started May 17, 1673, on their renowned ex-
pedition. Green Bay was reached, and on the Fox river an Indian
village was tound. After stating their mission to the wondering Al-
gonquins, and after obtaining two Indian guides, the voyagers pro-
ceeded up the Fox river and across the Portage, when the Wisconsin
river was réached. The guides retnrned leaving the Frenchmen
“alone in an unknown country in the hands of Providence.”
“France and Christianity stood in the valley of the Mississippi.”
Passing down the Wisconsin river, in all its early June beauty, the
voyagers reached the Great River on the 17th of June 1673. With
untold joy they looked upon the mighty water. With thrilling
hearts they eagerly entered the swift current and “the two birch-bark
canoes, raising their happy sails under new skies and to unknown
breezes, floated down the calm magnificence of the ocean stream.”

*H. W. Beckwith's ¢ Historic Notes of the Northwest.”
4 Bancroft.
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About sixty leagnes below the mouth of the Wisconsin a little foot-
path was seen leading westward from the river. Joliet and Mar-
quette, the first white men in Towa, went alone in search of the In-
dians. After going six or eight miles they found, on the banks of the
Des Moines river, some Illinois Indians, who received themkindly.
An aged chief addressed them thus: * How beautiful is the sun, O
Frenchmen, when thou eomest to visit us! All our town awaits thee,
and thou shalt enter all our cabins in peace.” After six days’ delay
Marquette and Joliet, escorted by many of the savages, returned to
their canoes. As the voyagers journeyed on down the river each day’s
travel brought new beauties to their view, and ere long the mouth of
the Illinois river was rcached. The muddy waters of the Missouri
soon furnished to them a new object of wonderment. After passing
the mouth of the Ohio, and upon nearing the mouth of the Arkansas,
they were convinced that the waters of the Mississippi did not reach
the Pacific ocean. They therefore decided to return.

Indians had been encountered at various places during the down-
ward voyage. The return voyage was begun in the heat of July.
Upon reaching the mouth of the Illinois river the Indians persnaded
the travelers to follow up that river, thus finding an easier trip to
Green Bay. While moving rapidly against the gentle current of the
Illinois river, Marquette, though suffering from an illness contracted
-in the south, found ready enjoyment in the magnificent seenery which
was continnally being presented to their view. The blossoming
flowers, the bounding deer, the roaming buffalo, all added to the in-
terest of the scene before them. As they passed up the river, almost
reluctantly their lingering eyes left the beauties in their rear, yet
with eagerness they anticipated what was before them.

Upon arriving at Kaskaskia, a town of the Illinois Indians on the
present site of the town of Utica in La Salle county, they procured
guides and the party soon reached Chicago. From thence they jour-
neyed on to Green Bay. Upon 1eaching this place Marquette decided
to remain at his mission while Joliet went with accounts of their dis-
coveries to Quebee.

After nearly a year spent in trying to regain his health, Marquette
started on what proved to be his last missionary expedition. In Oc-
tober, 1674, he started, with two Frenchmen and some Indians, to
Kaskaskia, where he proposed to found a mission. His malady re-
turned upon his reaching Chicago, and the winter was spent in a hut
on the banks of the river. The following March he continued his
journey to Kaskaskia, and the first Jesuit mission was founded in Illi-
nois. The Indians took regretful leave of the good man when he
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started for Mackinaw, which he hoped to reach ere his death.
But it was not thus to be. On the 19th of May he was obliged to
pause in his journey. His companions built a hut for him on the
banks of the st~am which bears his name. Here, in America’s great
wilderness, where he had ever loved to tell of his unshaken faith, Mar-
quette’s spirit passed upward to his Maker.

After Champlain, Robert Cavalier de La Salle was the next great
French explorer to leave the “vine-clad hills of sunny France” and
brave the trials and misfortunes in the New World. Robert de La Salle
was the son of a wealthy burgher in Rouen, and was born in 1643.
He was deprived of his patrimony by his early connections with the
Jesuits. Pinding his sphere somewhat limited, he made an lionorable
withdrawal from the Jesunits and followed his brother, a St. Sulpitian
priest, to America. While preparing for the settlement of the grant
of land which was presented to him, he became acquainted with nine
different Indian languages and dialects.

Upon hearing of the Ohio river from Seneca Indians, La Salle re-
solved to attempt to discover the Western Passage to Asia. Although
he failed to obtain help from the government, he was not to be baffled
in his desire. He sold his grant of land and thus prepared for his
expedition. A missionary expedition, which the Seminary was pre-
paring for the northwest, was merged into La Salle’s expedition, and
in July, 1669, the explorers began their journey. The missionary part
of this expedition proved a failure. La Salle, however, amid perplexing
trials, won for himself an everlasting crown of glory,— won the honor
of discovering the Ohio river. )

After returning to France, La Salle came back to America with
renewed energy and additional means for carrying on his pet project.
In 1679 a vessel, the Griffin, was constructed on the Niagara river,
and was destined for an expedition on the Great Lakes. La Salle, in
company with Tonti, Hennepin and others, embarked in the vessel in
August 1679. Green Bay was reached, and the fated Griffin was sent
toward Canada, while La Salle with his remaining men started in
canoes to the St. Joseph river. Upon the completion of Fort Miama,
on the St. Joseph river, La Salle continued his journey, and sought to
find the Illinois river. Before the end of December, La Salle, Tonti
and IMennepin, with two other men, glided joyfully down the Illinois
river and soon reached the Indian village of Kaskaskia. The six hun-
dred cabins were deserted, and La Salle, after helping himself to some
stored corn, passed on down the river. -They soon entered Lake
Peoria, and at its lower extremity the friendly Illinois Indians were
found.
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Notwithstanding the triendship of the Indians dark days were
ahead for La Salle. He already feared the loss of the Griffin, and, too,
his men became discontented. When La Salle planned and began to
build a fort on the banks of the Illinois river, below the Peoria lake,
thwarted by destiny and almost despairing he named the fort ¢ Creve-
ceeur,” or the “ Broken Heart.”

These trials afforded but another opportunity for La Salle to show
forth his great determination and will power. His men were led to
construct 2 bark on the Illinois river. Hennepin was sent on an expe-
dition to the upper Mississippi; Tonti was left in charge of Fort Creve-
cceur, while La Salle, with but three companions, started on foot for
Fort Frontenac, in Canada. On his way up the river La Salle visited
the Illinois Indians, who had returned to Kaskaskia. While here he
explored the elevation since known as Starved Rock. This rock is
near one hundred and fifty feet in height, and is situated on the south
bank of the Illinois river, about one and one half miles from the
present town of Utica. La Salle, pleased with the rock, afterward
sent word to Tonti to fortify it. After this short pause, La Salle con-
tinued his journey toward Canada. He reached his destination safely
after a long and perilous journey.

Notwithstanding the loss of the Griffin, the receiving of a discour-
aging letter from Tonti at Fort Creve-cceur, and the hearing of the
destruction of Fort St. Joseph, still La Salle was not dismayed. He
obtained necessary supplies, and with twenty-five men returned to Illi-
nois. Upon reaching Kaskaskia they found it deserted. The houses were
burned, and buzzards feasted on the fetid remains of the slaughtered
Indians. The dreaded Iriquois had evidently made their threatened
invasion. After searching in vain for Tonti, La Salle went on down
the river. The deserted and partially destroyed Fort Creve-cceur was
found — but no Tonti. La Salle sadly continued his course to the
Mississippi river, when, in despair of finding the missing ones, he
resolved to return to Fort Miama.

Tonti, in the meantime, after the desertion of some of his men,
had found refuge with the Indians at Kaskaskia. Here he remained
until the arrival of the Iriquois. Previous to the open attack, Tonti
had worked hard on both sides endeavoring te obtain peace. He had
risked lhis life in vain, and finally, being distrusted by the Indians, he
started with what remained of his company for Green Bay.

La Salle next conceived and executed ,the plan of getting the
Illinois and Miama Indians to unite for defense against the Iriquois.
He started again for Canada. and on his way met Tonti at Mackinaw.

Upon reaching Canada another expedition was fitted out for the
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valley of the Mississippi. This party reached the Mississippi on the
6th of February 1682. On the 6th of April the Great Gult was be-
fore them, and on the 9th of April, 1682, La Salle, in the name of
Louis XTIV of France, took possession of the Mississippi valley. The
anticipated goal was reached, and the travelers made preparations for
returning to Mackinaw.

From Mackinaw La Salle expected to go to France, but hearing of
the Indian troubles in Illinois he returned and built Fort St. Louis on
Starved Rock. La Salle next went to Canada, leaving Tonti in charge
of Fort St. Lonis. From Canada he went to France to fit up an expe-
dition via the Gulf of Mexico to the Mississippi valley. He succeeded
in starting from France with four ships and two hundred and eighty
men. Unfortunately the mouth of the Mississippi was passed, and the
party landed at Matagorda bay. A fort was built here, and named St.
Louis, in honor of the king.

La Salle, failing to find either gold or the Mississippi river, started
with twenty men overland toward Canada. His men were dissatisfied,
and finally in one of their quarrels La Salle’s nephew was killed.
While seeking for his nephew La Salle was shot by one of his men.
Such was the death of this bold adventurer. :

“For force of will and vast conceptions; for various knowledge and
quick adoption of genius to untried circumstances; for a sublime mag-
nanimity that resigned itself to the will of heaven, and yet triumphed
over afiliction by energy of purpose and unfaltering hopes, he had no
guperior among his countrymen.” *

De Soto discovered the lower Mississippi, and Joliet and Marquette
discovered the upper part of the river; but to La Salle will be yielded
the honor of starting colonization in the great central valley of the
west. .

In the preparation of this article on the French explorations the
following works have been consulted: Bancroft’s ¢Ilistory of the
United States,” vol. iii; Ridpath’s “ History of the United States”;
Davidson and Stuvé’s « History of Illinois”; H. W. Beckwith’s ¢ His-
toric Notes of the Northwest”; Peck’s “Annals of the West,” and
Parkman’s “ Northwest.”

* Bancroft.
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CHAPTER V.
INDIANS IN ILLINOIS.

“Alas! for them—their day is o’er,
Their fires are out from hill to shore ;
No more for them the wild deer bounds;
The plough is on their hunting grounds ;
The pale man’s axe rings through their woods;
The pale man’s sail skims o’er their floods ;
Their pleasant springs are dry;
Their children—look ! by power oppressed,
Beyond the mountains of the west
Their children go—to die.”
Cras. SPRAGUE.

THE present Indians of the United States constitute, it is sup-
posed, the third distinet race which has inhabited North America.
Their origin is still but a matter of conjecture. The most common
supposition, however, is that they sprang from some of the early peo-
ples of Asia. According to Indian tradition they came from the
northwest. Their ‘“‘happy hunting grounds’ were always toward the
west. The Algonquin and Iroquois branches of the American Indians
are the only ones which played a conspicuous part in Illinois history.

The principal part of the Iroqueis country was in what is now the
State of New York. The five principal tribes of the Iroquois—the
Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas and Senecas—constituted the
famous Iive Nations of New York. It has been considered by some
that these nations showed the Indian in his most favorable aspect—
that the Iroquois Indian was the bravest, most patriotic and most
eloquent of all the Indians. A later opinion, however, is that the Algon-
quins, from the same latitude, were fully their equals in courage,
patriotism and eloquence.

The territory of’ the Algonquin Indians completely surrounded that
of the Iroquois, and extended far to the north, south and west. The
Algonquins were on the St. Lawrence at the time of the French dis-
coveries there; they were found as far south as South Carolina, and
Marquette and La Salle found them in the Mississippi valley. The
Algonquins embraced the Ottawas, Chippewas, Pottawatomies, Sacs
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and Foxes, Kickapoos, Illinois, and several other tribes. The-majority
of the Indians who made Illinois their home belonged to the Illinois
tribe.

TLLINOIS INDIANS.

The word Illinois is derived from Illini, an Indian term meaning
‘‘real or superior men.” The French have left their impress upon our
state by giving to its name a Irench termination.

Originally the Illinois confederacy was composed of four tribes,
the Kaskaskias, Cahokias, Tamaroas and Peorias. Not a great while
previons to the appearance of the French in the west, a foreign tribe,
the Michigamies, were taken into the confederacy.

Previous to the diseovery of the upper Mississippi by Marquette
the Illinois Indians had been driven west of that river by the Iroquois.
They afterward returned to their former home, and when Marquette
and Joliet passed up the Illinois river they found some of their tribe
near the present town of Utica, on the Illinois river. After the repul-
sion of the Illinois tribe by the Iroquois the former Indians were in
constant fear of renewed attacks; and they had ground for fear, for in
1680 the Iroquois again made their appearance.

Consternation and fear were depicted in the countenance of*every
inhabitant of the Kaskaskia village when a Shawnee Indian, after
starting for home, hurried back with the news of the invaders’ arrival.
With hurried preparations for war the Illinois crossed the river and
barely reached the plain beyond when the Iroquois emerged in vast
numbers from the woods of the Vermilion river. Some shots were
discharged on both sides, but a partial treaty of peace was made and
the Iroquois reserved their attack until later, when they plundered the
village and pursued the Illinois down the river. Near the mouth of
the Illinois river seven hundred women and children of the Tamaroas
were taken prisoner. Throughout the entire attack the butcheries
were fearful ; men, women and children were numercifully slaughtered.
After the appeasing of their fiendish thirst the Iroqnois retired from
their field of conquest and the remaining Illinois returned to their
desolated homes.

The Iroquois were great warriors, could not remain idle, pre-
tended to subject all other nations to themselves, and never wanted a
pretext for commencing hostilities. They, however, were not always
suceessful in their campaign into the Illinois eountry, and into other
parts of the west. According to tradition, four hundred Iroquois were
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defeated at the mouth of Des Moines river by three hundred Sioux.
Again, on the banks of the Illinois river, some Illinois Indians, at the
instigation of an Indian maiden,* returned after a partial defeat and
completely routed the Iroquois.

The founding at the Kaskaskia village of the earliest Jesuit mission
in Illinois has already been alluded to. This mission, founded in
1675, was removed by Father Gravier to Kaskaskia, in southwestern
Tllinois, some time previous to 1690. Kaskaskia, the oldest town in
INinois, was the last abiding place of the Illinois Indians within the
limits of the state.

Although the Illinois Indians were considered cowardly, treacher-
ous and deceitful, yet the French never had any more faithful allies.
Charlevoix, in the ‘¢ History of New France,” said of them: “If we
except the Abenaqui tribes, they are the only tribe that never sought
peace with their enemies to our prejudice.”

In 1684 there were twelve hundred Illinois warriors in their single
village at La Salle’s colony, at Fort St. Louis, on the Illinois river.
These Indians assisted the IFrench in many instances. They assisted
in the Chickasaw war, and fought against the Natchez Indians in 1729.
They became involved in Pontiac’s great conspiracy, but they had
seemingly lost much of their old thirst for warfare ; and as they did
not show the zeal which Pontiac expected they would, he threatened
them severely. In 1767,% when Pontiac lost his life in the Tlinois
country, the other nations that had answered to Pontiac’s mighty word
of command sought revenge upon the Illinois confederacy. During
this persecution, shortly after the death of Pontiac, occurred the siege
of Starved Rock. Tradition says that a war party of the Illinois
sought refuge at the old Fert St. Louis, on Le Rocher, as the French
called it. Their enemies besieged these warriors until, when near
starving, they grew desperate. One dismal, stormy night they at-
tempted to escape, but they were soon overpowered by their blood-
thirsty enemies. It is said, however, that a few escaped down the
river and joined the remaining Illinois Indians near Kaskaskia. Hence
the name, Starved Rock, by which this rocky promontory is known at
the present time. In 1794 the Illinois Indians were defeated in a war
against the United States. A treaty of peace was made and an annuity
was granted them. They made several moves after this, selling their

* Watscka, the county seat of Iroquois county, perpetuates the namne of this
maiden.—H. W. BEckwrri.
+ H. W. Beckwith.
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land as they left.  Aececording to a letter of Gen. Ilarrison’s, written
in 1814, the Illinois confederacy was reduced, in 1800, to but thirty
warriors, while in 1745 their warriors numbered four thousand. By
rarions treaties their lands were ceded to the United States. They
were moved west of the Missouri, and in 1854 were in eastern Kansas.
In 1867 they moved farther west. There remained, in 1872, but forty
persons, men, women and children, of the once great and powerful
Illinois confederacy.

According to the accounts given by some of the early French mis-
sionaries, the Illinois Indians originally possessed their full share,
probably more than their full share, of Indian vices. Upon the arrival
of the French missionaries they were warmly weleomed by the Illinois,
and soon christianity had ‘‘produced a ehange such as she alone can
produce in morals and disposition.” In the use of the bow and arrow
they were more skillful than any of the surrounding tribes. They
were tall and graceful, and were noted for being swift of foot.

Previous to the coming of the [roquois the Illinois Indians had lived
on the banks of the Illinois river in primitive contentedness. Long
before Perrot reached lllinois these Indians had lived, fought, loved
and worshiped in the beautiful valley of the river which bears their
name. Their swift arrows pierced the hearts of scores of timid bound-
ing deer. The buftalo, in all his mightiness, fell to the ground no less
surely than did the deer when the Illinois bow was raised. They
hunted that they might live. They lived in great simplicity, but with
a kindness to relatives and a royal hospitality to friends and strangers,
that some of their pale-faced successors would do well to imitate.
They fought in defense of kindred and homes, and for their dead.
Cupid’s arrow was no less potent then than now. Trinmphantly the
¢ persistent god” started the mystic dart that pierced with all surety
the hearts of dusky youths and maidens. And here on this broad
rolling prairie, or in the midst of the great forest, which Marquette
said was the Indian’s paradise, these Indians thought ever of the Great
Spirit — their God.

' i SACS AND FOXES.

These tribes originally lived on the banks of the St. Lawrence
river; but lostile tribes drove them westward, and they fought their
way separately to the vicinity of Green Bay. Here, for mutual pro-
tection, these tribes made an alliance which has never been broken.
The Jesunit Allouez found them near Green Bay as early as 1669 or
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1672. e was at first received by them with contempt, but with
Jesuitic patience he labored and finally succeeded in gaining their
contidence and friendship. When Marquette, several vears afterward,
passed through this region he beheld with joy the cross which had been
erected at Allouez’s instigation.

The combined tribes continued their warlike machinations when
they moved to northern Illinois, and while residing there formed
alliances with other nations, and for years harassed the Illinois
Indians on their river and ultimately lielped to drive this tribe south-
ward. They warred frequently against the Irench, and aided the
British against the Americans as late as 1812. They' made several
cessions of land to the United States, and in 1830 that cession was
made which led to the Black Hawk war. After this war these tribes
went to their Jands in Iowa. They were afterward removed to the
Indian Territory. IFrom the year 1825 to that of 1830 these tribes
had suffered a decrease in numbers of’ some 3,000 souls.

TIIE KICKATOOS,

In 1672% Allouez found the Kickapoos on the Milwaukee river.
In 1763 they were situated in the couutry around the soutlavestern
shore of Lake Michigan. They afterward moved farther south; and
still later, at the time of the first settlements in Piatt county they
lived in the vicinity of the Sangamon river, and had a village on
Kickapoo creek, at Elkhart Grove, and at several places in eastern
Tllinois.

It is said that the Kickapoos were somewhat more civilized than
the surrounding tribes ; but be that as it may, in warfare, at least, they
were barbarous. They were very bitter in their hatred of the Illinois
Indians, and for near a century did their share in helping to extermi-
nate that powerful tribe. The Kickapoos reaped their coveted reward,
for they afterward occupied a portion of the coveted Illinois hunting-
grounds. They gained possession of this ground shortly after the
war which followed Pontiac’s death, and were not content to let the
Illinois Indians alone after their retreat to the southern part of the
state. The Kickapoos, in general, had a deep feeling of animosity
toward the whites. They, in connection with several other tribes, did
so much damage by murdering and stealing during the war of 1812
that Gov. Edwards was necessitated to suppress them by military force.

* Bancroft.



30 A BRIEF HISTORY OF ILLINOIS.

After their submission annuities were granted them. Some emigrated
to Mexico, where they still showed their hatred to the whites by mak-
ing inroads over the border.

THE POTTAWATOMIES.

The French found this tribe lying just east of the southern part of
Lake Michigan, and the Jesuits founded a mission among these Indians
on the St. Joseph river. The Iroquois had been instrumental in driv-
ing this tribe westward. A portion located as above mentioned, while
some went farther north.

These Indians were ferocious, and long had strong hatred toward
the English and Americans. They were friendly toward the French
and assisted them in some of their battles. In Pontiac’s war they were
strongly allied to him. They were merciless, and often disguised their
evil intentions under the garb’ of friendship. By thus doing they
massacred almost the entire garrison of a military post on the St.
Joseph river. These Indians, in conjunction with parts of the Ottawa
and Chippewa tribes, were very ferocious and vindietive in the wars
whieh marked the advancement of the whites toward the west. In the
destruetion of life they were the most daring, ernel and fiendish.
Pontiac did well when he gained them as co-workers in his great
satanie seheme of ernelty and bloodshed.

In 1812, under British influence, the Pottawatomies enacted at I'ort
Dearborn® one of the most merciless erimes that human beings have
ever perpetrated. Fort Dearborn was built and garrisoned in 1804.
The traders who came from time to time to this place managed to keep
up a friendly feeling with the Indians. In 1812, during the English and
American war, word was sent for the garrison at this fort to evacunate.
Captain Heald, commander of the garrison, made known, in council
with the Indians the intended evacuation. Signs of hostility were
observed among the Indians, but all fears were mostly quieted upon
the arrival of Captain Wells with some Miami Indians from IFort
Wayne. Early on the morning of Angust 15—the fatal day-—Mr.
Kinzie, one of the prineipal traders at the post, received word from a
friendly Indian that mischief was on foot. At nine o'cloek the party,
escorted by Captain Wells and 500 Pottawatomies, left the fort to the
sound of martial musie. Notwithstanding the Pottawatomies had
])‘ed“ed their honor to see the party safe to Fort Wayne, before they
were beyond the present limits of Chicago these treacherous fiends

* Now Chicagzo.
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made a terrible attack upon the whites, sparing neither men, women nor
children. The American troops fought bravely, and until over half
were killed, before a surrender was made. The Indians soon had
control of the wagons and baggage, and the helpless were massacred
without mercy. The most fearful of all these dread deeds was that
performed by a single young savage who climbed into a wagon and
with his tomahawk dispatched twelve innocent children. Captain
Wells, then a prisoner, upon witnessing this, scene, exclaimed: *If
this be your game, I can kill too,” and he started toward the Potta-
watomie camp. But he soon became a prisoner again, and although
some friendly chiefs tried to save him, a Pottawatomie rode up in the
rear and killed him by a single blow. This man’s heart was cut to
pieces and distributed among the Indians for a token of bravery.
Wells street in Chicago perpetuates the name of this brave man.
During all this terrible scene Mr. Kinzie’s family were guarded by
friendly Indians near the fort. The prisoners taken by the Indians
were widely distributed to varions tribes in Illinois and Wisconsin.
The majority were ransomed at Detroit the next year, while some were
detained a year longer.

The Pottawatomies also took partin the outbreak against the Illinois
Indians, and were benefited by the removal of the ldtter from their cher-
ished land. They were finally removed from Illinois. They fonnd
their way to the Indian Territory, and in 1850 the Pottawatomies only
numbered about 1500 persons.

SIIABBONA.

Shabbona was a peace chief of the Pottawatomies, and was born
near the Maumee river, in Ohio, in 1775.¥ His commanding physical
structure, as well as the noble attributes of his mind, caused him to be
respected by Indian as well as by white man. He was a companion of
Tecumseh in the war of 1812, and was fighting by his side when the
great brave fell, in 1813, at the battle of the Thames. Upon the death
of his wife’s father he became a chief of the Pottawatomies. After
the war of 1812 he was always a friend of the Americans. The
whites owe this Indian an everlasting debt of gratitude for the prompt
action in favor of the whites taken by him during the Black Hawk
trouble. DBlack Hawk endeavored to gain Shabbona’s assistance in his
war, telling him, as an argument, that if they united their tribes they
wonld be in numbers as the trees of the forest. Shabbona replied, ** Yes,

* Lecture before the Chicago Historical Society, by Mr. Wm. Hickling.



32 A BRIEF IISTORY OF ILLINOIS.

and the army of the palefaces you will have to encounter will be as
numerous as the leaves on those trees.” After finding that war must come
Shabbona traveled night and day that he might save the frontier white
settlers. Had the white settlers of Indian Creek heeded Shabbona’s
‘words of warning, that fearful massacre might have been averted. Many
of the people of La Salle county owed the preservation of their lives to
this old peace Indian. For the services rendered by Shabbona to the
whites the government reserved a portion of land at Shabbona’s Grove,
in what is now De Kalb county, and presented him with a pension
of $200. v

‘When his tribe moved to the Pottawatomie reservation, west of’
the Mississippi, Shabbona went also, but he, with his family, returned
to his individual reservation. Ile again went west, but affer one of’
his sons was killed le returned to Illinois, in 1855. Supposing that
Shabbona had deserted his reservation, some speculators sold his land
during his absence. Upon his return Shabbona was hurt by this act,
and sorrowfully said, ‘“‘Shabbona has nothing now.” The citizens of
Ottawa raised by subscription a sufficient amount of money to pur-
chase twenty acres of land in Grundy county, upon which Shabbona.
and his family lived until his death, in 1859. His wife, who weighed
400 pounds, was drowned in Mazon creek, six years after her hus-
band’s death. .

Let those who would ruthlessly push the Indians to the very verge
of' our continent pause and remeinber Shabbona. His life shows what
nobleness there can be in the Indian’s character. lle is a striking
example of the people who hate their enemies and love their friends.
with all their soul. It may be said of him, however, that while his
friendship was of the strongest, his hatred was not so bitter nor so
lasting as that of some of his people. '

ILLINOIS IN PONTIAC'S CONSPIRACY.

Pontiac was born in 1712. His native tribe has long been a mat-
ter of controversy, as several tribes have claimed him. The most
favorable opinion at present, however, is that he belongs to the Sae
tribe. He closely resembled these Indians, and it was the first to
answer his call against the whites. Tt is well known that he was a
chief of the Ottawas, but that probably was because of their being
greater warriors.

Pontiac was first known as an ally of the French. After the fall of
Quebec, in 1759, the long war between France and Ehgland was at an
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end, and Pontiac was too politic to adhere to the cause of the van-
quished, so he made friends with the English upon their taking pos-
session of the French posts. It was when Maj. Robert Rogers was
sent to take possession of the frontier I'rench posts that the great
Pontiac appeared first upon the scene. After passing IFort Niagara
the major landed at the farthest point west the English troops had
been. Soon after their landing Indians made their appearance, evi-
dently to design the purpose of the whites. "Twas then that Rogers
first saw Pontiac, who addressed the whites in rather an arrogant style
and scemed disposed to prevent their continuance to Detroit. DBut the
next morning the sagacious, politic Pontiac reappeared, offered the
peace pipe and designated his desire to live in peace with the English.
The party proceeded, and, owing to Pontiac’s influence among the
hostile tribes, reached Detroit safely. The French commander was
evidently incensed at the appearance of Rogers, but nevertheless the
French garrison filed out of the fort, laid down their arms and gave
place to the English. The Indians who witnessed the transfer could
not understand how a few English could take the place of the French
garrison. When all was explained to them their opinion of the English
began to be exalted, but still they conld not understand why the lives
of the conquered French were not taken:~ Pontiac expected all the
deference from the English that the French had been wont to pay him,
and the English not bestowing this deference, had not been long in
the possession of the conntry ere an awful clond began to hover in
their horizon. The Indians, instigated somewhat by the French, be-
gan to nourish a silent, fearfnl hate of the English. Pontiac’s mind
had not been inactive while these feclings were being aronsed among
the other Indians. Ie began to realize what English supremacy
meant, and he resolved to resist with an awful strength their advance-
ment, and if possible to ‘‘drive the red® dogs into the sea.”

By his own power, and with the assistance of the French, Poutiac
became the leader of at least fifteen Indian nations. Ilis messengers
had been sent near and far until a mighty war cloud was elose upon the
unsuspecting English. :

Pontiac’s plot was to attack all the English posts on the same day
and, after gaining possession, to kill all the English—men, women and
children. Illinois, being still under the French flag, was the rendezvous”
for both I'rench and Indians, and the origin of the great scheme might
be traced there.y The principal scene of action, however, was.east

* Relerriny to the red coats of the Enclish.



34 A BRIEF HISTORY OF ILLINOIS.

of Ilinois, up and about Detroit. Although the plot came near being
discovered, the great day soon arrived.

Throngh artifice nine DBritish posts were captured. In some cases
the garrison was completely surprised. Again the officers were secured
while the Indians were pretending to transact business with them. A
squaw betrayed the ofticer at Maumee by enlisting his sympathies with
a dying man outside the fort. At Michillimackinac— opposite the
present Mackinaw Strait—the Indians played a gaine of ball in honor
of the king’s birthday, and the officers and soldiers of the garrison
were artfully tempted to witness the scene, some even engaged in
betting for the winners. The ball was finally artfully tossed over the
pickets of the fort, and the reckless tumultuous crowd followed it. Then
came the terrible war-whoop, and before the English could scarcely
think the fort was in the hands of the Indians. ~

The formidable Detroit post had been left for Pontiac to gain the
glory of its victory. But he was to reap disappointment. A pretty
Ojibwa maiden who was attached to Gladwyn, the commander of the
fort, went to take him some moceasins and revealed Pontiac’s intricate
plot for the morrow. Accordingly Gladwyn was ready when Pontiac
came for a council meeting the next day. Pontiac’s deep-laid plot was
foiled and he made many professions of good will toward the English.
The following day, amidst throngs of his swarthy followers, Pontiac
approached the fort, and, upon finding it.barred, asked the cause of his
exclusion. e was told that ‘“he might enter, but his rabble must
remain without.” With his entire being expressive of unutterable
disappointment and rage the foiled warrior tmned and strode alone to
the river, and started with defiant speed to the village of the Ottawas.
Qnickly were the revengetul, exasperated feelings of the leader inter-
preted, and soon from off the suirounding plains scores of yelping
satanic beings arose and begun preparations for their direful work of
carnage and bloodshed. The war-dance was heard that night, and ere
dawn the fort was attacked by the savage multitude. The Indians
expected to take the fort by a single blow, but failing in this, they,
although scarce of food, began preparations for a protracted siege.
Indians arrived daily from the west. The besiegement was conducted
for a period of eight months. This persistency on the part of the
Indians is without parallel in all Indian history.

This is but an instance of the several yvears of bloody war begun by
Pontiae. Destruction of life and property did not gease in the forts.
The borders of the frontier states were the scenes of multitudes of
Indian atrocities too frightful to relate.
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After a time a portion of the Indians began to retire from the
contest, and not long afterward the plans of Pontiac received a terrible
blow. The French in Illinois had long been the secret allies of Pontiac,
who had been artfully kept in the dark in regard to the English power
in Illinois. A letter was sent to the commander of the principal I'rench
post in Illinois, instrueting him to make known to Pontiac the full
extent of the treaty between the English and French. Pontiac, npon
the receipt of this news was enraged, and in company with some of his
most faithful countrymen, started for the Manmee country, hoping to
excite the Indians sufliciently to renew hostilities in the spring. In
1764 Pontiac, with some 400 warriors, beégan intercessions with the
tribes in Illinois. It was at this time that Pontiac had to use threats to
enlist the aid of the Illinois tribe.

By this time Gen. Gage was convinced that as long as Illinois
remained virtually in the hands of the French, it wounld be impossible
for the Indians not to expect the assistance of the I'rench, and he there-
fore determined to send out a suflicient foree to terminate the war.
Accordingly George Croghan, a western trader, was sent with Lieut.
Irazer toward the west, through Ohio. The result of this visit was
a conference held in Detroit, where Pontiac had begun his satanic
scheme. At this conference Pontiac not only accepted the King of
England as his father. but he promised to go to Oswego the following
spring and enter into a treaty with Sir Wm. Johnson. Soon after this
conference, ere the winter snows had fallen, Capt. Stirling led a regi-
ment down the Ohio and to FFort Chartres, where the English colors
took the place of the old French flag.

Pontiac did not forget his promise to Croghan, and when the
peaceful spring glided gently in he started for Oswego. And there,
for the last time before the representatives of English sovereignty,
Pontiac concluded his speeeh with, I promise to keep this covenant
aslong as I live.” From the council meeting he, with sad heart, turned
westward, and for three years lived with his family in the gloom of the
forest.

In 1767 the last scene in the drama of Pontiac’s life was enacted.
A disturbance occurred in Illinois among some French traders and
some of the Illinois Indians, not far from St. Louis. Pontiac soon
appeared at the place, and not long after his arrival repaired to St.
Louis to see an old French friend who commanded the Spanish gar-
rison. While there he moved about with great dignity in the tull
French uniform which Montcalm had presented him. e was received
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quite cordially, and when Pontiac heard of an Indian social gathering
at Caliokia his Irench friends, fearing English design, tried to prevent
his going. Pontiac, however, in his usual fearless manner, boldly set
forth, and was soon under the influence of liquor in the midst of the
surging, drunken throng. ,

An English trader in the village, looking with distrust on Pontiac,
resolved to work his destruction. Aecordingly a Kaskaskia Indian
was bribed with a barrel of whisky to slay the white man’s foe.
Pontiac. after participating for a time in the drunken pleasures, started
for the neighboring woods, singing his medicine songs the while. In
this case he was not safe within the mystic spell of his magic songs,
for the lurking Illinois Indian drew near and treacherously sunk his
tomahawk into Pontiac’s brain. Thus perished the greatest Indian
warrior that history has portrayed.

With their usual impulsiveness his friends sought to take immedi-
ate vengeance on the murderer, but the Illinois Indians protected their
brother and Pontiae’s followers were driven off. The Sacs, Foxes,
Pottawatomies, Ottawas, and other tribes who had answered to Pontiae’s
command in time of war, eombined in their mighty efforts to wreak
vengeance on the Illinois tribe. Whole villages were destroyed, and
the grassy plains of IHlinois stained with Indian blood.

Pontiac’s body was procured by the French commander and buried
with warlike honors near the fort of St. Lounis. ¢ Neither mound nor
tablet marks the burial-place of Pontiac. Ior a mausoleum, a city has
risen above the great hero, and the race whom he hated with such
burning rancor trample with unceasing footsteps over his forgotten
grave.”®

WINNEBAGO AND BLACK HAWK WARS.

After the treaty of peace following the war of 1812, the Indians on
the northwestern frontier remained in peace and friendship with the
whites until 1827. The Winnebagoes, notwithstanding the fact that
the Sacs and Foxes had. by the treaty of 1804, ceded to the whites the
land between the Illinois and Wisconsin rivers, felt that they really
owntd land in the northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin. A por-
tion of this land was subsequently retroceded to several tribes; the
Winnebagoes, however, not being mentioned in the treaty. The
Indians, quarreling about the boundaries of their lands, caused the
United States commissioners to make a new arrangement in 1825, ad-
mitting that the Winnebagoes had a right to some of the land.

* Parkman.
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The miners began to work the lead mines near Galena despite the
remonstrances of the Winnebagoes, who claimed the land thereabout.
This greatly incensed these Indians, but when they attempted to pro-
tect their property in the usual Indian manner they were promptly
repulsed. More incensed than ever, some of the Winnebagoes started
to get help and advice of some of their principal chiefs about Prairie
du Chien. They also quite readily obtained the assistance of the
Sioux, who had begun to feel hostile toward the whites on accouut of
their having captured some Sioux Indians and having given them over
to their Chippewa enemies. In July, 1827, some Winnebago Indians,
having previously killed two white men, collected for plunder or mur-
der around some boats bound for Fort Snelling, which had landed at
their encampment above Prairie du Chien. The whites adroitly made
the Indians drunk and were up the river out of reach ere the Indians
realized what was being done. As the boats returned down the river
the crew, anticipating an attack from the Indians at this same place,
armed themselves. One of the boats succeeded in getting by in the
night, but the other was attacked with all vengeance by the savages.
Although the boat became grounded the erew succeeded in compelling
the Indians to retire from the contest. A few only of the whites were
killed, but so many were wounded that it was a diflicult matter for
the remaining men to reach Galena.

Upon hearing of this hostile attack the residents about Galena and
the state officers took prompt action, and companies and regiments
were soon ready for work. Before companies from the southern part
of the state could reach the seene of action, Gen. Atkinson, with some
regulars, and the Galena militia under Gen. Dodge, had,’in the vicinity
of the Foxand Wisconsin rivers, compelled the savages to sue for peace.
Several Indian chiefs were taken prisoner, among whom were Red
Bird, of the Sioux tribe, and Black Hawk, of the Sac and Fox tribes.
Red Bird died in prison, but Black Hawk, with several others, were
acquitted in about a year afterward.

This sudden outbreak of the Indians struck terror to the whites
living in the northern part of the state. A portion of the Pottawa-
tomies contemplated joining the Winnebagoes against the whites, and
according to Gurdon S. Hubbard, anticipated an attack on Fort Dear-
born. Shabbona, the peace chief, communicated to the whites the
Indians’ intentions. These hostilities begun by the Winnebagoes
were but a prelude to those begun, 1831, under Black Hawk.

Black Hawk was a chief of the Sacs, and was born in 1767 or 1768,
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on the Rock river. He distingunished himself in early life as a brave.
In all his diffienlties with the Indians it is said that he never lost a battle.
‘e was distinguished for courage and for clemency to the vanquished.
Ife was an Indian patriot, a kind husband and father, and was noted
tor his integrity in all his dealings with his tribe and with the Indian
traders.”  He was aid-de-camy to the great Tecumseh, and during the
war of 1812 was in the service of the English. After the close of the
trouble in 1812, Black Hawk, instead of making peace with the United
States, still kept up his friendship with Canada, and accordingly cher-
ished an implacable hate toward the Americans. He was gloomy
and morose in disposition, and his annnal visit to his favorite daugh-
ter’s grave on the Mississippi caused gloomy and melancholy feelings.
He was thus led to look back on the supposed wrongs committed by
the whites, and to lift the shadowy veil of the future and see his peo-
ple gradually retiring from the hunting-grounds that had been theirs
so long. Ile saw the dreaded whites taking entire possession of the
broad rolling prairies; he saw their ‘big canoes” gliding over the
peaceful waters of the winding streams; he heard the woodman’s ax
making sad havoe among the noble trees of the grand old forest, and
saw the white man’s houses on the site of their old villages and over
the graves of their dead. With such mingled thoughts of love,
patriotism and revenge ’tis scarce a wonder that he sounded the war
cry against the advancing enemy.

The Saes and Foxes, however, had no right to the Rock River
cowritry, as it originally belonged to the Santecaux tribe before the
incoming of these tribes from the north.

In 1804 a treaty was made by which the Sacs sold to the United
States their country on the Rock river. That portion of the Sac and
Fox tribes which joined the English in the war of 1812 violated this
treaty. This treaty was confirmed by that portion of the tribe which
remained at peace, and in 1816, Black Hawk, with other hostile
Indians, professed repentance, and, obtaining pardon, recognized the
treaty of 1804, which was re-enacted. Still another treaty was made in
1825, hoping thus to settle the hostilities among the northwest tribes.
In 1830 a treaty was made with the Sacs and Foxes, in which they
confirmed the former treaties and agreed to remove to the territory west
of the Mississippi. According to the former of these treaties the Sacs
and Foxes had the privilege of hunting on the grounds while they were
the property of the United States. In 1829 portions of land around

*Gov. Ford.
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the mouth of the Rock river were sold for settlement, and soon after
there was begun a series of depredations among these settlers and the
Indians. Each party brought charges against the other, and probably
there was trouble on both sides.

At this time the Sacs and Foxes were divided into two factions.
One, the larger, was for peace, and was under Keokuk, who had
sound judgment, and who ultimately became sole chief of the nation.
Keokuk, according to the stipulations of the treaty, withdrew across the
river.

In the spring of 1831, Black Hawk, who commanded the hostile
faction of the tribes, declared all treaties void, and with his families,
some Kickapoo and Pottawatomie allies, and three hundred warriors,
recrossed the Mississippi to take possession of their former village and
the hunting-grounds thereabouts.

Black Hawk claimed that the treaty of 1804 was made by some
chiefs after being made drunk. Ie said that these chiefs, while in St.
Louis seeing about some prisoners, sold their land without the knowl-
edge of the tribe, and that they came home loaded with presents, knew
they had sold some land, but could tell nothing more. But be all this
as it may, Black Hawk was among those to confirm the treaty when its
full purport was known. It secems, then, that it was rather tardy
patriotism mingled with his hate for the Americans which caused him
to recross the Mississippi river.

When Black Hawk appeared again among the whites, tearing down
their fences, taking their food, ordering them away and threatening
them with death, the settlers were not tardy in making complaints to
Gov. Reynolds. The governor hastened to notify Gen. Gaines, of the
United States army, and superintendent of Indian affairs, of the Indian
invasion. Volunteers were called for and 1,600 men answered the call.

The entire force was divided into two regiments, an odd battalion
and a spy battalion. Col. James D. Ilenry commanded the first regi-
ment; Col. Dan Lieb, the second ; Maj. Nath. Buckmaster, the odd
battalion, and Maj. Sam’l Whiteside the spy battalion. Maj. Gen.
Joseph Duncan, of the state militia, commanded the entire brigade.
This was the largest military force that Illinois had ever raised, and
its appearance was truly grand as it traversed with anxious speed the
far-reaching prairie.

In the short space of four days the army reached Rockport, about
eight miles below the mouth of Rock river, where Gen. Gaines was met.
The two generals formed a plan of operations for the morrow, and in
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the morning the volunteers started across the country toward the
Indian town, while the steamboat ascended the river. It was supposed
that the battle would be fought on an island opposite the Indian
town, and their preparations were made accordingly. The steamboat
approached the island, fiiing grape and canister to find if the enemy
were there.  While traversing the island. the spy battalion and main
body of volunteers became confused and mixed together, but no trace
of the Indians was discovered. Some time was spent in ferrying the
troops over the deep and rapid stream on the other side of the island,
but when the village was reached no Indians were there. Long before
the army reached the place the Indians had quietly departed for the
western side of the Mississippi. It has been thought that this move-
ment on the part of the Indians was partially anticipated by the two
generals. There was a carelessness shown in the movement about the
islands that would tend to confirin such an idea, but the exaet facts of
the case will probably never be known. In lieu of the enemy the feel-
ing of vengeance prompted the soldiers to attack the village itself, and
it was set on fire. Soon only ashes remained of the once flourishing:
village.

From this place the volunteers proceeded to Rock Island, where
they encamped for several days. While at Fort Armstrong, on this
island, Gen. Gaines threatened to pursue the hostile Indians unless
they presented themselves for a peace council. Black Hawk finally
was indueced to make his appearance, and in company with many other
chiefs of the British® band of the Saes, signed a treaty in which they
agreed to stay on the west side of the river, and to cross it only on per-
mission of the governor of Illinois or the president of the United
States. In suech manner did the British Saes finally ratify the old
treaty of 1804. :

Black Hawk, like Tecumseh, had his prophet. This prophet,
White Cloud, had great influence among the tribe. He was cunning
and used every means in his power to gain influence. Previous to the
troubles about the Rock River village, he had gone to Canada, hoping
to gain the British to their interest. Upon his return he reported
favorably to the Indians, and soon after their erossing to the west side of
the river in 1831, a murmur of discontent ran through Black Hawk’s
tribe. Kver since the last treaty they had been alert for some new
excuse for beginning hostilities. White Cloud’s assurance that not
only the British, but the Ottawas, Chippewas, Pottawatomies and

*Those in sympathy with the British.
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Winnebagoes would assist them in regaining their land, caused them
to set aside their treaty of peace.

Notwithstanding the sagacity and judgment of Keokuk, which
prompted his bold and eloquent speeches, Black Hawk’s warlike and
revengetul nature claimed for him all the daring and malicious warriors
of the nation. Black Hawk, being quite an old man at this time, was
easily flattered at thus seeing so many young braves flock to him for
leadership.

e, accordingly, with five hundred of the nation’s chivalry,
equipped for Indian warfare, again, in 1832, started across the Mis-
sissippt river. Their deceived eyes saw before them a ready and
complete victory over the hated Americans.

After crossing the river they started to the Rock River country,
expecting to continue their course up the river and gain the Pottawato-
mies and Winnebagoes as allies. The whites, knowing of Black
Hawk’'s movements, were somewhat alarmed, and ere they reached
their destination several couriers from Gen. Atkinson overtook the
Indians, ordering them to reeross the Mississippi. This they refused to
do, stating that they were peacefully going to their Indian friends’
ground to raise corn. Gov. Reyuolds, upon becoming acquainted
with the facts, immediately called for volunteers. The imminent dan-
ger to which the frontier settlers were subject caused, as in 1831, a
goodly number of the state’s brave and eminent men to respond to the
call.  In a few days’ time 1,800 men met at Beardstown, the former
place of rendezvous. The voluntecrs were organized into four regi-
ments and a spy battalion. The first regiment was commanded by
Col. DeWitt ; the second, by Col. Fry; the third by Col. Thomas ;
the fourth by Col. Thompson, and Col. James D. Henry commanded
the spy battalion. DBrigadier Gen. Samuel W. Whiteside, who com-
manded the spy battalion in the former campaign, had charge of the
entire brigade.

Gen. Whiteside, in company with Gov. Reynolds, took up his line
of march April 27. Upon reaching the mouth of Rock river it was
arranged that Gen. Whiteside, with volunteers, was to mareh np the
river to Prophetstown and there await the regulars, who were to come
with the provisions in keel-boats. Gen. Whiteside, however, set fire to
Prophetstown and proceeded up the river to Dixon. Upon the arrival
at Dixon Majors Stillman and Bailey were found with near three hun-
dred men. These men were ready to win their laurels, and accordingly

made known their desire to hazard danger. It being rumored that
4
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some hostile Indians were in the vieinity of ¢“Old Man’s Creck ” —
now called Stillman’s Run—Major Stillman was ordered to find the
enemy. Soon after reaching the creek and camping for the night, a
small party of Indians was descried about a mile away. Some of
Stillman’s men, thirsting for Indian blood, mounted their horses withont
orders and started in pursnit of the Indians, who retreated displaying
in defiance the red flag. These brave men had not thought of the pos-
sibility of Black ITawk being near, and accordingly, when he rallied his
men and started in pursuit, their valor changed rapidly to ungovern-
able fear and they retreated to camp with their horses on a full run.
Hearing that Black ITawk was in pursuit the entire company precipi-
tately joined in the retreat. Major Stillman tried in vain to have his
men fall back and form on higher ground, but the *‘higher ground”
was not found, and the entire company reached Dixon several at a time.
Some of the holdest of the men, however, covered the retreat, fighting
bravely, and eleven only of the men were killed.

The accounts given by the returning men were various. The most
Iudicrous was that given by a man from Kentucky, who, in a very hom-
bastic manner, told of the wonderful mode of attack of the enemy and
of the bravery of some of the men — of himself particularly. Although
the retreat of Stillinan’s men caused a high degree of merriment for a
time among the remainder of the troops, still no great blame could be
laid upon Major Stillman or any of his men, as they were undisciplined
and under the circumstances almost any company would have done the
same.

After this adventure a council was held in the camp at Dixon, and
it was decided that the army should start toward Stillman’s ereek the
next morning. When the volunteers arrived at the scene of the dis-
aster of the night before, not an Indian was to be scen. Some had
gone farther up the Rock river and some sought revenge on the nearest
white settlers.

As soon as Shabbona, the Pottawatomie peace chief, heard of the
murderons designs of Black Tlawk, he hastened to inform the white
settlers on Indian creek. They had had so many false alarms that the
usual precantion was not taken. On May 20 a party of about seventy
Indians massacred fifteen persons of the families of Messrs. Hall,
Davis and Petigrew, and took two young ladies, Rachel and Silvia
Hall, prisoners. The accounts given by J. W. Hall, who escaped, and
by the Misses Ilall— afterward Mrs. Horn and Mrs. Munson—are
authentic and are rite with the horror of the massacre and the fear and
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suffering experienced by the two prisoners.* These young women, after
a weary march of many miles, were finally bought for $2,000 worth of
goods by some Winnebago chiefs, at the instigation of Mr. Gratiot.
Mrs. Munson died in 1870 ; Mrs. Horn is still living in Nebraska.

General Whiteside, not finding the Indians where he expected,
buried the dead found and returned to Dixon. The majority of the
volunteers were now anxious to be discharged, and knowing that
little eould be done against the will of the men, they were first
marelied for a time in pursuit of the Indians and then on to Ottawa,
where they were discharged. ]

Previous to this, however, the governor had made a eall for more
volunteers, and after the discharge a volunteer regiment was soon
formed of the discharged men at Ottawa. Jacob Fry was elected
eolonel ; John Thomas, major, and Jamnes D. Henry, lieutenant-colonel.
On June 15 three brigades, commanded respectively by Gen. Posey,
Gen. Alexander and Gen. J. D. Ienry, were formed at the place of
rendezvous. The entire frontier force now amounted to over three
thousand men. Soon attacks were made by Indians on Apple River
fort, twelve miles from Galena, and on Fort Hamilton in the lead
mines. Galena also was in imminent danger. The fears of the whites
in this were soon somewhat quicted, for the Ilinois forees were putinto
motion by June 22, and ere long were almost in the heart of the Indian
country. Colonel Dement had pushed forward to I ellogg’s Grove,
where he, while endeavoring to find the whereabouts of the Indians,
was attacked by about threehundred of them. The Indians, after losing
near fifteen inen, retreated under the well-aimed fire of the whites.
After this battle portions of the troops were stationed at various
places thronghout northern Illinois, while Gen. Atkinson, accompanied
by Gen. Ienry’s brigade, marched up Roek river toward four lukes,
where he heard that Black IHawk had fortitied his position for an
attack. While traveling in this direction he encamped for one night
at Turtle Village, a deserted town of the Winnebagoes. I'requent
alarms were given that night by the sentinels, and the whole command
was paraded for battle several times. The next morning the march was
resuined, and at Lake I{ush-ka-nong was joined by Gen. Alexander’s
brigade. After the surrounding country was examined in search of the
enemy the entire force was marched up the Rock river to the Burnt
Village, another Winnebago town, where Gen. Posey’s brigade, Gen.
Dodge’s battalion, joined it.

* Printed in Baldwin’s History of La Salle County.
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During this march the scouts brought in frequent reports of Indian
trails discovered. Much time was frequently spent in looking up these
trails, but all to no avail. At one time the Winnebago Indians assured
the general that Black Hawk’s entire force was fortified on an island
opposite the Burnt Village. After examination this was proved to be
another false-alarm. By this time eight weeks had been spent in search
of the enemy. The volunteer force had been reduced nearly one-
half. Still the enemy were weeks in the advance, and owing to lack
of provisions Gen. Atkinson thought it necessary to disperse his com-
mand for procuring supplies. Gen. Posey marched on to Fort [Tainil-
ton ; the governor went to his home at Belleville ; Ienry, Alexander
and Dodge went to Portage, Fox and Winnebago, while Gen. Atkin-
son made his headquarters at Lake Kush-ka-nong, where hie remained
until the volunteer general retorned with supplies. An unfortunate
circumstanee happened to the forces bonnd for Fort Winnebago. The
horses stampeded, and many were lost and others disabled.  After
reaching the fort two days were occupied in eollecting food, when some
‘Winnebago chiefs reported Black Hawk to be within thirty-five miles
of Gen. Atkinson.

Gens. Alexander, Henry, and Maj. Dodge held a couneil, at which
it was decided to march without orders direet upon Black Iawk.
But at the time appointed to march Gen. Alexander reported his men
unwilling to go, while Maj. Dodge reported his horses too much dis-
abled by their late march. Gen. Henry was naturally indignant at
such a state of affairs, and announced his intention to go alone if fifty
men would follow him. Soon some mounted volunteers arrived,
whieh augmented, somewhat, the number ready for duty. When Gen.
Henry returned to his brigade he found his own men on the point of
mutiny. A written protest signed by all except one of the otlicers was
handed to the general. Gen. Henry, with the commanding sternness
of a brave and complete soldier, made no other reply than to order the
ofticers under arrest for mutiny, appointing a regiment as a guard to
escort them to Gen. Atkinson. This action created a real sense of fear
among the officers, and Gen. Henry consented to consult with them
before the decisive step was taken. The officers very gladly returned
to their duty, and from that time on no charge could be brought
against them.

Gen. Henry took up his line of march on July 15, in quest of the
Indians. After three day's march they encamped mnpon the Rock
river. Iere, learning from some Winnebago Indians that Black
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Hawk was further up the river, Gen. Henry resolved to make a forced
march upon them the next morning, and two men were sent with dis-
patches to Gen. Atkinson. These men had a chief, Little Thunder,
with them as guide, and when eight miles from camp came upon
the fresh trail of the enemy. The Indian guide was terrified and
started back without permission. Upon reaching the camp he was about
to effect the eseape of the other Indians when they were stopped and
taken to Gen. Ilenry’s tent. IHere they confessed that they had been
deluding the army, hoping to give the Indians more time for escape.
Gen. Henry sueceeded in getting from themn all they knew of Blaek
Hawk’s movements. The next morning other dispatches were sent to
Gen. Atkinson, and the army, dispensing with everything that was not
absolutely necessary, was ready for a forced march. Notwithstanding
that upon the afternoon of the first day a violent storm overtook them,
the army marched cheertully forward, inspired by the sight of the fresh
trail to renewed energy. After four and a half days of weary march-
ing, the advance guard eame upon the rear of the retreating enemy.
The Indians seemingly began to make feints of forming for battle, hop-
ing thus to gain time. The Indians were not overtaken for three or
four hours after they were first seen. The advance gnard was fired
upon by the Indians, but they were soon eaused to retreat by a bat-
talion and two regiments charging upon them. The fight was kept up
for some time during their retreat until dark. The next morning when
Gen. Henry advaneed to the Wisconsin, he found that the Indians had
all crossed it and escaped to the mountains,

On aceount of lack of provisions Gen. Henry resolved to fall back
to Blue Mounds. Arriving at this place he found Gen. Atkinson with
the regulars and Alexander and Posey’s brigades. It became evident
soon to Gen. Henry and his men that the regular officers and
Gen. Atkinson did not enjoy Henry's success. They envied him.
After a few days of preparation the army was again put on the mareh,
IHenry being placed in the rear to mind the baggage. Ilenry and his
men bore this insult with grave dignity.

On the morning of the fourth day after crossing the Wiseonsin the
advance reached the Mississippi bluffs. Wlhen within about three or
four miles of the camyp the army was attacked by about twenty-eight
Indians, They adroitly retreated up the river, followed by the entire
army exeept Henry’s brigade that was left without orders. After a
council among his officers, Tlenry hastily econeluded to continue on the
main trail.  Upon arriving at the foot of a bluff’ Henry halted and the
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horses were left.  When the advanee men came within sight of the
river they were fired upon by the Indians. Ilenry came up with the
main body and a general battle ensued. The fifty advance Indians
retreated upon the others and in the surprise all was confusion. The
Indians were driven from place to place and finally, at the point of the
bayonet, were foreed into the river, some reaching an island in the
river. By this time Gen. Atkinson with the other part of the men
arrived.  Gen. Atkinson soon formed the regulars and Dodge’s
battalion for an attack upon the island. Wading through the
deep water a fierce battle began on the island. The Indian loss
here was very great. A number of the Indians had eseaped across the
river erc the action began. Black Hawk, who led the twenty that
Gen. Atkinson followed, escaped np the river. Black ITawk and his
party were captured while on the Wisconsin river by some Winnebago
chiefs, who brought them to Prairie du Chien and delivered them up
to the United States Indian agent there. Gen. Atkinson, with the
regulars, went to Prairie du Chien in a steamboat, while the volunteers
went by land. Iere Gen. Scott was met, who had been sent from the
cast to take chief command in the war. While on the way his army
was afflieted with Asiatie cholera, so that he did not reach the Missis-
sippi until the decisive battle was fought. Goyv. Ford considers Henry
the hero of the entire war. From Prairie du Chien the volunteers were
sent to Dixon, where they were discharged. The prisoners were sent
down to Rock Island, thence on to Jetferson barracks. A treaty was
here made with the Saes and Foxes by which the United States gained
a large portion of the territory between the Des Moines and Turkey
rivers in Towa. Trom Jefferson barracks the prisoners were taken to
Washington. They were also taken to Baltimore, Philadelphia, New
York and other cities, that they might see the power and number of
the whites. They were returned to their own country in June, 1833.

Black Hawk died in 1840, at the age of eighty, mld was buried by his
people on the banks of the MlS@xsqlppl.

INDIAN MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. *

The Indians depended, for their sustenance, upon hunting, fishing,
and primitive tilling of the soil. They knew nothing .tbout heldmg
animals. They had but few domestic animals, the principal being the
horse and the dog. They pursued their game with arrows tipped with
horn, pointed stone, or some similar substance. Fish were taken in
nets or with the spear. Their meat was preserved by smoking. The
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fruit and berry season was a happy time for them and the young girls
went joyfully forth to gather the luscious food. Nearly all the Indians
of America cultivated the soil. The articles cultivated were few:
maize, the tobaceo plant, the squash and the bean, complete the list.
Their women did the farming, and often, after their stores were col-
lected, all was squandered in some great festivities. They made but
little preparation for the future, thus showing their lack of thriftiness.

Everyone has heard of the hospitality of the Indian. A stranger
may enter his cabin in the day or in the night, be freely entertained,
and no questions, as to why he came or when he will go, are asked.
An Indian will often give up his own resting-place that his gunest may
be comfortable.

The Indians are soeciable creatures. Their living together, many
families in one cabin, and the collecting of houses into towns, proves
this statement. Polygamy was allowed, but tliere was an unwritten
law in regard to who should marry. An Indian eould not marry his
own kinfolks, those who used the same totem or family symbol, but
his wives could bear the closest relationship. The marriage ceremony
consisted of the groom making a few presents to the bride’s father. If
the presents were accepted the eontract was complete, and for a time
the husband lodged with his wife’s family. Divorees weve allowed,
and the marriage tie could be severed as easily as it was made. When
divorces occurred, the mother, of necessity, elaimed all the children.  If
a mother died, the innocent little babe shared her grave. Thus she
alone had care of the babe in death even as in life. No restraint
whatever was put upon the Indian children. They, by exposure,
became hardy.  The Indian boy learns to be courageous by hearing the
daring tales of Indian exploits told around the wigwam fire. The bow
and arrow are among his first playthings. Iis ear early hears the
war song, and its purport soon is recognized. With exquisite joy he
looks forward to joining, for the first time, in the war-dance. While the
Indian boy, from the example of his elders, thus becomes a warrior,
and leavns to be proud of idleness, in like manner the girl learns to be
a drudge. The wife is but a slave.

The Indian’s idea of a Supreme Being is very indefinite. A spirit
lies in everything ; he recognizes it in every aetion and in every object.
Yet they believed in the Great Spirit. It is said that the Illinois
worshiped a god under the name Manitou, and this they found in
every animal. The medicine-man boasted of a power over the spirits,
and was a sort of magician. The Indian had great faith in his sub-
verting every evil and curing all ills.
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The waking Indian recognized his dreams as glimpses into the
invisible world. It was thus he received messages from his god. They
professed no fear of death; they believed the dead still lived, and
therefore buried with them their carthly belongings. The superstitions
among the different Indians of America are varions. Some of the
southern tribes, npon the death of a lord or chief, killed two finely
formed Indians that they might act as servants to the lord of shadows
and death.

Bancroft quotes from Brebeuf, a Jesnit missionary, the substance
of a statement in regard to the living sometimes visiting the remote
region of the shadows. Orpheus-like, a brother went in search of
his Enrydice, in this case a sister, and but for Lis uncontrollable curios-
ity would have secured her from the society of the dead and restored
her to her family. Festivals were often hLeld in honor of the dead.
Some of the tribes every few years gathered and cleansed the bones
from their various burial-places, and amid their most solemn cere-
monies buried them in a common grave.

All over America the Indians practiced placing the dead in a sitting
posture for burial.

The red man imitates rather than invents. Ile equals the white
man in the acnteness of the senses, but his moral and reasoning facul-
ties are inferior.

The Indians had no musical genins among them equal to a Mozart,
nor did they have a Raphael as an artist ; but all recognized mnsic, and
danced ofttimes with grace to their wild melodies, and the decoration
on their clothing and bodies was harmonious and sometimes elegant.
“We call them cruel, yet they never invented the thumb-screw, or the
boot, or the rack, or broke on the wheel, or exiled bands of their
nations for opinion’s sake ; and protected the monopoly of the medi-
cine-man by the gallows, or the block, or by fire. There is not a
quality belonging tothe white man which did notalso belong to the Amer-
ican savage; there is'not among the aborigines a rule of langnage, a
custom, an institution, which, when considered in its principles, has
not a counterpart among their conquerors. The unity of the human
race is established by the exaet correspondence between their respective
powers; the Indian has not one more, has not one less, than the white
man; the map of the faculties is for both identical.”

In this great age of improvement the Indian, too, has caught the
spirit.  The Indians of to-day are greatly in advance of those the
whites first found here. The gun with medern improvements has in a
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measure replaced the deadly arrow. The white man’s ax and knife
soon pushed their primitive counterparts into the background. Among
some of the tribes the water of the stream has been made to subserve
their purpose, and water-mills have taken the place of the old-time
stone mortar.

The old plan of writing hieroglyphies on pieces of bark has in
a degree been abolished, and some of the Indians of to-day make
use of the printing-press. Instead of traveling mile after mile of
forest and prairie for all their game, herds and flocks are now kept by
them. They have learned the use of the plow, and their agriculture is
more extensive. The idea of one ruling Great Spirit is now prevalent
in every Indian wigwam. The felicity of the white man’s home-life
has been noised abroad, and the Indian is beginning to cherish his one
wife as his equal. 'When one remembers the slowness with which the
peasantry of Europe have advanced, even when surrounded by that
country’s greatest intellect, and then reflects upon the length of time
the American Indian has been in contaet with the white man’s intel-
lectual culture, hie is compelled to pause and give a tribute to the red
man, confessing that he, in spite of all the war of words to the con-
trary, deserves a good share of eredit for his position of to-day.

CHAPTER VL
ILLINOIS A DEPENDENCY OF CANADA.

HE TFrench were the first white people to lay claim to any of
the soil of Illinois. As las been stated, Marquette’s mission
was founded in 1675, and the first military occupation was at Fort
Creve-ceeur in 1680. The first settlement was at Fort St. Louis on
the Illinois river in 1682. The oldest permanent settlement in Tlli-
nois and in the valley of the Mississippi is Kaskaskia,* made about
1690+
After the settlement at Kaskaskia others were made at Cahokia,
Prairie du Roclie, Prairie du Pont and Port Chartres. The Jesuit
priests were the temporal as well as spiritual rulers of these mis-
sions. The quiet rule of these pious men gave to the early French

* Bancroft. + Stuvé.
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settlers sueh feelings of justice, integrity and brotherly love, that for
nearly a eentury they had no need of a law eourt. They lived peace-
fully by the side of the Indians, and some time elapsed before a loeal
government was established.

Lrovince of Louwisiana.—In 1711 the I'reneh settlements of the
Mississippi valley were united, the provinee was named Louisiana, and
Mobile was made the eapital. This province inecluded all the country
lying north and south between Canada and Gulf of Mexieo and ecast
and west between the Alleghany and Rocky Mountains. Franee eon-
ceived the idea that this eould be made a great eommercial eountry,
and aeeordingly sent over one Crozat with a party of men to develop
its resources. Although some advance was made in settlements,
Crozat’s expedition was counted a failure; he had neglected agrieulture,
the best resource of the country. Crozat was recalled.

About the year 1716% Fort Rosalie was erected on the present site
of Natehez. This is the oldest permanent settlement of the Mississippi
valley south of Illinois.

Company of the West.—At the time of Louis XIV’s death, and
when the Dnke of Orleans was made regent, France was greatly in
debt. It was then that John Law, a gambling Seotchman from Edin-
burgh, first brought forward his scheme for liquidating dehts. The
regent listened with willing ear aud it was not long until Law’s bank
was astonishing the people witlr its wonderful achievements. Law
next brought forward his Mississippi scheme, and with a word from
this irresistible man the imaginative I'rench brain saw in the early
future, npon the soil of distant Louisiana, immense eommercial cities.
vast fields of grain and fruit and exhaustless mineral mines. In 1717,
under Law’s direction, the western eompany was organized.

The eyes of the people were at last opened, investigations were
made which resulted in the banks stopping payment. The eompany
in the west, however, did not meet with quite sueh an inglorious failure
as did the bank of France. Before much was accomplished the
company was merged into the company of the Indies. Irom the
expenses caused by the Spanish and Indian war, and as a 'pzu'tial result
of Law’s failure, the company became embarrassed and a surrender of
their charter was granted.

At this time the settlements of Louisiana were in a prosperous con-
dition. Illinois was the prineipal agricultural region of the provinee.

Under Royal Governors.—The first thing to be done after the

* Bancroft.
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French government again had Louisiana, was to conquer the Chiekasaw
Indians. Several victories were gained by the Chickasaws, but at last,
in 1740, peace was concluded without bloodshed.

About 1750 the I'rench eolonists in the Mississippi valley began
seriously to take part in the fierce eontroversy that had been taking
place between I'rance and England. The treaty of peaece between
these countries had left undefined the boundariés between their posses-
sions in America,

Neither the French nor the English were idle in their machinations
to obtain the Indian allianee for strife on the contested lands.

On October 30, 1753,% George Washington began his renowned
journey across the forests to Ohio. In the next year was the English
eommencement and the French completion of Fort Du Quesne, at the
Jjunction of the Monongahela and Alleghany rivers. Not long after, in
the battle of Little Meadows, Washington was the first of the English
to discharge his gun. ‘It was the signal gun, whose reverberations,
following the flight of years, announced the revolution which banished
from the new world the institutions of the n‘.iddle‘ages,(and <eraeted
upon their ruins a free government.” A foree from Fort Chartres soon
repaired to Fort Du Quesne'and Washington fell back to Fort Necessity.
At this place Washingte~ was eompelled to capitulate, and this was a
signal for the mother conntries to take an interesting part in the eontest.
In 1755 occurred the terrible disaster known as Braddock’s defeat. In
1758 the I'reneh retired west from Foirt Du Quesne.  The English were
now gaining ground, and Ticonderoga, Crown Point and Niagara fell
successively into their hands.  Quebec fell in 1759, and the great eontest
was at an end. Illinois was no longer a Ireneh provinee.

Lllinois a DBritish Province: Pontiac’s Conspiracy.— Although
Quebee fell in 1759 it was not until 17635 that the English had actual
possession of Hinois. Capt. Sterling was the first English eommandant
of IHinois. ’

In 1768 the eommandant, Lieut.-Col. Wilkins, established a civil
eourt. This was held December 6, 1768, and was the first jurisdiction
by eommon law ever held within the present boundaries of IHinois.
The eourt was not popular, and in 1774 the old government was in part
resumed.

It was about this time that the English eolonists began seriously to
be antagonistic to the home rule. England sueceeded during the first
vears of the war in enlisting the French with her.

* Irving’s Life of Washington.
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‘While this struggle was going on the Indians revived their ever-ready
feelings of jealousy to the whites who advanced toward theirlands. The
western frontiers were again the scenes of horrifying Indian warfare.
To put a stop to sueh dire disaster the Americans thought to send a
company westward toward the Mississippi.  George Rogers Clark was
intrusted with the command of this expedition. This man was found
to be equal to all emergencies. Ilis penetrating eyes were the first to
realize the great advantage to the eolonists subsequent to the acquisi-
tion of the Irench settlements in Illinois to their own territory. Upon
stating his views to Gov. Patriek, llenry Clark, with Lis men, was
ordered to proceed westward in great haste and with all possible
seerecy. Iis men even for some time did not know the object of the
expedition. It was on July 4, 1778, that Clark and his 160 men
reached the hills east of Kaskaskia. Clark so suecessfully maneuvered
that he, with some of his men, entered the fort, while the others simul-
taneously entered the village. The people were so thoroughly sur-
prised that in less than three hours the invaders had control of the vil-
lage. . F&):‘Ts‘\cf’e‘rzﬁ-d;i) w {lark stayed in and about Kaskaskia, keeping
the people in the most abjeet 10ar.  After sufliciently frightening them
he explained the cause of his sidden appearance before them and
offered such magnanimous terms that their former fear gave place to
sudden joy and thanksgiving. Clark, in his own peculiar way, subdued
all the French provinees in Illinois, as well as St. Viucent, or Vin-
cennes, in Indiana, in an original manner with the Indians. Not one
drop of blood was shed.

Clark’s later success in taking St. Vincent, which had been retaken
by Hamilton, iswell known. Thisbold and hazardous enterprise on the
part of Clark settled the ownership of the beautiful country along the
Wabash and Mississippi rivers. It has ever since belonged to the
Americans. 1 ¢

Clark died in 1818, and his body rests near Louisville, Kentueky.
This country eertainly owes a debt of gratitude to him. In looking
over the strong points of his character it seems that he surely belongs
to that rare elass of men of whom our Washington is the type. Illinois
would do well to erect a monument in honor of George Rogers Clark’s
noble work.

1llinois a County.—In October, 1778, the country lying northwest
of the Ohio river was made into a eounty of Virginia, and was ealled
Tllinois eounty.  Virginia claimed it by right of private conquest. In
1784 Virginia ceded the country to the Continental Congress.
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Northwestern Territory.— By the ordinance of 1787 the whole of
the country northwest of the Ohio was considered as one district for
temporary government. For the good of the original states and of the
future states six articles were drawn up which were to constitute a per-
petual contract between the people of the territory and those of the
original states. According to these articles, there was to be religious
tolerance in the territory ; trial by jury ; education was to be encour-
aged ; the territory was always to be a part of the United States, and
there was to be no slavery tolerated. This compact, thus partially
quoted, has exerted from then till now an influence in this country which
could searcely have been anticipated by the originators of the articles.

Maj. Gen, Arthur St. Clair was elected the first governor of the
Northwestern territory. St. Clair was a Scotchman and came to
America in 1755. e served in the French and Indian war, and later
was president of the congress of the United States. In 1788 St. Clair
county was organized, whieh included all of the present State of I1li-
nois south of the mouth of Little Mackinaw ereek on the Illinois river.
Three judicial districts were made and a court of common pleas was
established. John Edgar, John B. Barbeau and J. D. Moulin were
appointed judges to hold courts in their respective districts. Justices
of the peace were appointed throughout the country. Cahokia was
made the county seat. Thus began the existence of United States law
in the territory. John Rice Jones was the first man who practiced law
in Illinois. e was a very energetic lawyer and a fluent speaker. At
the time of his death in 1824 he was judge of the supreme court of
Missouri.®

About the year 1790 a series of misfortunes arose which soon
caused the French settlements to decline. These misfortunes were of
various kinds, such as inundations of the Mississippi, severity of the
seasons, and supplies granted to troops with no requital. IBesides
these causes, the cheerful, free and passive nature of the Ifrenchmen
was not.altogether congenial with the stern, sturdy, active natures of
the Puritans who now thronged in great numbers, and Freneh immi-
gration was fast ceasing.

Tecumsel’s Conspiracy : Indians again on the war-path.t—-1t
must be remembered that France made no extensive purchases of the
Indians ; consequently in the treaty of Paris only small portions of
land were transferred to the English. The English then had but little
to transfer to America, save what she had received from France. Con-

* Stuvé. 1 Annals of the West.
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gress felt that as the Indians had adhered mostly to the English they
were conquered too. Congress felt that the land of the Indian was
rightfully won, and settlements were made accordingly. At the same
time etforts were being put forward to establish certain peace. Treaties
with various tribes were made in 1784, 1785 aund in 1789. With all
these precautions it was found that most of the tribes in the west
were not bound by agreement to yield land north of the Ohio. The
Indian confederacy had sullenly determined that the Ohio should form
a perpetual boundary between the Indians and the whites, and accord-
ingly organized and began a war against the Americans.

The main theater of' this war was within the present limits of Ohio
and Indiana, while Illinois had little part in it save in resisting the
Indian hostilities on the frontier. The Kickapoo Indians seemingly
were the most hostile and early began their depredations. All through
the years from 1778 to 1794 Illinois was the theater where many bar-
barous murders were enacted.

For six years the war raged, when finally, throngh the efforts of
Gen. Wayne, a treaty was drawn up and signed by all the principal men
of the Indian confederacy. In this treaty various tracts of land in the
Northwest were ceded to the Indians. In Illinois there was one at the
mouths of the Chicago and Illinois rivers and one at the Peoria’s fort.

Peace had come -at last, and thc eager whites started forward the
checked tide of emigration.

In 1788 the populatlon of Illinois was about 1220.%

In 1778 there was but one professor of religion in the colonies of
Illinois. This was a lady and a member of the Presbyterian church.

James Smith, a Baptist minister, preached the first Protestant ser-
mon in Tlinos. He also made the first Protestant converts.

The first regularly organized Protestant chureh in Illinois was that
organized in 1796 at New Design, by David Badgley. The first school
for American settlers in this state was taught by Samuel Seely in 1783.

In 1795 Gov. St. Clair made a division of St. Clair county, naming
the lower count) Randolph, in honor of Edmund Randolph, of Vn-
gmm J

In 1796 the white populatlon of Ohio was over 5000, and accord-
ing to the ordinance of 1787 the country was entitled to another grade
of government. In the latter part of 1799 the new order of govern-
ment was in full working order.

Indiana Territory.—On May 7, 1800, congress passed an act

* Stuvé.
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dividing the Northwestern territory ; and the Indiana territory was
formed. In this territory the present states of Illinois, Wisconsin,
Michigan, and almost all of Indiana, were included. The government
was to be somewhat similar to that of the first grade of government.

On May 13, 1800, William II. ITarrison was appointed governor of
the Indiana territory. By March of 1801 it was in full working order.
By the act of congress March 26, 1804, Louisiana was annc\ted to the
Indiana te111t01y In the previous year, through the efforts of some of
Anmerica’s deep-thinking men, Louisiana had been purchased of France.
Before a year had passed after its admission to Indiana territory
Louisiana was made into a separate territory. Ohio was admitted to
the Union as a state in 1802.

In 1803, 1804 and 1805 treaties were made with various Indian
tribes by which the greater part of Illinois was divested of its Indian
title, and the land, even in the Indian’s wavering judgment, was a part
of the United States. Some of the Indians, however, were loth to
fulfill their promises and retire from their old hunting-grounds, and it

was some time before Indian depredations ceased.

According to the laws adopted by the territory of Indiana only the
will of a majority of the freeholders was necessary for changing the
government from the first to that of the second grade of territorial gov-
ernment. The change of government was made in 1805. Tart of the
old laws were re-enacted, while sonie new ones were made.

Territory of Illinois.—Michigan had been erected into a separate
territory in 1805, and the people of Hlinois as well desired a sepamtion
from the Indiana territory.

By the act of congress February 3, 1809, all of the present Illinois
and Wisconsin was to constitute the new territory of Illinois. Hon.
Ninian Edwards was appointed the first governor and Nathaniel Pope
secretary of the territory. The seat of government was fixed at Kas-
kaskia.

At the time of the organization of the territory the population was
about 9,000. In 1810 there were over 12,000. The immigration, it
will be seen, was steadily on the increase. But soon there was to be
a check in the growth of the settlements. Already in the dark forests
might be heard the war-whoop of the secret friends of the English.
After the treaty of peace between England and America, the Indians
had desisted in their warfare only when they had no further hope of
aid from the English. They were ready then and quickly interpreted
the signs of ill-feeling between the United States and Great Dritain,



56 A BRIEF IISTORY OF II:LINOIS.

just previons to the war of 1812. In 1810 Tecumseh, chiet of the
Shawnees, took measures which placed the nature of his future actions
beyond a doubt. The immediate cause of Tecumsel’s excitement was
the treaty of IFort Wayne, in 1809. Ie was not at the council and
claimed that a part of his land had been illegally sold. - His theory
was that the lands of the Indians conld not he disposed of without the
consent of @/l the tribes. His plan was to substantiate this principle
by uniting all the western tribes and, if necessary, force the United
States to give back the land ceded at Fort Wayne. This conspiracy of
Tecumseh had only been excelled by that of Pontiac.

Tecumseh boldly avowed, at a couneil meeting called by Gov. Har-
rison, at Vincennes, his intention to retain the land. Ie was ordered
to leave the village, and ere long Gov. Harrison began preparations to
resist hostilities.

Gov. Harrison started north with his army. When near Prophets-
town lie told the Indians he had no hostile intentions, provided they
adhered to their treaties. Encampment was made for the night, but
ere daylight dawned the Indians attacked the camp. Thus began the
famous battle of Tippecanoe. The end was not what the Prophet
anticipated, for the surprise was not a complete one. With but a
moment’s warning the Governor’s army fought valiantly, and the
Indians were repulsed with a loss equal to that of the Americans.

- Teenmseh was in the south at the time of this, and npon his return
he, in dismay, saw his grand conspiracy dashed to the ground, and
finally departed for Canada, where he joined the DBritish standard.
While such a erisis had been reached in Indiana hostilities were grow-
ing more manifest in Illinois.. Preparations for defense began to be
made thronghout the state. Forts, blockhouses and stockades were
soon buitt. Fort Russell, a little northwest of Edwardsville, was
established by Gov. Edwards, and was the strongest stockade fort in
Illinois. i

Gov. Edwards tried in vain to make peace with the Indians of the
state. )

During the winter of 1811-12 the British in the east kept up their
insulting actions toward the Americans, and the result was that on the
19th of June, 1812, the United States declared war against Great
Britain. r _

In August of this year oceurred the massacre, already spoken of,
at Fort Dearborn.

The next day after this disaster at Chicago Gen. Hull ‘‘erowned
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his course of indecision and unmanly fear”* by giving into English
hands the town of Detroit and territory of Michigan.

Thus the English and their allies were in possession of the entire
Northwest, with the exception of one or two forts. Every citizen in
the pioneer states seemed thrilled with one desire—to wipe out the dis-
graces of the year and to protect the people from the horrors of savage
supremacy. . Gov. Edwards organized and started an expedition against
the Indians on the Tllinois river. They at least succeeded in frighten-
ing the Indians, who retreated upon their approach. After thirteen days
absence Gov. Edwards’ army, without loss, returned to Fort Chartres.

At the beginning of 1813 everything was gloomy in the west.
Stronger preparations were made to resist the wily foe. Ranging com-
panies were formed, but in spite of all precautions the savages con-
tinued to perform some terrible deeds. In the summer of 1813 a joint
force from Illinois and Missouri was sent up the Mississippi river.
Quite an extenfgpf country was gone over and the army reached Camp
Russell in October, 1813. During this entire campaign not a battle
was fought; no foe was secen. This campaign, however, served to
show the strength of the whites and the result was that the settlers
were not molested by the Indians during the entire winter.

The next year several expeditions were made up the Mississippi
river, but only partial success was attained.

The gloom in the west was soon dispelled by the joyful news of
the treaty of peace made at Ghent. The war of 1812 was at an end.

In 1812 the government of the Illinois territory was changed to
the second grade of government for territories. By a proclamation
of the governor the members of the first legislature of Illinois con-
vened in Kaskaskia, the seat of government, November 25, 1812.¢
The place of meeting was in the upper room of an old stone building
that had been used as headquarters of the French commandant after
Fort Chartres was abandoned. What a comparison that old building
with steep roof and unpainted board gables presents to the magnifi-
cent structure in ‘which the legislature of to-day assembles!

On December 13, 1812, some of the old laws were re-enacted,
while some new ones were made. Under the authority of Nathaniel
Pope the territorial laws were revised, and they were printed in 1815.
To an inhabitant of Tllinois to-day it seems almost incredible that not
eighty years ago the punishments for crime frequently were whipping
on the bare back, standing in the pillory, confinement in stocks and

* Annals of the West. { Stuvé.
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branding with red-hot irons. Yet so it was, and people could even be
cast into prison for debt. Iappily such laws are not of our time.

Three general assemblies were elected by the people while Illinois
was a territory.

Edwards county was the first county formed by the legislature, and
was named in honor of the governor.

After the close of the war of 1812 Illinois scemed to begin a new
growth. The tide of immigration, which had been retarded for a time,
set in with redoubled foree. \e\V settlements were made in every
direction.  Agriculture still continued to be the leading occupation.
Owing to the difliculties to be met with in transportation there was but
little commerce in the early times of Illinois. Articles from the east-
ern states came in wagons over the mountains, then down the river in
flatboats. Keelboats passed slowly to and fro between St. Louis and
New Orleans, carrying needful articles to both cities. But this was
not long to last, for steamboats soon came into use. o

CHAPTER VII.

ILLINOIS A STATE.

“What constitutes a State ?
* * k. o6 * *

Men who their duties know,

But know their rights, and, knowing, dare maintain.
* * * * * *

And sovereign law, that states collected will
.O’er thrones and globes elate, ;
Sits empress, crowning good, refreshing ill.”

ANE\V era in the history of Illinois began in 1818. The people
for some time had been wishing for a change of govern-
ment, and accordingly Nath. Pope, the delegate to congress, was
instructed to plead for the admission of Illinois into the Unjon. Judge
Pope’s discernment led him to make some amendments to the bill for
admission, by which the port of Chicago was brought within the
boundaries of the state. This addition to the new state connected her
interests more firmly with the east, the south and the west. Thus
while greatly advaneing Illinois, another link was added to the chain
-which bound the states in union.

3
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Another amendment of great importance in the tuture well-being
of Illinois was the appliance of three per cent of the fund from the
sale of public lands to the advancement of eduncation.

A convention was called to meet in July, 1818, at Kaskaskia, for
the purpose of drafting the first constitution of the State of Illinois.
Elias K. Kane was the principal member of this convention, and to
his talent are we indebted for many worthy features of the constitution.

An election for the officers of the new state was held in September,
1818. Shadrach Bond was elected as the first governor of the State of
Illinois. Gov. Bond was a native of Maryland, and was a plain man,
who made no pretentions to learning, but was possessed of good com-
mon sense. Pierre Menard was made the first licutenant governor of
the state. e being a foreigner, and not having been a citizen thirty
years, the people of the state showed their belief in his worth by alter-
ing a part of the constitution for his special benefit.

These two men both had counties named in their honor.

In October, 1818, the legislature convened at Kaskaskia and elected
Joseph Philips chief justice, while Thomas C. Brown, John Reynolds

and William P. Foster were made associate justices. Ninian Edwards
~and Jesse B. Thomas were elected Illinois’ first senators to congress.
Elias K. Kane was appointed secretary of state, while Daniel P. Cook
was elected first attorney general; Elijah C. Berry, anditor of public
accounts, and Jesse B. Thomas, state treasurer. :

By the men whose names are here recorded, Hlinois, as a state, was
launched upon the sea of time. She was only launched as yet; her
voyage began when on December 3, 1818, congress declared her one
of the United States, and placed her upon an equal footing with the
original states. At the time of the adoption of the constitution only
about onefourth of the state was organized into couymties. Iifteen
counties were formed, and of these Bond was farthest north. The
settled portion of the state was all south of this county. In 1820 the
population of Illinois was 55,211. The increase during the preceding
decade lhad been enormous. With the exception of the I'rench and
Canadian settlers most of the inhabitants came in from the south.

At this time the majority of the people of Iilinois were in debt.
This had come about by the anticipations of the settlers to become
suddenly wealthy. A crisis came and the legislature sought to remedy
the evil by creating state banks. Several banks were founded, the
principal one being at Vandalia. This banking scheme, however,
proved a failure. Duping Bond’s administration the seat of govern-
ment was moved to Vandalia.
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GOVERNOR COLES.

Ed. Coles was elected governor in 1822. The slavery question
was thoroughly discussed at this election. Anti-slavery gained the
day. Mr. Coles was a native of Virginia, and, upon leaving that
state for Illinois, had emancipated his slaves. This election came
while the people were still agitated upon the settlement of the
Missonri question of slavery. Althongh with the election of Gov.
Coles the slavery party was defeated, it was not by any means anni-
hilated. This party expressed themselves as determined to carry their
measures in the sessions of the legislatures of 1822-3.  Soon the entire
state was in an unheard of condition of excitement. A furious contest
began which was to last for some eighteen months. Contributions
were raised for the benefit of’ both sides. Gov. Coles cheerfully con-
tributed $4,000, his entire term’s salary.

The day of election finally arrived, and both parties exerted them-
selves to the utmost to show afull vote. At last the deeision was made
and again anti-slavery gained the day. Illinois had never witnessed
such an exciting and angry election as took place that day. DBut all
illdeelings soon subsided and before a year had passed all scemed
pleased with the existing state of affairs.

The summer of 1825 was noted for the great increase in the number
of immigrants. The majority of the people seemed bound for Sangamon
county, which at this time was the most populous county of the state.

Some space will readily be used just here to make mention of Gen.
La Fayette’s visit to Illinois. Gov. Coles had met Gen. La Fayette in
Franee, and upon hearing of lis arrivai in the United States had
requested him to visit Illinois. This visit was made in May, 1825.
Great numbers of people extended to La Fayette a patriotie welcome.

Receptions weR given him at Vandalia and at Shawnectown. From
this place La Fayette took a kindly and affeetionate leave of his Illinois
friends.

GOVERNOR EDWARDS.

In August, 1826, Ninian Edwards was eleeted governor. Gov.
Ford’s description of Gov. Edwards is quite brilliant. IHis * prineely
appearance” and ‘‘florid eloquence” are made special mention of.

At this same election there was an exciting contest between Dan P,
Cook and Joseph Duncan, the candidates for congress. Mr. Duncan
gained the victory. This election may be considered, aside from the
troubles in 1824, the beginning of party prineiples in Illinois.
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Gov. Edwards no sooner entered the duties of his office than he
began to complain of the condition of the state finances. IIe thought
he detected wrong acting in the officers in some of the banks, and did
not hesitate to make known his charges. Many of the influential men
of the state opposed Gov. Edwards in this movement, and the result
was, that all the men were acquitted of the charges brought against them.

During Gov. Edwards’ administration, in 1827, occurred the Winne-
bago war, or scare as it is sometimes called. This trouble has already
been referred to. In 1827 Galena was fast attracting men to the lead
mines.®  Already there were six or seven thousand miners in and
around Galena. It was there at this time that the offensive name of
““suckers ” as applied to Illinoisans originated. Many people from the
central and southern part of the state were in the habit of’ going up
the Mississippi to the lead mines to work during the summer, but went
back down the river to winter. Some one saw a resemblance between
suell movements and those of the fish known as suckers. Ience the
Hlinoisans were termed ‘‘suckers.” Some other accounts are given of
the origin of the term, but this seems the most plansible. It is to be
hoped that the use of this odious term, as well as of those terms applied
to the inhabitants of some of our neighborinﬂ states, will ere long be
done away with.

In 1830 the population was 157,447.+ From Alton to Peoria set-
tlements were quite plenty, principally near the streams. As yet the
people had strenuously avoided settling on the open prairies.

GOVERNOR REYNOLDS.

John Reynolds was elected governor in August, 1830. Gov. Rey-
nolds was a native of Pennsylvania. He came from Tennessee to
Illinois in 1800. IIe had-long lived among the frontier people and he
had thoroughly imbibed their ways. Stuvé styles him “one of the
publie oddities in the annals of the state.” Gov. Ford styles him as
a “‘man of remarkably good sense and shrewdness for the sphere in
which he chose to move.” 1Ile had a kind disposition, and was always
ready to bestow a favor. He was in public life a great deal, and died
in 1865. The Black Hawk war, which has ‘th'eady been mentloned,
ocewrred during Gov. Reynolds’ administration.

The session of the legislature in 1832-3 was especially distinguished
by the fact that at this time the first serious efforts were made for the
construction of railroads in the state.

*Ford. T Ford.
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GOVERNOR DUNCAN.

Joseph Duncan was made governor of the state in 1834. Gov.
Duncan was a native of Kentncky, distingnished himself during the
war of 1812, and later held several state oftices. During the session
of 1824-5 he greatly distinguished himself by framing and introducing
the first bill in regard to a system of free schools in the state. In Gov.
Duncan’s message he recommended many state improvements, which
were quite fully carried out.  Public highways were made thronghout
the state and a good deal of attention was paid to the canal and railroad
charters. At the time of Gov. Duncan’s election the state was in an
unusually prosperous condition and the people were free from debt.

During his administration several banking schemes were brought
forward with the hopes of bettering the condition of affairs; but it was
soon discovered that this was a mistaken idea.

Under his administration, too, was begun the ¢ State internal
improvement system,” and at the close of his administration people
had not ceased to be dazzled by this grand scheme.

In 1837 the Lovejoy riot occurred.®* Lovejoy had tried to start an
abolitionist paper in St. Louis. Being compelled to leave that city he
wentto Alton. Ie was strongly urged not to start such a paperin Alton,
but notwithstanding such urging, and in spite of threats, he started a
religious paper. Soon his abolition principles began to be manifest,
and the community was roused against him. The final result was that
a riot occurred, in which Lovejoy lost his'life.

In 1837 Ex-Gov. Reynolds, with others, built the first railroad in
the state. This road was six miles long, and counected a coal mine
with the Mississippi river opposite St. Louis. The first locomotive
in Illinois was put upon the Meredosia & Springfield.railroad Novem-
ber 8, 1838.

GOVERNOR CARLIN.

Gov. Carlin, of Irish lineage, was elected in 1838, and was a native
of Kentncky. He came to Illinois from Missouri in 1812. He was a
commander of a spy battalion in the Black Hawk war. Ie held
several public offices. Ilis death ocenrred in 1352.

Although some began to see the folly of the system, yet Gov.
Carlin was decidedly in favor of the state internal improvement
system. DBefore a year had passed, however, the governor began to
change his mind in regard to such a plan. In 1840 the end came.

* Reynolds’ “ My Own Times.”



ILLINOIS A STATE. 63

The state improvement system had proved an absolute failure. Illi-
nois had not been alone in this speeies of folly. Several other states
had learned a like lesson. The state was now in debt, and hard times
had come. Gov. Ford, speaking of the year 1841, says: ‘‘For want
of full knowledge of her condition abroad, and of the condition of
other new states in a short time, Illinois and some others in the west
beeame a stench in the nostrils of the eivilized world. The people at
home began to wake up in terror; the people abroad, who wished to
settle in a new country, avoided Illinois, as they would pestilence and
famine, and there was great danger that the future emigrants would be
men who, having no regard for their own characters, would also have
no regard for the state where they might live.

An additional trouble came to the people of Illinois when in
February and in June, 1842, the state bank and the bank at Shaw-
neetown exploded. Certain ruin seemed impending over this and its
neighboring states.

GOVERNOR FORD.

Thomas Ford was elected governor of Illinois in 1842. He was
born in Pennsylvania in 1800. Iis father was killed by the Indians
in 1802. After his father’s death his mother with her family moved
west and finally settled in Illinois. :

Gov. Ford was quite a good lawyer. As an author, too, he ranked
quite high.

Gov. Ford thus sums up the eondition of the state at the time
he became governor: ¢ The domestic treasury of the state was
indebted for the ordinary expenses of the government to the amount of
about §313,000. Anditor’s warrants on the treasury were selling at fifty
per cent dlscount, and there was no money in the treasury whatever,
not even to pay postage on letters. The annual revenues applicable to
the payment of ordinary expenses amounted to $130.000. The treasury
was bankrupt ; the revenues were insnflicient ; the people were unable
and unwilling to pay high taxes, and the state had borrowed itself out of
all credit. A debt of near $14,000,000 had been contracted for canals,
railroads, and other purposes. The currency of the state had been
annihilated, and there was not over 200,000 or £300,000 in good
money in the pockets of the inhabitants, which occasioned a general
inability to pay taxes. The whole people were indebtéd to merchants,
nearly all of whom wete indebted to the banks or to foreign
merchants ; the banks owed everybody, and none were able to pay.
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The governor and legislature set themselves to work to extricate
the state from some of her embarrassments. In spite of many dis-
couragements success was the outecome. At the close of Gov. Ford’s
administration the state government expenses were reduced from $313,-
000 to $31,212. The treasury contained $9,260. About $3,000,000
of the public debt had been liquidated. All this had been done be-
sides other things not mentioned, so that the eredit of the state becane
suflicient to borrow enough money to finish the Illinois & Michigan
canal. Mr. Stuvé says: ¢“The year 1845 was the turning point in her
financial embarrassments and marks the beginning of her since una-
bated prosperity and march to greatness.”

Gov. Ford was certainly the right man in the right place. It would
be impossible for Illinois to estimate how much of her present pros-
perity she owes to the genius and fidelity of this honored man. After
his term of office elosed Gov. I'ord retired to private life, and during his
retirement prepared his history of Illinois. Upon his deathbed in
1850 he placed the manuseript in the hands of Gen. James Shields,
with the request that he should have it published for the benefit of his
family.

GOVERNOR FRENCH.

In the clection of August, 1846, A. C. French was chosen to sue-
ceed Gov. Ford. Gov. French was a native of New Hampshire, and
was born August 2, 1808. Iis father died when he was young, and
most of his early education devolved upon his mother, who died when
her son was but nineteen years old. Notwithstanding his fatherly care
of four brothers and sisters, he attended Dartmouth College for a time
and afterward read law, and was admitted to the bar in 1831.  After
this he removed to Illinois and became a warm friend of Stephien A.
Douglas.  After the close of his services as governor he oceupied the
chair of mathematics of McKendrie College at Lebanon.  Gov.
French being, as he was, at the head of the state, found himself equal
to the emergency, and through his economy, prudence and discretion
the credit of the state, which had been partially regained by Gov.
Ford, was completely restored. Stuvé says of him: ¢ He was zeal-
ously devoted to the best interests of the state, ever acting for the
public good without regard to personal advantage or aggrandizement.”

When Illinois was admitted into the Union a compact was made by
which all Jands sold within her boundary were exempt from taxation
for a period of five years after their sale. After several appeals to
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congress the legislature gained its object, and finally, by act of February
19, 1847, it was provided that lands were subject to taxation immedi-
ately after their sale. By this act the revenue of the state was greatly
increased.

In 1847 the Northern Cross railroad, now the Wabash, was sold.
With these and other judicious acts by the governor and legislature the
state continued in a prosperous condition, and in 1850 ‘‘for the first
time since 1839, the acerning state revenne, exclusive of specifie appro-
priations, was suflicient to meet the current demands nupon the treasury.”

It was in 1849 that the legislature passed the first township organi-
zation act, which was revised in 1851, and again in 1871.

After repeated advisals in Gov. French’s messages, the legislature
in 1851 passed an act to exempt homesteads from sale on execution.
Toward the close of his administration gnite an excitement was raised
in Illinois and in the city of St. Louis by the latter’s attempting, without
permission from Illinois, to change the main current of the Mississippi
river to the St. Louis side by constructing a dyke across the eastern
channel of the river from Bloody Island to the Illinois side. A com-
promise, however, was ultimately made and the dyke was completed,
and East St. Louis is the result.

In 1849 the Illinois legislature began and kept up for several years
work on what was known as ¢“State policy.” The object of this state
policy was that Illinois was to fix the termini of all railroads crossing
the state, and that these should be placed so as not to build up cities of
other states to the detriment of her own. One of the prime causes
which first brought forward ¢ state policy” was that Illinois had no
disposition to assist in building up St. Louis, since it seemed she had
so lately, in case of the ‘“‘Bloody Island” dyke, been trying to take
undue advantage of Illinois. DBut finally the narrow state policy gave
place to a more liberal view, and when this was done Illinois had sur-
mounted another obstrnction which had checked her onward progress.

Congress, in September 1850, granted to Illinois 3,000,000 acres
of land, for the completion of the Illinois Central railroad, which had
originally been a part of the state internal improvement system of
1837. Not only the government, but the state, was vastly benetited
by the building of this railroad. Immigration increased and the value
of lands in the vicinity of the railroad advanced rapidly.

GOVERNOR MATTESON,

The democracy gained the vietory in 1852, and Joel A. Matteson
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was made governor. He was born in Jefferson county, New York,
Anugust 8,1808.  He received a common school education, and prior to
his settling in 1833 in Kendall eounty, Illinois, he had spent a good
deal of time in traveling in the east and in the southern states. Upon
arriving in Kendall county he opened a large farm. In 1836 he moved
to Joliet, and in 1842 he was elected state senator.

Gov. Matteson had proved himself a very suceessful business man,
and when the helm of the state was placed in his hand, he, by his
liberal views and sense of justice, was amply fitted for his task.

Gov. Matteson, in his message, spoke at length upon the increasing
advancement of the state. He recommended the building of a northern
penitentiary. He also advocated the adoption of a free-school system ;
but it was not until 1855 that the law for maintaining free schools was
passed.

The educational interests of the state began to advance rapidly
under the working of the new school system. The proportion of pupils
attending school increased rapidly, and the wages of teachers were
advanced. g

During Matteson’s administration over $7,000,000 of the public
debt was paid. The population of Chiecago during this time was
doubled, and about 2,500 miles of railroad were built in Illinois.

GOVERNOR BISSELL.

In 1856 Wm. Il. Bissell was elected governor. Ile was born
April 25, 1811, in Yates county, New York. After gaining a fair
education he came west and loeated as a physician in Monroe county,
INinois. He soon found that he had mistaken his calling, and so
began the study and practice of law. In 1840 he was elected to the
legislature, after which time he was admitted to the bar. In 1846
he enlisted in the Mexican war, and was elected colonel of his regiment
and greatly distingnished himself. Upon his return home he was
elected to congress and served two terms in that office. A disease
contracted by exposure in the army caused him to be unable to walk
without crutehes. His death occurred in 1860, nearly a year before his
term of office as governor expired. Mr. Stuvé thus quotes from
Gov. Palmer’s funeral oration: ‘“When it is remembered that Wm.
H. Bissell, in the short period of sixteen years, without early educa-
tional advantages, abandoned, at the mature age of thirty years, one
profession — quitting the dull and laborious rountine of a country doetor
and resolutely turning his attention to the profession of the law, as
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affording him a wider field for his active imagination and aspiring
ambltlon, attained speedily at the latter eminence as an irresistible
advocate; distingnished himself as a SO](ll(,l as an accomplished
orator took front rank in the halls of natlonal legislature ; and, as
the standard-bearer of a new party marching toward national freedom,

was elevated to the first position of his state by the partiality of a
glateful 'md confiding people, his life may be consulued a brilliant
success.’

After Gov. Bissell’s inanguration a stormy session of the house
ensued. Logan made a speech which lasted two days, and which ¢“in
severity of language excels, perhaps, anything that that gentleman has
ever uttered.”

Another stormy diseussion ocemrred in 1859 over the apportion-
ment bill.

Gov. Bissell made many mistakes whilein office which may in part
be traced to the state of his health.

It was also in 1859 that the great frand known as the ‘¢Canal
seript fraud” was discovered. The excitement subsequent to the
discovery was greatly increased by the fact that the feeling of confidence
and respeet, which the people had had for Ex-Gov. Matteson, was
suddenly reversed. Gov. Matteson, upon his retirement from office,
was respected very highly indeed, but with the discovery of the frauds
soon the publie opinion was turned against him.

GOVERNOR 'YATES.

In 1860 the republicans of Illinois gained a grand vietory. Lin-
coln was elected president of the United States, and Richard Yates
governor of Illinois. Richard Yates was born January 18, 1818, at
Warsaw, Gallatin county, Kentucky. His father moved to Sangamon
county in 1831. In 1837 he gradunated with the first honors from the
Illinois college at Jacksonville. He afterward served three or four
terms in the legislature. Ile held the chair of state during the most
exciting term of four years that our country has ever seen. At this
time he had the implicit confidence and trust of the people of Ilinois,
and his love for the Union led him to work always in its behalt. e
gave a ready seeond to all the military efforts of the state.  Ilis procla-
mations and speeial messages are noted specially for the depth of feel-
ing and elegance of expression portrayed. The civil events dnring
Governor Yates’ administration were not of very great importance.
The time was mostly taken up by bitter party qnarrels. Much party
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exciterent prevailed during the constitutional convention of 1862,
and again at the last democratic legislature of 1863.
3 <

GOVERNOR OGLESBY.

Again in 1864 the republicans of Illinois gained a victory and
Richard J. Oglesby was elected governor. Governor Oglesby was
born in 1824, in Oldham county, Kentucky. Ile was left an orphan
at eight years of age, and when twelve years old eame to live with an
unele at Decatur, Illinois. Here he, at various times, studied law and
worked at the carpenter’s trade, and at farming. e volunteered
in the Mexican war, was elected first lientenant of Co. C, 4th
Ilinois reg., and took part in the battle of Cerro Gordo. He has
traveled considerably in this country, in Europe, and the Holy Land.
He was elected state senator in 1860, but when the war broke out he
was made colonel of the Sth Ill. reg. [le was distinguished for his
bravery in battle, and upon his partial recovery from an almost fatal
wounnd, hie was promoted to a major-generalship. His wound, however,
led him to retire from active service in less than three months.

Notwithstanding the great draft of the war upon Ilinois at the
close of rebellion, in prosperity she was the peer of any state in the
Union. This was the case, although at its beginning times seemed
unusunally hard.

Peace was made in 1865, and since then the elections in the state
have, in general, had a republican majority. Ex-Gov. Yates was
elected to the United States senate in 1865. Illinois was the first to
ratify the 13th amendment to the constitution of the United States
abolishing slavery. This legislature gave itself np quite thoroughly to
the enactment of local and private laws.

The legislative session of 1867 continued through fifty-three days,
and a very great amount of work was accomplished. Besides the
passing of some very important publie laws there were great contests
over the location of the Industrial University, the Southern Peniten-
tiary and the Capitol. The location of the Industrial University had
been under discussion for two years, and in order for Illinois to reap
any benefit from the act passed by econgress July 2, 1862, this legisla-
tlive had to decide upon a location. As Champaign county made the
highest bid the University was located there.

Another absorbing topic was the new State Capitol building and its
location. Several eities of Illinois, Peoria, the most earnest, were clamor-
ing for the seat of government, but Springtield finally triumphed.
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GOVERNOR PALMER.

John M. Palmer was elected governor in 1868. Ile was born in
Seott county, Kentucky, September 13, 1817. His boyhood days
were spent mostly in western Kentucky. In 1831 the family removed
to Madison county, Illinois. In 1834, John, with his brother Elihu,
entered Alton College and remained about eighteen months. In 1838
he formed Douglas’ acquaintance, and soon after his purpose was fixed
to study law. After studying by himself awhile he entered a law
office at Carlinville. In 1843 he beecame probate judge, and in 1852
was elected to the state senate. When the war broke out he volun-
teered his services and was elected colonel of the 14th regiment. Tor
his gallantry at Stone river he was made major-general. In February,
1865, he was made military governor of Kentucky.

Gov. Palmer has received great praise as to his abilities as a lawyer
and as a statesman.

In 1870 the state constitution was revised. This was an impor-
tant act and one which had long been needed. Many very necessary
changes were made in it, and among other things the fees system to
officers was done away with and fixed salaries substituted. The veto
power of the governor was also strengthened.

GOVERNOR BEVERIDGE.

John L. Beveridge was elected lieutenant governor for four years,
January 10, 1873. On the 23d of January, 1873, Hon. Rich. J.
Oglesby resigned the office of governor, and on the 29th of the same
month John L. Beveridge subseribed to the oath of office and entered
on his duties as'governor of Illinois.

GOVERNOR CULLOM.

In 1876 Shelby M. Cullom was elected to the governor’s chair. e
was born in Wayne county, Kentucky, in 1820, and in 1829 his parents
moved to Tazewell county. When about twenty years of age he
became a student in Mount Morris University, where he remained
nearly two years. Ile entered the law ofice of' Stuart & Edwards and
was soon admitted to practice. e held the oflice of city attorney for
one year, and in 1856 was elected to the legislature. In 1860 he was
again elected to the legislature and became speaker of the honse. Ile
was elected to the 39th congress in 1864, and in 1866 was re-clected to
the 40th congress, and took prominent part in all matters of public



70 A BRIEF HISTORY OF ILLINOIS.

interest. IIe was again re-clected, in 1868, to the 41st congress, and
became one of the leading members of the republican majority. Ie
introduced the bill for the control of polygamy in the territories,
known as ‘“Cullom’s Utah bill.” Ie was elected to the legislature in
1872, and became speaker of the house. Ile was in the legislature
again in 1874, and was unanimously the choice of the repubhcans as
speaker of the house. .

CHAPTER VIIIL

ILLINOIS IN THE MEXICAN WAR.

THOUT going into all the defails connected with the origin of

this war we will simply say that it grew out of the annexation of

Texas. Texas, after throwing off the Mexican yoke, had been clamoring
for admittance into the Union for some time. The United States had at
first declined her admittance, but at the presidential election of 1844
this was the greatissue upon which the people divided. Pope waselected,
and as he had been brought forward by the party in favor of the adinis-
sion of Texas, there was no longer any hesitation and the ¢ Lone Star
took its place in the constellation of the states.” As soon as congress
had adopted the resolution to annex Texas, the Mexican minister at

‘Washington left the country. ‘
The union was completed when, on July 4, 1845, the Texan legis-
ture ratified the act of annexation. Texas immediately asked the presi-
dent for an army for protection. Accordingly, Gen. Zachary Taylor
was sent to occupy Texas. Mexico, in rearranging her civil adminis-
tration after the revolution of 1821, had united two frontier states east
of the Rio Grande. Texas hawng gained independence naturally
claimed Coahuila. Mexico also clalm(,d the state and insisted that
the river Neuces should be the dividing line, while Texas claimed the
Rio Grande as the dividing line. Mexico scornfully refused the United
States’ proposition to settle the difliculty by negotiation, and accord-
ingly it was felt that the Mexicans were in the wrong, and Gen. Taylor
was ordered to advance as near as possible to the Rio Grande river. He
therefore established a camp in November, 1845, at Corpus Christi.
On the 9th of the next March the army began its march to the Rio
Grande. Gen. Arista, having arrived at Matamoras and taken com-
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mand of the Mexican forces on the frontier, notitied Gen. Taylor, on
April 26, that hostilities had begun, and on the same day a body of
Aumerican troops was attacked by the Mexicans east of the Rio Grande.
Upon the report of this attack reaching Washington, congress, with
unusnal alacrity, passed an act declaring war, appropriated $10,000,000
to carry on the war and anthorized the president to accept 50,000 vol-
unteers to serve in the war.

A call was soon made for volunteers. The western and southern
states were expected to furnish the greater part of the men. Illinois
was required to furnish three regiments of infantry or riflemen. The
enlistments were for twelve months, and the selection of officers was
left to the volunteers in accordance with the state militia laws. Gov.
Ford, as commander-in-chief of the state militia, on May 25 issued
his order to the militia officers to aid in'both raising and organizing the
regiments. The people of Illinois responded readily to this call, and
great patriotism was soon manifest in various parts of the state.
Martial music and patriotic speeches did their full share in rousing the
people to their country’s need. Thirty-five companies were organized
in ten days’ time, and there were forty companies more than the
requisition required by the middle of June. As there were so many
more companies than the requisition required many of the volunteers
were disappointed. As soon as thirty full companies were in uniform
they were ordered to attend the place of rendezvous.

On the 2d of July the first regiment of Illinois volnnteers was orga’
ized. It consisted of two battalions, each of which was composed of
five companies, commanded by five captains. Gen. J. J. Hardin was
elected colonel. Capt. Wm. Weatherford was elected lieutenant-
colonel and W. B. Warren, major.

The second regiment was organized and Wm. . Bissell was elected
colonel, Capt. J. L. D. Morrison, lieutenant-colonel, and Capt. H. k.
Trail, major. The third regiment was organized with Capt. Forman,
W. W. Wiley, lieutenant-colonel, and Sam. D. Marshall, major. The
first regiment numbered 877 men ; the second, 892; and the third,
906. The men presented a very fine appearance and there was but
very little intoxication among them.

The secretary of war gave authority to Hon. E. D. Baker to raise
another regiment of Illinois volunteers. It was composed of ten
companies. E. D. Baker was elected colonel, Ex-Lieut.-Gov. John
Moore, of McLain, lientenant-colonel, and Capt. T. L. Harris, major.
‘With such preparation, Illinois, having raised a larger number of vol-
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unteers than any other state in the Umon was ready to begin work
in the Mexican war.

The American forces, for the purpose of invading Mexico, were
organized into three divisions. The Army of the West was under Gen.
Kearney, and was sent to conquer the northern provinces of Mexico.
Gen. Scott commanded the Army of the Center, and was to march
from the Gulf into the center of Mexico. Gen. Taylor, who com-
manded the Army of Occupation, was to subdue the country about the
Rio Grande.

Instead of the Illinois regiments all being formed into one brigade,
as many had desired, the first and second, under Gen. Wool, were sent
to join the Army of the Center, while the third and fourth were assigned
to the Army of Occupation. The first and second started down the
Mississippi from Alton, July 17, and disembarked on Mattagorda Buy.
They started on their march across the tropical country to the San
Antonio on the 11th of August. The northern men were almost over-
come by the heat. On the 26th of September the army started on
from San Antonio, crossed the Rio Grande at San Juan, after which
the troops continned in a cirenitous route to Monclova. IHere they
halted a month, and then the line of march to Parras was taken up.
After some ten or twelve days’ stay at this place, Gen. Wool left
Parrad to station himself at Agua Nueva, in the probable route of
Santa Anna, who, it was thought, contemplated a descent, not only
éon Saltillo, distant twenty miles from Agua Neuva, but upon all the
ground for which the Army of Occupation had fought. Gen. Taylor
now joined Gen. Wool at Aguna Neuva, and on February 22, 1847, at
the *‘Narrows,” near the pass of Buena Vista, between Agua Neuva
and Saltillo, was begun the most important battle of the war. In honor
of the day Gen. Wool's troops’ watehword was “The memory of
‘Washington.” Who will doubt but the memory of Washington was
a grand stimulus to the Americans in this battle? Our Illinois men
dld nobly at Buena Vista, and many of the officers fell, among which

were Cols. Hardin and McKee. Twenty-nine were killed out of the
first and 62 out of the second regiments. After long and severe
fighting on both sides, the Mexican forees retreated and the Americans
bore the crown of victory.

The third and fourth Illinois regiments started down the Mississippi
river the latter part of July, and arrived at its destination, Camargo,
in the latter part of September. Upon landing at Vera Cruz, Gen.
Shields’ brigade, which consisted of the third and fourth regiments
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from Tllinois and one from New York, with Gen. Pillow’s brigade,
succeeded in causing the Mexicans to retreat almost precipitately before
them as they advanced. The complete investment of the eity was
made in a few days’ time, but it was some weeks when, after a bom-
" bardment of some four or five days, the eity surrendered.

On April 12, after a four days’ march, Gen. Scott’s army reached
the pass of Cerro Gordo, where Santa Anna had concentrated a force of
15,000 men after the battle of Buena Vista. Santa Anna had so
fortified this pass, that Gen. Seott considered their only chance of
advancement to consist in eutting a new road which would unite with
the national road in the rear of the enemy. The persistent Americans
were cqual to this difficult and unexpected labor, and the road was
nearly completed ere the enemy was aware of it. After the comple-
tion of this road Gen. Shields brigade of Illinois and New York
regiments, in the midnight darkness, performed the difficult task of
lifting up ‘‘hundreds of feet,” to the top of a height, a twenty-four
pound battery.

The battle of Cerro Gordo 1esulted in another victory for the
Amerieans, and it proved to be one of the most important in the war.
Gen. Scott now had almost an opén road to the capital of Mexico.
This was the last battle in which Illinois troops took part. Thronghout
the entire time they were out, the Illinois troops did their part bravely
and well. They have had much deserved praise showered upon them.
All the Illinois troops returned home about the same time. Col.
Hardin’s remains were bronght back and interred at Jacksonville.
A six-pound gun was taken by the Illinois troops from muear Santa
Anna’s headquarters at Cerro Gordo. It is now in the arsenal
Springfield and serves as a trophy of the Mexican wa

Previous to the return home of the Illinois troops two other regi-
ments were raised. The fifth Tllinois regiment was organized at Alton
June 8, 1847, with E. W. B. Newby as colonel. Its destination was
Santa F'é.  Upon reaching Santa I¢, the war being almost over, the
fifth Illinois regiment had no conflict with the enemy.

A sixth 1llinois regiment was organized, with Capt. Collins as
colonel, very soon after the organization of the fifth Illinois regiment.
A division was made in the regiment, the first battalion bemg sent to
Vera Cruz while the second did only garrison duty at Tampico. The
first battalion did no fighting except some little skirmishes with Mexican
guerrillas. © Both battalions lost many men by sickness.

Several companies of cavalry were raised, and others authorized to

6
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be raised, when the report of the fall of the city of Mexico came.
The treaty of peace between the two nations was concluded at Guada-
lupe, Hidalgo, February 2, 1848. The rivers Rio Grande and Gila
were fixed as the principal boundaries between the countries, and at
last the United States extended from ocean to ocean.

CHAPTER IX.
ILLINOIS IN THE LATE WAR.

“Oh, gales that dash th’ Atlantic’s swell,
Along our rocky shore!
Whose thunders diapasons well
New England’s glad hurrahs.

“Bear to the prairies of the west
The echoes of our joy,
The prayer that springs in every breast—
‘God bless thee—Illinois!’

“Oh! awful hours, when grape and shell
Tore through th’ unflinching line;
‘Stand firm, remove the men who fell,
Close up, and wait the sign.’

“It came at last, ‘Now, lads, the steel!’—
The rushing hosts deploy;
‘Charge, boys!’—the broken traitors reel—
Huzza for Illinois!

“In vain thy rampart, Donelson,
The living torrent bars;
It leaps-the wall, the fort is won,
Up go the stripes and stars.

“Thy proudest mother’s eyelids fill
As dares her gallant boy,
And Plymeouth Rock and Bunker Hill
Yearn to thee—Illinois.”*

UCH was the tribute to Illinois patriotism extended by a New Eng-
land man upon hearing of the noble deeds of her (Illinois) soldiers

at Fort Donelson. Illinois has well earned her tributes, and we are
proud to acknowledge her, in ardor of patriotism, second to no state in

* “Patriotism of Illinois.”
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the Union. In giving our prominence to Illinois in this article, we have
no desire to underrate her sister states. Illinois is not the only state
that stands to the front with her record of noble deeds. Illinois, in
common with the other states of the northwestern territory, had, in the
ordinance of 1787, designated her views in regard to slavery; so when
that great issue came up, previous to the great rebellion, she still was
for anti-slavery; and when finally the amendment making slavery
forever impossible in the United States was passed, Illinois was the
first of ull the states to telegraph her approval to congress.

Slavery was the primary cause which led to the great civil war.
The southern states, fearing that their institution of slavery would
ultimately be overruled by the opposers to slavery in the north,
resolved to secede from the Union. :

After the bombardment of Fort Sumter, the first act in the
drama of the rebellion, President Lincoln immediately issued a procla-
mation calling for 75,000 volunteers. Gov. Yates was informed that
the quota of Illinois was six regiments, and on April 15, 1861, he
issued the following proclamation :

¢TI Richard Yates, governor of the State of Illinois, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the constitution, hereby convene the legisla-
ture of the state, and the members of the twenty-second general assembly
are hereby required to be and appear in their respective places in the
capitol on Tuesday, April 23, 1861, for the purpose of enacting such
laws and adopting such measures as may be deemed necessary upon
the following subjects: The more perfect organization and equipment
of the militia of the state, and placing the same on the best footing to
render assistance to the general government in preserving the Union,
enforcing the laws and protecting the property and rights of the people ;
also, the raising of such money and other means as may be required to
carry out the foregoing object, and also to provide for the expense of
such sessions.”

Enlistments began immediately after the call for troops was made,
and in ten days 10,000 volunteers had offered their services, and near
one million of money was offered for the canse of liberty. Only six
regiments, however, could be accepted accordmg to the quota, and these
were designated by beg 1nn1ng with the number seven, in respect to the
six regiments that served in the Mexican war. This entire force was
styled the First Brigade of Illinois Volunteers. There were many
more men than were accepted, and it is said that some of them wept
when refused admission. By the time there was need for more troops
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the law provided that each congressional district should furnish one
regiment. . Over 200 companies volunteed at onee, and from this
number the necessary foree was accepted.  Under the next eall for
men only six regiments were again the quota for Illinois, and the patri-
otic state sent a messenger to Washington urging the acceptance of
the entire force, which was ultimately done. At the elose of the first
year of the war, Illinois had in instruetion over 17,000 men ; had sent
to the field about 50,000, thus exceeding her quota about 15, O()O

In 1862, when the eall for 300,000 volunteers came, and later,
when 300,000 militia was wanted, Tllinois was again enthusiastie, and
the adjutant-general heard from all parts of ﬂle state a demand for
the puvxletre of volunteering, that the draft might be avoided. .It fol-
lowed that in a very short time a great many volunteers were to be
raised, and these must eome, prineipally from the farmers and mechan-
ies of the state. *¢The farmers were in the midst of harvest, and it
is no exaggeration to say that, inspired by, a holy zeal, animated by a
common purpose, and firmly resolved on rescuing the government from
the very brink of rnin, and restoring it to the condition our fathers left
it, that over 50,000 of them left their harvests ungathered, their
tools and their benches, the plows in their furrows, and turning their
backs on their homes, the demands of the government were met,
and both quotas were filled. Proud, indeed, was the day to all Illi-
noisans when the announcement was made that the enlistment was
full ; and when the historian shall record the eventful days of August,
1862, no prouder record can be erected to the honor and memory ot
a free people than a plain and full narrative of actual realities. When
I remember the patriotism and unselfish impulse which animated every
soul, and the universal liberality of those who were either too young
or too old to enlist, to aid those who were eager to join their brethren
in the field ; when I remember the holy ardor whieh aged mothers and
fair danghters infused into husbands, sons and brothers,—1I say, when
I remember all these things, I cannot but feel justified in departing
from the dull rontine of statistics and bestow upon the snbject this
parting notice.”

After the last call for troops, on December 19, 1864, permission
was granted for the state to raise ten additional regiments. Many of
the persons who had distingnished themselves in the war began each
to raise a single company. Volunteers eame in rapidly until April
13, 1865, when recruiting ccased throughout the United States, and
at this time Illinois only acked 4,896 of completing her qunota. This



ILLINOIS IN TIHE LATE WAR. 7476

number would soon have been raised had not the elose of the war
made it unnecessary.

The two prineipal camps in Illinois were those of Camp Batler,
sitnated near Springfield, and Camp Douglas, of Chieago. Both
places were provided with the necessary equipments for an extensive
encampment, and it was from these camps, especially the former,
that volunteers were prepared for, and sent into, the army, and that
troops were mustered out of service. Prisoners were also kept at
these camps.  The site of Camyp Butler now forms a part of a national
cemetery. i

Illinois had some trouble in obtaining arms for use during the war.
At one time a messenger returned from Washington with orders to ob-
tain 10,000 muskets from the.arsenal at St. Louis. This was a difficult
thing to do, as St. Louis was filled with traitors, but Capt. Stokes, of
Chieago, volunteered to undertake the hazardous work. Capt. Stokes
ordered a steamer down from Alton to reach the arsenal in the middle
of one night. With some diflicnlty the muskets were seized and the
steamer passed the secession battery and reached Alton by five o’clock in
the morning. Iearing that he wonld be pursued, Capt. Stokes, as
soon as he l‘mdcd rushed to the fire-bell and rang it with sueh vigor
that the citizens eame en masse to the river. Upon hearing the state of
affairs, men, women and children began unloading the steamer and
climbed up the levee with the freight to the cars. With these arms,
thus narrowly reseued from the enemy, the first regiments of the state
were made 1eadv for the war.

It will be impossible in this work to go into detail and speak of the
battles participated in by the memfrom Illmms. Snffice it to say that
her sons did her eredit wherever they were. ¢ Ilow much the nation
is indebted to Illinois for the auspicious termination of the war may
be inferred from the fact that in the two great movements which
severed the insurgent states, and so greatly paralyzed their efforts, her
soldiers were more largely represented than those of any other mem-
ber of the Union. Furthermore, we must place on the credit side of
her balanee sheet a large amount of legal talent, superior generalship
and exeentive ability ; for Trumbull was our lawyer, Grant our soldier,
and Lincoln our president.”

After the grand veview of the armies of the east and west, on Penn-
sylvania avenue, in Washington, the ‘“mighty host™ dispersed, and by
regiments, returned to their homes. A joyous weléome home did Illi-
nois give to her brave and honored vietors in the great struggle.

’
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Brilliant receptions were prepared for them and happy greetings were
being exchanged cverywhere. But alas! there were some who did
not return for their welcome greeting.  They died in their brave efforts
in behalf of the honor and glory of their country, and passed to the
home above, where their greeting is now waiting for the friends left
behind.

CHAPTER X.

ORGANIZATION AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE PRINCIPAL RAILROADS
OF ILLINOIS.*

HE Baltimore and Ohio and Chicago railroad was organized as the

Baltimore, Pittsburgh and Chicago Railway Company, March 13,
1872, and in 1877 was changed to the present name. It was putin
operation November 17, 1874, from junction of the Illinois Central
railroad to Chicago Junction, Ohio, a distance of 262.5 miles. The
proportion of the road in Illinois is 5.90 miles.

The Cairo and St. Louis railroad was chartered I'ebruary 16, 1865,
and the main line was put in operation from East St. Louis to Cairo
March 1, 1875 —a distance of 1514 miles. The road had been oper-
ated, however, as construction progressed, for two years previons. The
agegregate length of all its tracks in Illmms is 161 miles.

The Cairo and Vincennes railway was mganved under the geneldl
railroad laws of Illinois, July 9, 1880.  The length of the main line,
from Cairo, Illinois, to Vincennes, Indiana, is 157+ mlles 150+ miles
of which are in Ilinois. 1

The Chicago and Alton Railroad Company was organized at
Chicago on October 16, 1862.  The original name of this company was
the ¢ Alton and Sangamon Railroad Company,” and the date of the
original charter was February 27, 1847. At the time of the fourth act
of amendment, June 19, 1852, the name was changed to Chicago and
Mississippi Railroad Company, and at the third amendment after this
change, and on Febrdary 14, 1855, the name was changed to the
Chicago, Alton and St. Louis Railroad Company. By an act of Janu-
ary 21, 1857, the name was changed to St. Louis, Alton and Chicago
Railway Company, whose railroad and property was acquired by the
Chicago and Alton Railroad Company.

* From “ Report of the RR. and W. Commission, 1881.”,
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On April 5, 1870, this company purchased the unfinished road of
the ¢ Hamilton, Lacon and Eastern Railroad Company,” and on Sep-
tember 5, 1879, the road and branch road of the Chicago and Illinois
River Railroad Conipany was purchased. The former road was incor-
porated March 7, 1867, and the latter February 28, 1867. The follow-
ing roads have been leased to the Chicago and Alton Railroad Com-
pany : The road of the Joliet and Chicago Railroad Company, incor-
porated February 15, 1855 ; the road of the Alton and St. Louis
Railroad Company, incorporated February 4, 1859 ; the road of the
St. Louis, Jacksonville and Chicago Railroad Company ; the road of
the Louisiana and Missouri River Railroad Company, incorporated
March 10, 1859 ; and the roads of the Kansas City, St. Louis and
Chicago Railroad Company.

The length of the main line of the Chicago and Alton road, from
Chicago to East St. Louis, is 280.70 miles. The branch lines in Ilk-
nois aggregate 295.58 miles in length, while the aggregate length of all
the tracks, including sidings, double tracks, ete., is 754.17 miles. The
number of stations in Illinois is one hundred and fifteen.

The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railroad, with its branches, is
made up of several short lines. The Chicago and Aurora Railroad
Company, which was first chartered June 22, 1851, and the Central
Military Tract Company united their roads July 9, 1856, and formed
the Chicago, Burlington and Quiney railroad. This company owns
soveral branch roads, and the aggregate length of the main lines and
branch roads in Illinois is 1,131+ miles, and there are one hundred
and sixty-eight stations in this state.

The Chicago and Eastern railroad was first organized as the Chicago,
Danville and Vincennes railroad, and was chartered Febronary 16, 1865.
Several changes and consolidations have been made in connection with
the road, the last of which was on March 8, 1881, when the Chicago
and Eastern Illinois railroad and Danville and Grape Creck railroad
consolidated as the Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad Company.
The aggregate length of track in Illinois is 177 miles, and the number
of stations is thirty-five. ;

The Chicago and Grand Trunk Railway Company was formed by
the consolidation of a number of railways under the laws of Michigan,
Indiana and Illinois. The consummation of these consolidations was
made April 7, 1880, and the present name was given to the corpora-
tion. Only 34.89 miles of the track lie within Illinois, but therc are
fifteen stations.
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The Chicago and Towa railroad was put in operation May, 1872,
and was formed by the consolidation of the Ogle and Carroll County
and the Chicago and Iowa railroads. The former was chartered
February 18, 1857, and the latter March 30, 1869. The aggregate
length of track in Illinois, ineluding the leased line from Flage Center
to Rockford, is 115.93 miles, and .there are twenty-two stations.

The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul railway was organized on
May 5, 1863, under the name of the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway
Company. The present name was given it on February 11, 1874
There are 295.77 miles of the track and seventy-four stations in Illi-
nois.

The present Chicago and Northwestern railway was begun in 1848
by the Galena and Chicago Union Railroad Company, under a charter
which dated January 16, 1836. The Chicago and Northwestern Rail-
way Company was organized June 7, 1859. Many purchases, leases
and consolidations have been made, and now the company owns 636.25
miles of track in Illinois, along which there are one hundred and
twenty-one stations.

The Chicago, Pekin and Southwestern Railroad Company owns
92 miles of track in this state, and there are nineteen stations on the
road.

The Chicago, Rock Island and Pacitic Railway Company was formed
August 20, 1866, by the consolidation of the Chicago, Rock Island
and Pacific Railroad Company, of Iowa, which was chartered Febrnary
7, 1851, and the Rock Island and La Salle Railroad Company, which
was chartered February 27, 1847. The main line from Chicago to
Rock Island was put in operation July 10, 1854. This company
operates 397.51 miles of track, in Illinois, along which there are fifty-
four stations.

The Chicago and Western Indiana Railroad Company was organ-
ized June 6, 1879. This line was open for operation to Twelfth street,
Chicago, in December, 1850. It is made use of as a terminus into the
city by the Chicago and Eastern [llinois Railway Company, Chicago
and Grand Trunk Railroad Company, and the Wabash, St. Lonis and
Pacific Railway Company. In all there are only 48.38 miles of track
and eleven stations in Illinois. 3

The Cincinnati, Indianapolis, St. Louis and Chicago railway, in
addition to several other roads, operates the Cineinnati, La Iayette and
Chicago railroad, 33.05 miles of which is in Illinois.

The Danville, Olney and Ohio River railroad was chartered March
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10, 1869, and was built first a narrow gauge, but was changed to the
standard gaunge. The length is 52.02 miles and there are fifteen
stations.

The Danville and ‘southwesteln railroad was charteredd March 23,
1869, under the name of the Paris and Danville Railroad (Jnmp(my.
The road was put in operation from Danville to Paris in 1872.  There
are 108.57 miles of track and thirty-three stations in Illinois.

The East St. Louis and Carondelet railway exists under a charter
approved February 18, 1857. The main line was put in operation
September 26, 1872, and the name was changed to. the present one
April 19, 1873, The aggregate length of tracks is 18.50 miles.

The East St. Louis connecting railway was put in operation Octo-
ber 28, 1879. The articles of incorporation were filed with the secre-
tary of state of Illinois January 4, 187§. There are but 3.30 miles of
track in the road.

The Fulton County Narrow Gange Railway Company was organized
in the month of August, 1878, and the whole line was put in operation
in December. 1880. The length of the track, from Havana, Illinois,
to Fairview, Illinois, is 28.05 miles, and there are six stations.

The Grand Tower Mining, Manufacturing and Transportation
Company was named April 9, 1869. An act to incorporate the Monnt
Carbon Coal Company was dated January 24, 1835. The name was
changed from the Mount Carbon Railroad Company to present name
on the date above mentioned, and the main line began operation in
1866. The length of all tracks is 31 miles, and the number of stations
is six.

The Havana, Rantoul and Eastern Railway Company, which was
organized January 11, 1873, after several consolidations with other
roads, was melgcd into the Wabash system May 1, 1881. The length
of the main line in Illinois is 67.5 mlles, and the number of stations
is eighteen. :

The Illinois Central railroad was originally chartered February 10,
1851, and the first portion of the road was put in operation May 24,
1852. A number of consolidations and leases have been made and
now the road operates 1,108.33 miles of track in Tllinois, along which
there are two hundred and four stations.

The Hlinois Midland railway is a consolidation of several railways.
The first portion of the road was chartered February 18, 1861. The
length of the entire track in Illinois is 179+ miles, and there are thirty-
eight stations.



82 A BRIEF IIISTORY OF ILLINOIS.

The main line of the Illinois and St. Louis Railroad Company was
put in operation April, 1871. There are thirteen stations in Illinois,
and the aggregate length of track is 26 miles.

The present company took possession of the Indiana, Bloomington
and Western railway August 9, 1879. In March, 1881, this company
was consolidated with the Ohio, Indiana and Pacific Railroad Company.
The company leases some roads. The entire length of track in Illinois
is 144.37 miles, and there are thirty stations.

The Indianapolis, Decatur and Springfield Railway Company is a
consolidation of two companies chartered under the name of Indiana
and Illinois Railroad Company. The final consolidation, by which the
present company’s full possession was effected, was made November
16, 1875. There are 80.27 miles of track and thirteen stations in
Tlinois. ‘ A

The Indianapolis and St. Louis railway operates 218 miles of track
in Illinois, along which are forty-four stations.

The Jacksonville Southeastern Railway Company was organized
June 28, 1879. The company operates 56.78 miles of track, along
which are thirteen stations.

The Lake Erie and Western Railway Company was organized Janu-

ary 1, 1880, by the consolidation of a number of roads, and operates
87.06 miles of track in Illinois. There are seventeen stations in this
state. :
The first charter for any portion of the Lake Shore and Michigan
Southern Railway Company was granted April 22,1835. This present
company was formed in 1869, by the consolidation of several com-
panies. The length of track in Illinois is 54.50, while there are seven
stations. :

The present Louisville, New Albany and St. Louis Railway Company
was formed by the consolidation of two companies August 15, 1878.
There are 18 miles of track and six stations in Illinois.

The Louisville and Nashville railroad was incorporated by an act of
the Kentucky legislature, approved March 5, 1850. It controls many
branch roads and operates 207.3 miles of track in Illinois. There are
seventy stations in Illinois.

_ The date of the original charter of the Michigan Central Railroad
Company is March 28, 1846. The building of the road, however, was
begun by the Detroit and St. Joseph Railroad Company. The com-
pany controls several roads under leases, and operates 67.44 miles in
Illinois. The number of stations in Illinois is ten.
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The Moline and Southeastern Narrow Gauge Railway Company was
organized March 27, 1878, and the construction of the road was com-
menced in September, 1878. There are but ten miles of track and two
“stations in Illinois.

The original charter for the Ohio and Mississippi railroad in Illinois
was granted February 12, 1861. The company operates several branch
lines, and the aggregate length of track operated in Illinois is 417.62
miles. The number of stations in Illinois is eighty-five.

The Pennsylvania company operates 52.72 miles of track in Illinois,
along which are seven stations.

The road now owned by the Peoria, Decatur and Evansville Railway
Company was commenced in 1869. Several consolidations and leases
have been made by the present company. The aggregate length of
track is 220.1 miles, and the number of stations in Illinois is fifty-three.

The original charter of the Peoria, Pekin and Jacksonville Railroad
Company was approved June 11, 1861. Several changes have been
made in the property of the company, and since December 15, 1879,
the road has been operated under the present name, but the reorganiza-
tion is not yet complete. There are twenty-two stations in this state,
and the aggregate length of the track is 83+ miles.

The Peoria and Pekin Union Railway Company was organized Sep-
tember 28, 1878, and the line was put in operation by this company
Febraary 1, 1881. It also operates some leased track. The company
operates 33.09 miles of track, along which are four stations.

The Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. Louis Railway Company operates
43.7 miles of track in Illinois.

The Rock Island and Mercer County railroad was organized in
May, 1876, and was constructed the same year. The aggregate length
of track is 28.85 miles, and there are six stations.

The present Rock Island and Peoria Railway Company was organized
October 9, 1877.  The company operates 95.5 miles of track in Illinois.

The St. Louis, Alton and Terre Haute Railroad Company was
incorporated June 24, 1872, under an act approved February 28, 1861.
It has control of several branch roads, while a part of the road is leased
to the Indianapolis and St. Louis Railroad Company. The aggregate
length of track in Illinois is 355 miles, and there are forty-five stations.

The St. Louis Coal Railroad Company was organized October 15,
1879, and the main line was completed August, 1880. It operates,
under lease, the railroad between Carbondale and Marion. The entire
length of track is 29 miles, and the number of stations seven.
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The Roekford, Rock Island and St. Louis railroad was sold to the
St. Louis, Rock Island and Chicago Railroad Company. This road
was then sold to and is now operated as a branch of the Chicago,
Burlirgton and Quincy railroad. The entire length of all the tracks is
344+ miles, and there are sixty-one stations in the state.

The Springfield, Eftingham and Southeastern Railway Company
was formed by the consolidation of two other companies. The aggre-
gate length of track is 58.75 miles, and there are eleven stations along
-the road.

The original charter of the Springfield and Northwestern eompany
was dated March 24, 1869. The main line was put in operation
December, 1874. The Wabash ecompany is now operating the road.
The aggregate length of tracks is 47.7 miles, and there are nine stations
on the road.

The Sycamore, Cortland and Chicago Railroad Company took the:
present name in 1877: The road was ehartered in 1858 under the:
Syecamore and Cortland Railway Company. There are but 6.90 miles
in the track.

The Terre Ilaute and Indianapolis Railroad Company was named
March 6, 1865. It was incorporated January 26, 1847, under the
name of Terre Haute and Richmond Railroad Company. This road
operates 188.03 miles of track in Illinois, upon which there are thirty-
nine stations.

The Toledo, Peoria and Warsaw railroad is owned and operated by
the Wabash, St. Louis and Paeific Railway Company. The aggregate
length of track in Illinois is 281.87 miles. 3

The Union Stock Yards and Transit Company, of Chicago, was.
organized under a charter of Februnary 13, 1865, by which it was
required to construct a railway from the yards so as to connect the
same with all the tracks of railroads whieh terminate in Chicago
between the lake sljore and southwest ecorner of the city. The length
of track now constructed and used for that purpose is about 45
miles. The above named eompany has no organization as a railroad
eompany, and operates no railroad, but owns and keeps in repair the:
above-mentioned track.

The Wabash, Chester and Western Railroad Company was organ-
ized Febraary 20, 1878, and is formed by the consolidation and pur-
chase of several roads. The aggregate Iength of track is 45.55 miles
and the number of stations fifteen.

The Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific Railway Company is a consoli-
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dation of several companies. The Great Western Railway Company
was organized in 1859 and the Toledo and Wabash railway was organized
in-1862. These two roads consolidated in 1865 and took the name of
Toledo Wabash and Western railway. This railwav was placed in
the hands of a receiver in 1875, and in February, 1877, the Wabash
Railway Company acquired the property of the Toledo, Wabash and
Western railway. November 10, 1879, the Wabash railway con-
solidated with the St. Louis, Kansas City and Northern railway,
taking the name of the Wabash, St. Louis and Pacifie Railway Com-
pany. The aggregate length of track belonging to this company in
INinois is 1,265.68 miles, and there are two hundred and eighty-four
stations. e
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CHAPTER XL

UNIVERSITIES.
THE ILLINOIS NORMAL UNIVERSITY.

HIS institution, located at Normal, Illinois, was founded by the

act of February 18, 1857, and began operations October 5, 1857.

The whole number of students who have received instruction since

the institution was founded is about 7,000. The average attendance in
the Normal department is 275, and in the Model department 175.

The university building is one hundred and sixty feet long, has
three stories and a basement, and stands in a beautiful park of fifty-six
acres, ornamented with fine evergreens and other trees. The original
cost of the building was about $150,000. The lands and most of the
cost of building was donated, of which donations, McLean county
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THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS NORMAL UNIVERSITY.
[From Illinois Legislative Manual.] »

This_institution was founded by act of the legislature, approved
April 29, 1869. Its location was fixed at Carbondale by a commission
appointed by Governor Palmer, and the corner-stone was laid with
appropriate ceremonies May 17, 1870. The work of instruction began
within its walls July 2, 1874. On Scptember 6, 1874, the regular ses-
sions'of the Normal University commenced.

The building is brick, in the Norman style of architecture, with
trimmings of sandstone in two colors. It is two hundred and fifteen
feet in extreme length and one hundred and nine feet in width. It has
a basement story, two stories, and a mansard story. The basement is
devoted to the apparatus for heating, and for laboratory and dissecting
rooms, exercises in unpleasant weather, and as a residence for the jani-
tor. The mansard is for lecture hall, library, museum, art gallery and
rooms for literary socicties. The other two stories are for purposes of
study and recitation.

The faculty consists of eleven professors and teachers, who have
been selected from the best institutions in the west. There are also
employed twenty-five or more pupil teachers or tutors. Rev. Robert
Allyn, D.D., became principal about 1874. e had been at the head
of several other institutions and was remarkably successful.
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WITH

PERSONAL SKETCHES OF MANY INHABITANTS OF THE
COUNTY.

“Temperance, morals, courteous bearing,

And the hand to help all round,

Each another’s burden sharing,—
Generous traits like these abound ;

Energetie, self-confiding, ;
And religious and sincere,

Patient, duteous, law-abiding,—
Men like these are common here.”

THE HISTORIAN’S TASK.
DEDICATED TO EMMA C. PIATT BY WILSON F. COX.

A truly patriotic task, to hand

To future generations yet unborn,

The treasured annals of your native land,
‘Where grows the waving wheat and golden corn.

A truly patriotic task, to tell

Of hardy pioneers who, from afar,

Sought out the fertile land we love so well,
As led by “ Empire’s westward beacon Star.”

A truly patriotic task, to speak

Of times of danger, peril and of fear,
‘When oft was heard the agonizing shriek
Of victims of the tomahawk and spear.

A truly patriotic task, to write

Of times that tried the souls of bravest men ;
‘When fond adieux were spoken by each at night
Lest they in life should never meet again.






CHAPTER L

PIATT COUNTY—ITS TOPOGRAPHY, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AND
RESOURCES.

OCATION.—Near the center of one of the richest and most influ-
ential states of the Union, and about midway between Chicago and
St: Louis, the chief cities of central United States, is located the little
county of Piatt. It lies right in the midst of the great agricultural
" region of Illinois, and the neighboring counties being influential in the
state, thus aid in advancing the interests of Piatt county. - McLean
and DeWitt counties form the northern boundary ; Champaign and
Douglas bound it on the east; Moultrie forms the southern boundary,
while it is bounded on the west by Macon and DeWitt counties.
Area.—Piatt county comprises an area of 488 sections, or 280,320
acres of land. This land is divided into eight townships, as follows :

Mornticello TOWSHTDI e« F s SRl T A RIS L . L L 48 Sections
1500 (A NN T VT Dot b oag B ol o o Fo gl BEIBIA00 - - = PRI S B Tk > 48 Sections
Sangamon Township.......... I et A YT 2 & 1 ' 1By AR K R EY 48 Sections
WA RowAEhipa e - Fas . yo ) FIFEE Ty O SRR A - L e 48 Sections
R B S R BT ) S e e A e e R b e ol G R T o)
EEFYo GOrdo TOWDSIIPIER e o e reute s lele Blaberd Tt oo o o forwesy. SIAT LS BOPSECHONS
Blne Ridge TowRSIIES A . R 1110 e Y R 64 Sections
Willoxv; Bran el foNn S p o oo o o Sleisaro b, Bhmnr o ae)olorete oot s sadgfo ofs < o164 66} Sections

According to the assessor’s list of 1879, the acres and value of im-
proved and unimproved lands were as follows :

i provied Al oMty Ml s ] R e g g o AV 262,068 acres
Unimproved land................. EEL3 o b L o b b o0 oD 85 13,509 acres
AN UG TN o R L4 LA o T2 R WS Tl R, RO 1 i LI ks 5 SOt e L £3,635,177

‘Within the last three yeais much of the formerly ¢ raw ” land has
been improved, and the value of all the land has been greatly ad-
vanced. Preparations are being continually made for the improving
of the low lands in the county. Tiling has already done much in this
direction, but its value in preparing the soil for cultivation is not, as
yet, half realized. It will not be long before every foot of soil in this
county will be under cultivation. ‘

Topography.—The physical features of the county are similar to
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those of the surrounding counties. However, the amount of timber
and prairie land is probably more nearly equal here than in some of
the neighboring counties. The surface, in the most part, is undu-
lating, the northern part of the county, however, being more rolling
than the land of the southern townships.

Hydrography.—In the main, the county has excellent natural
drainage. A ridge, striking .the county line a little north of Cerro
Gordo and extending northeasterly through the county, passing
between Bement and Monticello and extending into Champaign county,
forms the water-shed between the Illinois and Kaskaskia rivers, both
tributaries of the Mississippi river. From this ridge magnificent views
of various parts of the county can be seen. A beholder, some sunshiny
day in harvest time, standing on the ridge at a point east of Mounti-
cello, could ask for no grander view in any agricultural region of the
state. The eye leaving the timber, which is visible as far as the eye
can reach to the northeast, and turning slowly to the east and south-
east, is first attracted by the undulating prairie, dotted everywhue
with fast growing groves of trees. A protracted glance takes in the
beautiful effect produced by the various fields of grain and corn, and a
practical eye readily sees a ‘‘mint of money” literally growing on the
ground. This is but an illustration of what may be seen at any point
of the ridge.

A httle north of this ndgc, and coursing southwesterly across the
county, flows the Sangamon river, through quite a belt of timber. The
principal tributaries of the Sangamon on the north are Madden’s Run,
Goose Creek, Wild Cat Creek and Friend’s Creek, which runs through
a very small portion of the western part of the county. Camp Creek
and Willow Branch are the prmmpal tributaries on the south. The
extreme northern part of the county is drained by Salt Creek, another
tributary of the Sangamon. The southern and southeastern part of
the county drains into the Kaskaskia through the West Okaw and Lake
Fork of the Okaw. It is in the southeastern part of the county that the
drainage is most ineflicient. The fall of the country along the Lake
Fork is very slight, and during the rainy season of the year acres of
rich and valuable land are submerged. A movement is under foot
now which we hope will be successful. It is proposed to deepen the
channel of the Lake Fork in eastern Bement township and southern
Monticello, or in other words dig a big ditch which will be of size
sufficient to drain all the swamp lands in that section of the county.
This is a wanc long felt and we trust the wished for result is near at hand.
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There are a few living springs in the county. Probably the most
noted of these is Coon’s spring, on the south bank of the Sangamon,
a little above the Marquiss ford. This is quite a resort, and serves
alternately for eamp-meeting and pienic grounds. Another spring near
.the Wabash railroad bridge, has also attracted pleasure seekers. From
the bluff’ above this spring, probably the most beautiful view of the
Sangamon in the county can be seen.

The main dependence of the people for water is in wells, and an
abundant supply of excellent drinking water ean be had at a:moderate
depth of digging. In some cases, upon boring for water, a seemingly
exhaustless supply has been obtained.

Mounds.—Up the river, a little way from the spring just referred
to, are a number of mounds, commonly known as Indian mounds.
Aecording to Mr. McAdams, of Otterville, Illinois, who has given
‘¢ American antiquities ” many years of study, it is impossible to
definitely aseribe these mounds as being the work of the Indians, the
¢ Pottery-makers,” or the mound-builders, without an examination of
the remains and implements which are now, or were once probably
contained in them.

Climate.—In regard to the climate of the eounty we quote the
following :  ¢“Closely bordered on the east by the vast forests of In-
diana j sheltered by the fringes of forest that line the banks of the
sinuous streams and the island-like groves of forest; loeated out of the
direct route of the trade-winds from the southwest, though these are
mildly deflected to us by the river forests of the Kaskaskia and Sanga-
mon rivers, and little subject to the cold currents from the polar plains,
that press down the valley of the upper Mississippi, making a varianee
in the isothermal lines that mark the several seasons,” this county
shows a more equable climate than most other parts of the eountry. -

Agricultural Products.—* When the county was first settled the
rank grasses presented an impediment to evaporation, and the result
was a moist climate, that gave a too luxuriant growth to wheat and
oats. This resulted in the lodging of the latter and producing rust in
the former, but eulture and pasturage have so modified these eonditions
that the latter is becoming one of our great staples, and the former,
both in its spring and winter varieties, is becoming more and more
popular as we learn better how to manage this erop.”

The soil of the county is well adapted to the grasses, and there is
often good grazing for nearly nine months in the year. Portions of
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many of the farms in the county have been unsed for no other purpose
save that of"; gxanng :

Sorghum has met with encouraging results in t}ns county. The
potato crop averages well.  All cereals are at home on this soil; but
the grand staple of the county is Indian corn. - In all the fifty years
since the first settlement of this county, the time has not been known
when there was an absolute failure of the corn crop. Some large farms
in the county dre devoted entirely to the raising of broom corn.

Frult.—This county produces as fine a quality of fruit as any
tract of land of similar size in central Illinois. Many varieties of the
apple and pear trees, and many varieties of the grape, blackberry,

raspberry’ and other small fruits are grown. About every other year
pedches of good' quaht) grow in abundance. The several nurseries and
many fine orchards testify to the fact that this isa fruit growing county.

In order to more fully portray the ddaptablhty of this soil f01 agri-
cultaral ploducts, we quote from the assessor’s report of 1879 the
fol]owmq [l

¥ CROPS IN ACRES. i

Other
Wheat. Corn. Oats. Meadow. Products.
Monticello. . ..... T ol S s A A 497 8,994 1,429 1,176 631
IERmant - o 0o T R iR 0 o 403 10,393 1,453 2,203 2,254
Wity .0 oA A A R et b r 923 10,221 904 1,223 862
Cerro (xordo. Aot BRI (| 1 s L1203 14969 0 2,199 2391 1,597
WG O Brameh . .. oottt e s o %20 628 13.741 1,655 2,551 593
GoewGrealc . FRTIIt rm mvas. malL 486 12,289 2,392 1,750 1,311
Blue Ridge:.... ISRy S et B ' - 264 21,465 3,505 3,152 704
S’m"amon v = BRI & e T & Wk 4 0()0 11,371 1,585 1,781 1,473

Ae(;oxdmfr to the same lepOI‘t in 1879 there were 44,153 acres of
inclosed pasture; 2,274 acres in orchard ; and 49,463 acres of woodland
in the county. _ : :

Stock.—But a glance over the reports just given suffices to indicate
that stock-raising must be carried on in this county. For fifty years
this has been one of the great industries of the county. According to
the assessor’s report of 1882 the county contained 6,321 sheep ; 10,064
mules and horses; 16,218 cattle, and 27,493 hogs; the aggregate
value,of the same being estimated at $564,238.

The grade of stock in the county is continually improving. In
regard to cattle the short-horns seem to have the preference of the
people, and consequently there are several herds in the county. The
dairy stock is also improving. In this the Jerseys and Alderneys
have the preference. The Berkshire, Poland China and Red-rocks or
Jersey-red hogs are the principal improved grades in the county. Of
horses, the draft stock has been principally in demand. Of late years
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several importations of horses have been made from Great Britain and
France. Trotting horses have been introduced into the southern part
of the county from a Kentucky grade of stock. The influence of these
superior grades of stock for the road and for work has already been felt,
and we are glad to note the increasing interest in this direction.
Markets. —Subsequent to statements relating to the agricultural
products and the stock of the county; there conies a query relating to
the markets and shipping facilities. In regard to railroad facilities
this county is second to none in central Tllinois. = Not a foot of ground
lies farther than six miles from a railroad ; ay, and we are very near the
truth when we say that every foot of land is within six miles of a rail-
road station. Five railroads cross the county in a general direction
from east to west, making abundant facilities for marketing in the east-
ern cities. The railroad extending north and south through the middle
of the county connects the rival cities of Chicdago and St. Louis, and
affords ample means for shipments to either place. We quote the

following, showing the distance of Monticello from some of the neigh-

boring cities and principal market places in the United States.

Miles. Miles.

Champiigny o Setin . o Rl 10 v L AS 0= SRIBO I Sigegs, A 2 e 52 L Lo T S 135
Decaties! o s T ) EL SR aor | TGIIIPOIIE . . . .. i T, <ottt 139
Bloomingtolici. g F coeret- cldag: A6 Toledomstimy = 5500 o dh ot 303
Danville ... ... . SL N o 1 o NS SR LB IEIMMOTENSY 4« 7S A e el S 936
Springfi eldMel . vk v LA bt OF R IFNEW PHORLS: * ... .. S ST 1024
Havannahyi5e: ., nl Wbt g 86; [iBoston . it ... % S e MR\ fg 7 1098
Chicagod it e S LTy e L 146

Manufactures, ete.—In manufactures, Piatt county is extremely
limited. Agricultural implements, wagons, buggies, etc., are made,

but in limited quantities. Brick kilns are in several parts of the county,

while tile manufactories are becoming quite plentiful and very profit-
able. The county is well supplied with flour mills : Monticello, Bement,
Cerro-Gordo and Mansfield, each contains mills, while there is a water-
power mill about a mile north of Monticello, on the Sangamon river.
There is a steam saw-mill in connection with the latter mill. Piatt
county needs more mannfactures. With its good railroad facilities we
see no reason why almost any manufacturing establishment would not
do well. Within the last year or two several tow-mills have been
started, and witli suceess. We are glad of it and trust that mills of
various kinds will follow suit. ;

In the foregoing manner have we related some of the advantages,
the resources and needs of Piatt county. No attempt has been made
to overrate it, while we have conscientiously striven to give it due
mention.

g



CHAPTER 1I.

GEOLOGY OF PIATT COUNTY.

HERE is an older history of this little speck of the vast globe which

we call Piatt county than the traditions of the log cabin, or even
those roving tribes that preceded the cabin, can tell us. For this oldest
history we must look to the first and oldest settlers—the rocks. But
the record of so small and uniform a space must necessarily be brief.

The great geological revolutions which have rent and upheaved
and turned the strata in other portions of the globe by which the clue
to that long dark past is discovered, seem not to have disturbed this
locality ; or, if such disturbances took place they have been carefully
covered over and hidden by the peaceful action of later ages.

Beneath us may be the relic of an ancient sea-floor, overlaid by
the traces of a vanished land surface, over which again the waters
may have left marks of their dominion. There may be great coal
measures with their buried forms of extinct vegetation. Perhaps there
are traces of a sea-shore, where huge animals left the prints of their
ponderous tread, or a tiny raindrop its impress, to tell us of its missive
then as now. There may be indications of great forests, or vast
marshes where gigantic reptiles floundered. But if there are such
records they are sealed in that great tomb beneath us to which we
have had, as yet, no admittance.

While the region around the great lakes and the Alleghames were
rearing their heads above the waters, as the forerunners of this great
continent, this, with the adjoining counties of central Illinois, was a
part of a vast ocean bed. Not until during what is ealled in geology
the Carboniferous age is it supposed that it emerged from its watery
depths. There are no formations to be seen, however, older than the
Drift.

One vast age, the Tertiary, had begun and ended its unknown
myriads of years, and another, the Quaternary, has begun since the
Carboniferous, before what is ealled the Drift or Glacial period was
formed. The phenomena representing this period seems to have been
cansed by a great refrigeration of the elimate, which reached such a
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height that the whole continent north of 39 degrees was loaded with
immense accumulations of ice and snow which overrode hill and
valley, removing soil and surface material to the southward. In this
way those large stones called bowlders scattered over the county are
accounted for. They were carried here and left by the powerful gla-
cier. Not only the bowlders are accounted for in this way, but the
clay, sands and pebbles.

The survey taken of the county under the authority of the States in
1868 gives the following observations :

Appear(mce of the drift at the Sangamon river bridge near Monti-
cello:

1. “Yellowisizhrowntelayae e STy SRSt 0 S, SO 2 5 feet.
2.4-Clay, sand=andibowlelers . ErSa MR UL SR 2 I SR 5 feet.
3. Dark ash, brown clay, fine sand and pebbles................. 4 feet.
4. | *Blackiclaviritm i BT L e 35 SIS PN ot o AR 1 foot. .
5. Clay streaked brown and black and with ochrey red.......... 8 feet.

Sangamon biuffs:

1. Brown=claymae = E Nvaes) [ e s, 8 . NESn Mot ¢ 6 feet

2. "PebblesrandBalayn{h st SRk S Al A AT etk o g, O iR 10 feet.

3. At top dark-brown clay, below reddish brown finely com-
minglediSanusandyclaysS=n 1" . L SRR U L g e 14 feet,

Between Monticello and Centerville the road washings disclose
three to four feet of bright brown clay, sometimes brown sand, pebbles
and bowlders. On the prairies there are bowlders of granite of vari-
ous colors: gray, red, sienitic, granite, quartzite, and altered sandstone,
gneiss and greenstone ; and in the altered drift Devonian fossils and
fragments of coal measure rocks.

Springs highly colored with oxide of iron are found. On Sec.
29, T. 19 N., R. 5 E., there are many such springs. Some of them
are strongly chalybeate. In one gas arises, and a quantity of brown
sediment is deposited on its sides, and it is marshy around. Some of
the wells dug and bored from sixty to one hundred feet are supplied
with a seemingly exhaustless amount of water. This great vein of
water is thus reached at various depths throughout the county. In
Goose Creek township a well was bored 120 feet, but the vein was not
reached. On the fair-grounds it was reached at fifty-two feet. Accord-
ing to the state geological survey, in the northern part of the county,
water is reached at a depth of from twelve to twenty feet. DBement,
fifteen to thirty feet, and on the prairie near Monticello at from twenty
to thirty feet. For surface. water, wells in the timber are dug deeper
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than in the plalrl(}, but *tis vice versa in regard to the nevel-ffuhng
stream. N = ' :
One of the wells dug in the county showed a fine deposition of
conglomerate, supposed to have been from the bottom of Lake Mlclngan
when it§ outlet was the Mississippi river. Pieces of wood have been
found in various wells of the county. Mr. Jesse Warner reports a
piece of wood resembling.a crab-apple branch, well ‘preserved, and
at the depth of twenty-five feet. We might mention other similar
remains of former geological periods, and we suppose there have been
some dépositions’ discovered which have not come under our notice.

CHAPTER IIL

FLORA OF PIATT COUNTY.*
- BY A.B.S.

THE object of this article is to give a list of the plants growing

spontaneously in Piatt county. Such a list may be utilized in
various ways. To the botanist, it answers the purpose of an elaborate
flora, for, having a manual of botany, he can refer from that to the list or
the reverse, and so has all the necessary information at his command.
It greatly facilitates the study of botdny to the beginner, for instead of
having to find the place of any species among the two thousand six
hundred described in Gray’s Manual, covering all the Northern States,
he has only to find its place among the few hundred growing in this
county. It is also valuable as an index to the character of the region,
its soil and ecapabilities of production. Woods, prairie, high ground
and low, each has its pecuhal vegetatlon whlch the botanist recognizes
at once.

Tn addition to the bare list, a few notes are given under the more
important families, which it is hoped will inecrease its interest to the
general reader. The common names are also given, when there are
any, and the kind of place in which the plant grows.

The list is known to be incomplete, especially in certain groups

* Since this is not a scientific work, but only an ordinary one, a strictly scientific
manner has not been followed in the printing of the following list of plants. The
paragraphs following the name of the order are begun with generic names, while
other scientific names in the same paragraph are names of species.
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such as the sedges and some genera of compositee, and this is regretted,
but is unavoidable, owing to the limited time available for making
observations and collecting specimens. Additions will be welcome.

Ranunculacese — Crowfoot family. This family is notable for the
simplicity of strueture of its flowers. The parts are all inserted sepa-
rately on the receptacle. In many species the corolla is wanting, in
which case the calyx is colored like a corolla. The stamens are usually
numerous and often the pistils also. A number of our common spring

flowers belong here ; also some cultivated species, such as the peony.

Clematis (virgin’s bower).—Pitcheri, T. & G. River banks. Virginiana, L.
(common virgin’s bower). Banks of streams.

Anemone.—Virginiana, L. (Virginian anemone). Woods. Pennsylvanica, L.
(Pennsylvanian anemone). Low grounds, mostly in woods.

Hepatica.—Acutiloba, DC. (liver-leaf). Woods; common. This is the name
under which our form is commonly placed, but there are good evidences that all
the forms belong to one species, and H. triloba is probably the oldest name. The
acute-lobed form sometimes has five-lobed leaves, but a specimen five-lobed with
very rounded lobes has been found in the county. g

Thalictrum.—Anemonoides, Michx. (rue-anemone). Woods; common. Djio-
icum, L. (early meadow-rue). Woods and fields. Purpurascens, L. (purplish
meadow-rue). Fields and damp grounds. .

Ranuncnlus.—Aquatilis, L., var. trichophyllus, Chaix. (white water-crowfoot).
Shallow ponds. Multifidus, Pursh. (yellow water-crowfoot). Shallow ponds.
Abortivus, L. (small-flowered crowfoot). Damp grounds and banks of streamns;
common. Recurvatus, Poir. (hooked crowfoot). Woods; peculiar for its hooked
styles. Repens, L. (creeping crowfoot). Damp woods and meadows ; common.

Isopyrum.—Biternatum, Tow. & Gr. Damp woods; much resembling Thalic-
trum anemonoides, and often mistaken for it.

Caltha.— Palustris, L. (marsh marigold). Wet meadows.

Aquilegia.—Canadensis, L. (wild columbine). High banks of the Sangamon;
more graceful than the garden columbine (A. vulgaris). It is itself often culti-
vated. \

Delphinium.—Tricome (larkspur). Woods.

Hydrastis.—Canadensis, L. Rich woods; rare. .

Acteea.—Alba, Bigel (white baneberry). Hillsides in woods. The red bane-
berry may also oceur, but can hardly be distingnished without the fruit.

Anonacege — Custard-apple family.

Asimina.—Triloba, Duval (common pawpaw). River bottoms, also dry
woods ; much more abundant southward than here.

Menispermaceze— Moonseed family.

Menispermum.—Canadense, L. (common moonseed). Woods, thickets, etc,

Berberidacese — Barberry family.

Podophyllum.—Peltatum, L. (May-apple). Rich woods; common.

Nymphacese—Water-lily family.

Nuphar.—Advena, Ait. (yellow pond-lily). Shallow ponds and streams.
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Papaveraceee—Poppy family.

Sanguinaria.—Canadensis, L. (blood-root). Hillsides in rich woods.
Fumariacese— Fumitory family.

Dicentra.—Cucullaria, DC. (Dutchman’s breeches). Rich woods.

Cruciferee— Mustard family. The flowers have four sepals, four
petals placed in the form of a cross (whence the family name), six
stamens, two of which are shorter than the rest, and a pod divided
into two cells by a false partition. The two valves split away and
leave the partition. It includes such cultivated plants as the cabbage,
turnip, radish, cress and sweet alyssum.

Nasturtium (water-cress).—Sessiliflorum, Nutt. Wet places. Palustre, DC.
(marsh cress). Low grounds. Armoracia, Fries (horseradish). Escaped from
cultivation.

Dentaria.—Laciniata, Muhl. (toothwort; pepper-root). Rich woods.

Cardamine.—Rhomboidea, DC. (spring cress). Wet places. Hirsuta, L. (small
bitter cress). Wet places.

Arabis (rock cress).—Levigata, DC. Hillsides in woods. Hesperioides, Gray.
Banks of streams. '

Sisymbrium.—Officinale, Scop. (hedge mustard). A weed common'in waste
places.

Brassica.—Nigra, Gray (black mustard). Fields and waste places; common.

Capsella.—Bursa-pastoris, Meench (shepherd’s purse). A weed; common.

Lepidium.—Virginicum, L. (wild peppergrass). A common weed, often with
the last.

Violaceee— Violet family.

Viola—Cucullata, Ait. (common blue violet). Moist places. Pubescens, Ait.
(downy yellow violet).

Hypericacese —St. John’s-wort family.

Hypericum (St. John’s-wort)—Spherocarpon, Michx. Dry prairies. Corym-
bosum, Muhl. Damp places.

Caryophyllacese— Pink family. :

Silene (catchfly).—Stellata, Ait. (starry campion). Woods. Anthirrhipa, L.
(sleepy catchfly). Dry prairies and fields.

Cerastium.—Nutans, Raf. Damp places.

Portulacacese—Purslane family.

Portulaca.—Oleracea, L. (common purslane). A weed common in gardens
everywhere.

Claytonia.—Virginica, L. (spring-beauty). Woods.

Malvacese—Mallow family. This is the family to which the cot-
ton plant belongs. The family is characterized by numerous stamens
whose filaments are united into a tube, around the styles and at the
base, to the cohering bases of the petals and several to many pistils
. which form in fruit either a several-celled pod or a collection of one-
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seeded carpels. The flower is often subtended by an involucre. A
number of graceful cultivated plants belong here, and some not so
graceful, such as the hollyhock. The family is largely tropical.

Malva.—Rotundifolia, L. (common mallow). Roadsides and waste places.

Sida.—Spinosa, L. Roadsides. Sida.

Abutilon.—Avicennse, Gertn. (Indian mallow; velvet-leaf). Cultivated
grounds and waste places. “This is the somewhat troublesome weed that is
being successfully utilized as a textile plant at Springfield, IlIl.” Several bean-
tiful cultivated plants belong to this genus.

Hibiscus.— Militaris, Cav. (halberd-leaved rose-mallow). Wet places and
borders of ponds; not common; a large and showy plant; it does well in culti-
vation, and is well worth cultivating.

Tiliacese—Linden family.
Tilia.—Americana, L. (linden; basswood.) Rich woods and river banks.

Linaceze—Flax family.
Linum.—Usitatissimum, .. (common flax). Found springing up from seeds
scattered along the railroad at Monticello; it is also cultivated in this county.

Geraniaceee—Geranium family. The cultivated geraniums belong
to the genus Pelargonium of this family. Most of them grow wild
at the Cape of Good Hope. The pods of the wild touch-me-not burst
at maturity with the slightest touch, like the garden balsam, and

often throw their seeds several feet.’
Geranium.—Maculatum, L. (wild cranesbill). Woods and fields.
Impatiens.— Fulva, Nutt. (spotted touch-me-not). Shady moist places.
Oxalis.—Violacea, L. Shady places. Stricta, L. Often in cultivated grounds.

Rutaceee—Rue family.
Zanthoxylum.—Americanum, Mill. (prickly ash). Banks of streams.

Anacardiacese—Cashew family.

Rhus.—Glabra, L. (smooth sumach). Hillsides, undisturbed fence-rows, etc.
Toxicodendron, L. (poison ivy). Woods, thickets, fence corners, etc.; common.
The climbing form, var. radicans, grows luxuriantly along the river near Monti-
cello. It has recently been discovered by Prof. T. J. Burrill, of the State
University, that bacteria constitute the poisonous property of this plant. They
are minute vegetable organisms belonging with the lowest fungi. This plant,
with its three leaflets, should not be confounded with the Virginia creeper,
which has five. {

Vitacese— Vine family.

Vitis.—Estivalis, Michx. (summer grape). Wooded river-banks. Cordifolia,
Michx. (winter or frost grape). Woods and thickets.

Ampelopsis.—Quinquefolia, Michx. (Virginia creeper). Woods; often climb-
ing trees to a great height.

Rhamnacese—Buckthorn family.

Rhamnus.—Lanceolatus, Pursh. (buckthorn). River banks.

Ceanothus.—Americanus, L. (New Jersey tea). Prairies. “The leaves were
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used for tea during the American Revolution, and the manufacture has been
recently revived in Pennsylvania.

Celastraceee—Staff-tree family. Remarkable for its brilliant fruit.

Celastrus.—Scandens (wax-work ; climbing bitter-sweet). Thickets.

Euonymus.—Atropurpurens, Jacq. (burning-bush; waahoo). Rich woods.
Americanus, L., var. obovatus, T. & G. (strawberry-bush). River banks.

Sapindaceze—Soapberry family.

Staphvlea.—Trifolia, L. (American bladder-nut). Near streams; in woods;
remarkable for its inflated pods.

Asculus.—Glabra, Willd (fetid or Ohio buckeye). Near streams in woods.

Acer.—Saccharinum, Wang. (sugar or rock maple). Rich woods, especially
on lower grounds. Dasycarpum Ehrh. (white or silver maple). River banks.
This species is commonly called soft maple.

Leguminose—Pulse family. Most plants belonging to this family
have compound leaves, a papilionaceous or butterfly-shaped corolla,
ten stamens and a single simple pistil. The corolla is composed of
five petals. The two in front are usually more or less united and
inclose the stamens and style. They form what is called the keel.
The two at the sides are the wings, and the large one at the back is
the standard. It incloses all the others in the bud. The filaments of
the stamens are either all united or nine united and one free. The
fruit is a simple pod or legume, but in a few genera it is jointed.
This is a large and important family. It is widely distributed and in
some regions the species are mueh more numerous than with us.
There are many in the far west. Of six thousand five hundred species
known in the world, the United States has three hundred and fifty,
Tlinois seventy-three, Piatt county twenty-four. Among plants of this,
family cultivated for use or ornament are clover, sweet clover, lucerne,
pea, bean, peanut, sweet-pea, Wistaria, sensitive plant.

Trifolium.—Pratense, L. (red clover). Common in fields, etc. » Repens, L.
(white clover). Common in fields, lawns, ete.

Melilotus.—Alba, Lam. (sweet clover; white melilot). Roadsides and waste
places.

Petalostemon.—Candidus, Michx. Prairies.

Amorpha.—Fruticosa, L. (false indigo), Banks of streams. Canescens, Nutt.
(lead-plant). Prairies.

Desmodium (tick-trefoil).—Remarkable for its jointed pods, which are mostly
covered with hooked hairs, and stick tight to the clothing or the hair of aniinals;
whence the name tick-trefoil. Acuminatum, DC. Woods and thickets. Cuspi-
datum, T. & G. Woods. Paniculatum, DC. Woods, thickets, etc. Illinoense,
Gray. Prairies.*

Lespedeza (bush clover)—Repens, T. & G. Banks and hillsides in open
woods. Violacea, Pers. Woods. Capitata, Michx. Prairies.

Lathyrus.—Palustris, L. (marsh vetchling). ILow grounds; Sangamon river
bank.
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Apios.—Tuberosa, Meench (ground-nut; wild bean). Banks of streams.
Phaseolus (kidney-bean).—Diversifolius, Pers. Sandy banks.
Amphicarpea.—Monoica, Nutt. (hog pea-nut). Rich woods.

Baptisia (false indigo).—Leucantha, T. & G. Prairies. Leucophsa, Nutt.
Prairies.

Cercis.—Canadensis, L. (red-bud). Woods along streams.

Cassia.—Marilandica, L. (wild senna). Banks of streams. Chameecrista, L.
(partridge-pea). Prairies, especially in sandy soil.

Gymnocladus.—Canadensis, Lam. (Kentucky coffce-tree). = Woods near
streams.

Gleditschia.—Triacanthos, L. (honey-locust).

Rosacee—Rose family. Thisisone of the most important families,
because it contains so many fruits. The apple, peach, pear, plum,
eherry, strawberry, raspberry, blackberry and others belong here;
also many plants cultivated for ornament. The flowers are regular
and five-parted ; the numerous stamens are inserted with the petals on
the ealyx. The fruit is of various kinds, and its morphology is in
many cases very interesting. The family as a whole is not near so
large as the preceding one, having only about a thousand species, but
a larger proportion of them are native here.

Prunus.—Americana, Marshall (wild yellow or red plum). Woods and
thickets. Virginiana, L. (choke-cherry). River banks. Serotina, Ehrh. (wild
black cherry). Woods. This is a large tree; the preceding species seldom more
than a shrub. They may also be distinguished by their leaves,—those of this
species having blunt teeth ; those of the preceding, sharp ones.

Spireea.—Opulifolia, L. (nine-bark)., Banks of the Sangamon ; a fine shrub.

Gillenia.—Stipulacea, Nutt. (American ipecac). Hillsides or banks in woods.

Agrimonia.—Eupatoria, L. (common agrimony). Woods. Parviflora, Ait.
(small-flowered agrimony). Woods.

Geum (arens).—Album, Gmelin, Woods.

Potentilla (cinquefoil; five-finger).— Norvegica, L. Open grounds. Cana-
densis, L. (common cinquefoil or five-finger). Dry soil. Arguta, Pursh. Prairies.

Fragaria.—Virginiana, Ehrh. (strawberry). Prairies, etc.

Rubus.—Occidentalis, L. (black raspberry). Open woods. Villosus, Ait
(blackberry). Borders of woods, thickets, etc. :

Rosa.—Setigera, Michx. (climbing or prairie rgse). Thickets. Lucida, Ehrh
(dwarf wild-rose). Hillsides, prairies, etc. Rubiginosa, L. (sweet-brier. Escaped
from cultivation.

Crateegus.—Coccinea, L. (scarlet-fruited thorn). Woods and thickets. To-
mentosa, L. (black or' pear-thorn). Woods and thickets. Var. mollis, Gray.
Same as the typical form, but more common. This is the species commonly called
red-haw. Crus-galli, L. (cockspur-thorn). Woods.

Pyrus—Coronaria, L. (American crab-apple). Woods and thickets.

Amelanchier.—Canadensis, T. & G. Var. botryapium, Gray (June-berry;
shad-bush ; service-berry).

Saxifragacese.— Saxifrage family.

Ribes.—Rotundifolium, Michx. (gooseberry). Woods.

8
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Crassulacesea.—Orpine family.
Penthorum.—Sedoides, L. (ditch stone-crop). Wet places.

Hamamelacese.—Witch-hazel family.

Hamamelis.—Virginica, L. Woods. Collected by John Marquiss.
Onagracese.—Evening primrose family.

Circsea.—Lutetiana, L. (enchanter’s nightshade). Woods ; frequent.
Gauva.—Viennis, L. Open ground, fields, etc.

(Enothera.—Biennis, L. (common evening primrose). Fields.

Ludwigia (falsc looscstrife).—Polycarpa, Short & Peter. Very wet places.

Lythracese.—Loosestrife family. All our species grow in wet

places.
Ammannia.—Humilis, Michx. Latifolia, L.
Lythrum.—Alatum, Pursh.

Cucurbitaceee.—Gourd family.
Licyos.—Angulatus, . River banks.

Umbelliferse.—Parsley family. The flowers are in umbels, but in
one case the umbel is contracted into a dense head. The majority
have perfectly regular compound umbels. The fruit consists of two
carpels, each containing a single seed. KEach carpel has several oil-
tubes which contain an aromatic oil. Some of the cultivated species
are the carrot, parsnip, anise, dill, caraway. The poison hemlock of

classical fame belongs here.

Sanicula (black snakeroot).—Canadensis, L. Open woods. Marilandica, L.
With the preceding.

Erynginm.—Yuccefolium, Michx. (rattlesnake-master; button snakeroot).
Moist prairies. >

Daucus.—Carota, L. (common carrot). Escaped from cultivation; collected
by Miss A. E. Butts,

Heracleum.—Lanatum, Michx. (cow-parsnip) Damp places in woods.

Pastinaca.—Sativa, L. (common parsnip). Fields, roadsides, etc.

Archemora.—Rigida, DC. (cowbane). Damp grounds.

Thaspinm (meadow-parsnip). Barbinode, Nutt. Prairies. Aureum, Nutt.
Moist prairies, ete.

Zizia.—Integerrima, DC. High banks of streams, hillsides, ete.

Cicuta.—Maculata, L. (spotted cowbane; musquash root; water hemlock).
‘Wet grounds. ““The root is a deadly poison.”

Lium.—Lineare, Michx. (water parsnip). Wet grounds.

Cryptotenia.—Canadensis, DC. (honewort). Woods.

Chaerophyllum.—Procumbens, Lam. (chervil). Moist woods.

Osmorrhiza (sweet cicely).—Longistylis, DC. (smoother sweet cicely). Rich
woods. Brevistylis, DC. (hairy sweet cicely). With the last.

Eulophus.—Americanus, Nutt. (White Heath). Moist grounds.

Araliacese.—Gensing family.
Aralia.—Racemosa, L. (spikenard). Rich woods.
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Cornacese—Dogwood family.
Cornus.—Sericea, L. (silky cornel, kinnikinnik). Wet places.

Caprifoliaceee—Honeysuckle family. This is the first of the
monopetalous families, those having their petals united.

Symphoricarpus. —Vulgdrls Michx. (Indian currant; coral-berry). Woods
along the Sangamon.

Lonicera.—Flava, Sims (yellow honeysuck]e) River banks.

Triosteum.—Perfoliatum, L. (feverwort; horse-gentian). Rich woods.

Sambucus.—Canadensis, L. (elder). Borders of woods, thickets, ete.

Viburnum.—Prunifolium, L. (black haw). Woods and thickets.

Rubiaceee—Madder family. The coffee tree, Peruvian-bark tree
and other useful plants belong to this family. :

Galium.—Notable for its slender stems and whorled leaves. The number of
leaves at a joint varies in different species from four to eight; in most of our
species they are narrow. The slender, decumbent stems sometimes reach a
length of six feet,and their angles are usually roughened. Aparine, L. (cleavers;
goose-grass). Moist thickets.” Concinnum, T. & G. Rich woods. Trifidum, L.
(small bedstraw). Wet places. Triflorum, Michx. (sweet-scented bedstraw).
Rich woods. Circeezans, Michx. (wild liquorice). Rich woods.

Cephalanthus.—Occidentalis, L. (button-bush). Wet placesand often in water.

Houstonia.—Purpurea, L. * Fields and woods.

Composite—Composite family. To this family belong all such
flowers as the asters, golden-rods, daisies, sunflowers, thistles and
many others. Many flowers are collected together in a head, and, to
those who have not studied them, may appear like a single flower.
In the sunflower, for instance, cach of the parts that appears like a
petal is a flower, and each of the parts in the central part or disk is a
flower, perfect and complete in itself. . The former are called ray
flowers ; the latter, disk flowers. The green leaf-like bodies outside
of the ray flowers form, not the calyx, but the involucre. Each flower
has its calyx, which takes various forms in different species. In the
sunflower, it consists of a few teeth ; in beggarticks, the teeth are
barbed ; in the thistle, dandelion and many others, it is composed of
many fine hairs. The calyx is called the pappus. The corolla is
usually fine-parted. In the disk flowers it is regular; in the ray
flowers, strap-shaped. Some species, as ironweed and boneset, have
no ray flowers ; but in one whole sub-family, that to which the dande-
lion belongs, the flowers are all strap-shaped. The stamens, five in
number, are inserted on the corolla and their anthers united into a
tube around the style. The style has two branches. The fruit is a
one-celled ovary containing a single erect seed. This is the largest
tamily of flowering plants: it contains about a thousand genera aud
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ten thousand species. In Illinois there are two hundred species. It
contains a comparatively small number of directly useful plants, the
commonest being lettuce. Many are cultivated for ornament.

Vernonia.—Fasciculata, Michx. (iron-wéed). Prairies, woods and banks of
streams. The leaves are very variable.

Liatris.—Cylindracea, Michx. (button snakeroot; blazing star). Prairies.
Scarivsa, Willd. Prairies. Pycnostachya, Michx. Prairies.

Kuhnia.— Kuhnia. Iupatarioides, L. Prairies.

E ipatorium.—Purpureum, L. (Joe-Pye weed; trumpet-weed). Low grounds
in woods, etc. Perfoliatum, L. (thoroughwort; boneset). Wet places. Serotinum,
Michx. Near the Sangamon. Ageratoides, L. (white snake-root). Rich woods.

Conoclinium.— Ceelestinum, DC. (mist-flower). Banks of the Sangamon. It
has beautiful blue flowers, appearing like those of Eupatorium.

Aster (starwort; aster).—Shortii, Boott. Rich woods. Sagittifolius, Willd.
Hillsides, etc., in woods. Multiflorus, Ait. Dry soil. Miser, L. Woods, fields,
ete. .

Erigeron.—Canadense, L. (horse-weed ; butter-weed). Cultivated grounds; a
common weed. Philadelphicum, L. (common fleabane). Damp grounds. Annuum,
Pers. (d.isy fleabane; sweet scabious.) Low grounds. Strigosum, Muhl. (daisy
fleabane). Fields and prairies.

Boltonia (boltonia).—Gastifolia, L’Her. Low grounds.

. Solidago (golden-rod).—Latifolia, I. Rich woods. Rigida. Prairies. Rid-
dellii, Frank. Wet grounds. Altissima, L. Copses, borders of fields, ete. Ulmi-
folia, Muhl. Banks of streams, etc., in woods. Canadensis, L. Fields, borders of
woods, etc. ; common. o~

Silphium.—Laciniatum, L. (rosin-weed; compass plant). Prairies, Terebin-
thinaceum, L. (prairie-dock). Prairies. Integrifolium, Michx. Prairies. Per-
folixtum, L. (cup-plant}. Rich alluvial soil.

Parthenium (parthenium).—Integrifolium, L. Prairies.

Ambrosia—Trifida, L. (great ragweed). Fields; common. Artemisizefolia, L.
(hog-weed). Tields, waste places, etc.; common.

Xanthium.— Strumarium, L. (cocklebur). Fields, banks of streams, etc.;
a troublesome weed.

Eclipta (eclipta).—Procumbens, Michx. Banks of Sangamon.

Heliopsis.—Levis, Pers. (ox-eye). Banks and copses.

Echinacea.—Purpurea, Mcench (purple cone-flower). Prairies.

Rudbeckia (eone-flower).—Laciniata, . Damp woods, along streams, etc.
Subtomentosa, Pursh. Pr.iries. Triloba, I. Dry soil. Hista, L. Dry soil.

Lepachys (lepachys)—Pinnata, T. & G. Prairies.

Helianthus (sunflower).—Rigidus, Desf. Prairies. Mollis, Lam. Prairies.
Divaricatus, L. Dry woods. Hirsutns, Raf. Dry open grounds. Tracheliifolius,
Wiilld. Woods. Decapetalus, L. Woods. .

Actinomeris (actinomeris).—Squarrosa, Nutt. Woods. Helianthoides, Nutt.
Prairies.

Coreopsis (tickseed).—Palmata, Nutt. Prairies. Tripteris, L. (tall coreopsis.

Bidens.—Frondosa, L. (common beggar-ticks). Low groundsand waste places.
Connata, Muhl. (swamp beggar-ticks). Low grounds, b.nks of streams, etc.

Dysodia (fetid marigold). Chrysanthemoides, Lag. Roadsides and waste
places.
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Helenium.—Autumnale, 1. (sneeze-weed). Low grounds.

Maruta.—Cotula, DC. (May-weed). Roadsides; very common.

Achillea.—Millefolium, L. (yarrow; milfoil). Prairies.

Antennaria.—Plantaginifolia, Hook. (plaintain-leaved everlasting). Dry woods
and open grounds.

Erechthites.—Hieracifolia, Raf. (fireweed). Woods, etc.

Cacalia.—Tuberosa, Nutt. (Indian plantain). Damp prairies.

Senecio.—Aureus, L. (golden ragwort; squaw-weed). Wet grounds.

Cirsium (thistle).—Lanceolatum, Scop. (common thistle). Roadsides and
open grounds. Discolor, Spreng. Meadows and copses. Altissimum, Spreng.
Fields and copses.

Lappa (burdock).—Officinalis, All. var. major. Waste places; common.

Cynthia.—Virginica, Don. Banks of Sangamon.

Taraxacum.—Dens-leonis, Raf. (dandelion). Fields, roadsides, etc.; common.

Lactuca.—Canadensis, L. (wild lettuce). Rich soil, borders of fields, ete.

Mulgedium.—Floridanum, DC. Rich soil.

Lobeliacese—Lobelia family.

Lobelia.—Cardinalis, L. (cardinal flower). Wet ground. Syphilitica, L.
(great lobelia). Wet ground. Inflata, L. (Indian tobacco). Woods.

Campanulacese—Campanula family.

Campanula.—Americana, L. (tall bellflower). Woods and thickets.

Specularia (Venus' looking-glass).—Perfoliata, A. DC. Dry open grounds.

Ebenacese—Ebony family.

Diospyros,—Virginiana, L. (persimmon). Reported to grow in the vicinity
of Lake Fork.

Plantaginacecee—Plantain family.

Plantago.—Major, L. (common plantain). Waste places; common.

Primulacese—Primrose family.

Dodecatheon.—Meadia, L. (American cowslip; shooting-star). Prairies; a
fine plant for cultivation. p ;

Lysimachia (loosestrife).—Ciliata, L. Low grounds. Lanceolata, Walt.
Shaded or low grounds. Longifolia, Pursh. Low grounds.

Bignoniacese—Bignonia family. :

Tecoma.—Radicans, Juss. (trumpet crecper). Black Ash swamp.

Orobanchacese—DBroom-rape family.

Aphyllon.—Uniflorum, T. & G. (one-flowered cancer-root). Woods and
prairies, rarc; a curious little root-parasite without leaves and bearing single
flowers on scapes. 2

Scrophulariacese—Figwort family. In this family the corolla is
almost always irregular, and usually two-lipped. In a few cases there
are five perfect stamens, but in the rest there are four in pairs, or only
two ; the remainder of the five are often represented by rudiments.
In pentstemon there are four perfect stamens and a hairy filament lying
in the tube of the corolla like a tongue, whence it is called beard-
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tongue. The ovary is two-celled, and contains many seeds. The
genus gerardia contains some root-parasites, which turn black in
drying. The snapdragon and foxglove are cultivated plants of this
family.

Verbascum.—Thapsus, L. (common mullein). Roadsides and fields; common.

Scrophularia.—Nodosa, L. (figwort). Woods.

Pentstemon (beard-tongue).—Pubescens, Solander. Dry banks. Digitalis,
Nutt. Damp grounds.

Mimulus (monkey-flower).—Ringens, L. Banks of streams.

Conobea.—Multifida, Benth. Sandy soil and banks of streams.

Tlysanthes.—Gratioloides, Benth (false pimpernel). Wet places.

Veronica.—Virginica, L. (Culver’s-root; Culver’s physic). Woods. Peregrina,
L. (neckweed ; purslane speedwell). A common weed in cultivated fields.
Arvensis, L. (corn speedwell). Fields and waysides.

Gerardia.—Purpurea, L. (purple gerardia). Low grounds. Tennifolia, Vald.
(slender gerardia). Hillsides, ete.,in open woods. Grandiflora, Benth. Borders
of woods. Auriculata, Michx. Moist prairies.

Acanthacese—Acanthus family.
Ruellia.—Ciliosa, Pursh. Dry prairies. Strepens, L. Rich woods.

Verbenacese—Vervain family.

Verbena.—Hastata, L. (blue vervain). Low ground. Urticifolia, L. (nettle-
leaved or white vervain). Roadsides. Stricta, Vent. (hoary vervain). Dry
roadsides. Bracteosa, Michx. (bmcted vervain). Same as the preceding, but
less frequent.

Lippia.—Lanceolata, Michx. Wet grounds, margins of ponds, etc.

Phryma.—Leptostachya, L. (lopseed). Rich woods. After flowering, the
fruit is turned downward and pressed close to the stem.

Labiatee — Mint family. Plants in this family have square stems
and opposite leaves. The flowers have a two-lipped corolla and four
stamens in pairs, or only two. The fruit consists of fouy little seed-
like nutlets surrounding the base of the two-cleft style. The leaves are
usually dotted with small glands containing the oil which gives the
mints their aromatic odor. The various mints, sage, catnip, horehound,
belong to this family.

Teucrium.—Canadense, . American Germander. Low grounds.

Mentha.—Canadensis, L. Wild mint. Low grounds. ‘

Lycopus (water horehound).—XEuropzus, L. Var. integrifolius, Gray. Wet
grounds. Var. sinuatus, Gray. Wet grounds.

Pycnanthemum (mountain mint, basil).—Pilosum, Nutt. Dry woods. Lanceo-
latum, Pursh. Woods and open ground. Linifolium, Pursh. With the last.

Hedeoma.—Pugelioides, Pers. (American pennyroyal). Dry woods.

Monarda.—Fistulosa, L. (wild bergamot).

Blephilia (blephilia).—Hirsuta, Benth. Rich woods.

Lophanthus (giant hyssop).—Nepetoides, Benth. Borders of woods, scroph-
ularizefolius, Benth. Same as the last.
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Nepeta.—Cataria, L. (catnip). Roadsides and fence eorners near dwellings.
Physostegia.— Virginica, Benth. (false dragon-head). Moist prairies.
Brunella.—Vulgaris, L. (common self-heal or heal-all). Woods and open
ground.
Scutellaria (skulleap).—Versicolor, Nutt. Rich woods. Parvula, Michx.
Dry soil. Lateriflora, L. Wet places.
Stachys.—Palustris, L. (hedge-nettle).
Leonurus.—Cardiaca, L, (motherwort). Fence corners and waste places.
Borraginaceee—DBorage family.
Lithospermum.—Latifolinm, Michx. Woods. Canescens, Lehm. (hoary pue-
coon ; alkanet). Dry prairies.
Mertensia.— Virginica, DC. (Virginian cowslip ; lungwort). Woods.
Myosotis.—Verna, Nutt. (scorpion-grass ; forget-me not). Dry hills.
Cynoglossum.—Officinale, L. Woods and roadsides in open ground. Morisoni,
DC. Woods.
Hydrophyllacese —Waterleaf family.
Hydrophyllam (waterleaf).—Virginicum, L. Rich woods. Appendicula-
tum, Michx. Rich woods.
Ellisia (ellisia).—Nvetelea, L. Fields and open woods.

Polemoniaceae—Polemonium family.
Phlox (phlox).—Maculata, L. (wild sweet-william). Rich shady grounds and
woods. Pilosa, L. Prairies. Divaricata, L. Rieh woods.

Convolvalacese —Convolvulus family.

Ipomoea.—Purpurea, Lam. (common morning-glory). Eseaped from cultiva-
tion, sometimes beeoming a troublesome weed in fields. Pandurata, Meyer. (wild
potato-vine ; man-of-the-earth). River banks.

Calystegia.—Sepium, R. Br. (hedge bindweed). ILow grounds.

Cuseuta (dodder.)—Glomerata, Choisy. A leafless yellow-stemmed vine,
parasitic on various plants in moist prairies and producing dense elusters of small
white flowers.

Solanacese —Nightshade family.

Solanum.—Nigrum, L. (ecommon nightshade). Waste places. Carolinense, L-
(horse-nettle). Sandy %oil, :

Physalis.—Viseosa, L. Dry soil. Pennsylvanica, L. Dry soil.

Datura.—Stramonium, L. (common stramonium; thorn-apple). Waste places.
Tatula, L. (purple-thorn apple). Waste places.

Apoeynacse —Dogbane family.

Apocynum.—Androsemifolinin, L. (spreading dogbane). Borders of woods.
Cannabinum, L. (Indian hemp). Open grounds and banks of streams.

Asclepiadacese — Milkweed family. Plants of this family have a
milky juice, but many other plants have the same; among them are
those of the preceding family, most of the Spurge family, and the sub-
family Compositee, to which the dandelion belongs.

Aselepias.—Cornuti, Decaisne (common milkweed). Rich ground. Sulli-
vantii, Iingelm. TLow grounds. Phytolaccoides, Pursh. (poke milkweed). Rich
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woods and copses). Incarnata, L. (swamp milkweed). Wet grounds. Tuberosa,
L. (butterfly-weed; pleurisy-root). Dry hills and fields.

Acerates.—ILongifolia, Ell. (green milkweed). Moist prairies.

Oleaceze —Olive family.

Fraxinus.—Americana, L. (white ash). Moist woods. Viridis, Michx., f.
(green ash). Woods near streams. Sambucifolia, Lam. (black ash). Black Ash
swamp.

Aristolochiacese — Birthwort family.

Asarum.—Canadense, L. (asarabacea; wild ginger). Hillsides in rich woods:

Chenopodiacese — Goosefoot family.

Chenopodium.—Album, L. (lamb’s quarters; pigweed). Cultivated grounds
and waste places. ’ »

Amarantacese— Amaranth family. : ]

Amarantus.—Retroflexus, .. (pigweed). Cultivated grounds; a common
weed. Albus, L. Roadsides, etc.

Polygonacese— Buckwheat family.

Polygonum (knotweed).—Pennsylvanicum, L. Rich,damp soil. Acre,H.B.K.
(water smartweed). Low grounds. Amphibium, L. (water persicaria). Ponds
and wet places. Virginianum, L. Rich woods. Aviculare, L. (knotgrass; goose-
grass; doorweed). Door-yards; waste places, etc. Var. erectum, Roth. With
the typical form. Ramoisissimum, Michx. Waste places and banks of streams.
Convolvulus, L. (black bindweed). Fields and waste grounds. Dumetorum, L.
(elimbing false buckwheat). Moist thickets.

Rumex.—Britannica, L. (pale dock). Low grounds. Verticillatus, L. (swamp
dock). Water or wet places. Crispus, L. (curled dock). Low grounds and waste
places. Obtusifolius, L. (bitter dock). Low grounds.

Launracez — Laurel family.

Sassafras.—Officinale, Nees (sassafras). Rich woods.

Lindera.—Benzoin, Meissner (spice-bush). Reported to grow in this county.

Santalacese—Sandalwood family.

Comandra.—Uinbellata, Nutt. (bastard toad-flax). Dry prairies.

Saurnracese—Lizard’s-tail family.

Saururus.—Cernuus, L. (lizard’s-tail). Wet places and swamps.

Euphorbiaceee—Spurge family. The principal genus is Euphorbia.
In that genus, especially, the plants have a milky juice. The flowers
have neither corolla nor calyx, and are collected in small clnsters
surrounded by an involucre, which often resembles a calyx. The
stamens and pistils are in separate flowers ; each involucre incloses a
number of staminate and one pistillate flowers. Staminate Howers
have but a single stamen each ; pistillate flowers have a three-celled
ovary which is often raised on a pedicel above the others in fruit.
The cultivated ¢‘ snow-on-the-mountain ” is Euphorbia marginata, from
the West.
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Euphorbia (spurge).—Maculata, L. Fields, roadsides, etc. Hypericifolia, L.
Same as the last. Corollata, L. Open grounds and borders of woods. Obtusata,
Pursh. Damp grounds.

Acalypha.—Virginica, L. (three-seeded mercury). Common in .cultivated
grounds and shady places.

Urticacem—Nettle family. This includes four sub-families, the
Elm family, Bread-fruit and Fig family, Nettle family proper, and
Hemp family. All are represented in Piatt county. The Bread-fruit
and Fig family are represented by the mulberry.

Ulmus.—Fulva, Michx. (slippery or red elin). Banks of streams; eollected
by John Marquiss. Americana, L. (American or white elm). With the last, but
more common.

Celtis.—Occidentalis, L. (sugarberry ; hackberry). Woods and river banks.

Morus.—Rubra, L. (red mulberry). Rich woods near streams. Alba, L.
{white mulberry). Rich woods; introduced.

Urtica.—Gracilis, Ait. (nettle). Fence rows and waste places near dwellings.

Pilea.—Pumila, Gray (richweed; clearweed). Moist, shaded grounds.

Humulus.—Lupulus, 1. (hop). Banks of streams.

Platanacese —Plane-tree family.

Platanus.—Occidentalis, L. (plane-tree; sycamore; buttonwood). Banks of
streams. y

Juglandacese —Walnut family.

Juglans.—Cinerea, L. (butternut). Banks of streams. Nigra, L. (black wal-
nat). Banks of streams.

Carya.—Alba, 'Nutt. (shell-bark hickory). Dry grounds. Sulcata, Nutt.
(western shell-bark hickory). River bottoms. Amara, Nutt. (bitter-nut; swamp
hickory). Moist woods.

Cupuliferee —QOak family.

Quercus.—Alba, L. (white oak). Rich woods. Macrocarpa, Michx. (burr-
oak). Rich soil. Imbricaria, Michx. (laurel oak; shingle oak). Open woods.
Nigra, L. (black-jack oak; barren oak). Barren lands; collected by John Marquiss.
Coccinea, Waug. ; var. tinctoria, Gray (yellow-barked oak ; black oak). Both rich
and poor soil; collected by John Marquis. Rubra, L. (red oak). Both rich and
poor soil ; collected by John Marquiss.

Corylus.—Americana, Walt. (hazel nut). Dry grounds, open woods, etc.

Ostrya.—Virginica, Willd (hop-hornbeam). Rich woods.

Carpinus.—Americana, Michx. (iron-wood). Along streams.

Salicacee — Willow family.

falix.—Cordata, Muhl. (heart-leaved willow). Wet prairies and along streams.
Nigra, Marsh (black willow). Banks of streams., Longifolia, Muhl. (long-leaved
willow). Wet places.

Populus.—Monilifera, Ait. (cottonwood ; necklace poplar). Along streams.

Coniferse —Pine family.
Juniperus—Virginiana, L. (red cedar; savin). Reported to grow at Cedar
Bluff, on the Sangamon.
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Araceze—Arum family.
Ariseema.—Triphyllum, Torr. (Indian turnip; Jack-in-the-pulpit). Rich woods.
Dracontium, Schott. (green dragon; dragon-root). Woods along streams.

Lemnacese—Duckweed family.
Lemna.—Polyrrhiza, L. (duckweed ; duck’s-meat). Still water.

Typhacese —Cat-tail family. ‘
Typha.—Latifolia, L. (cat-tail). Marshy places and borders of ponds.
Sparganium.—Eurycarpum, Engelm. (bur-reed). Wet places.

Alismaceze—Water-plantain family.

Alisma.—Plantago, L.; var. Americanum, Gray (water-plantain). Shallow
water.

Sagittaria (arrow-head):—Variabilis, Engelm. Shallow water or wet places.
Heterophylla, Pursh. With the last.

Orchidacese.— Orchis family.

Orchis.—Spectabilis, L. (showy orchis). Rich woods; scarce.

Amarylladacese— Amaryllis family.

Hypoxys.—FErecta, L. (star-grass). Meadows and open woods.
Iridacese—Iris family. ‘
Iris—Versicolor, L. (larger blue flag). Shallow water or wet places.
Sisyrinchium.—Bermudiana, L. (blue-eyed grass). Moist meadows.

Dioscoreacese—Yam family.
Dioscorea.—Villosa, L. (wild yam-root). . Thickets.

Smilacese— Smilax family. !

Smilax.—Hespida, L. (greenbrier). Woods and thickets. herbace, L. (car-
rion flower). Woods and open grounds along streams.

Liliaceee— Lily family.  Plants of this family have regular flowers
consisting of a perianth of six sepals, six stamens and a free, three-
celled ovary. The divisions of the perianth are all similar except in
trillium, which has the outer set green and the inner colored. Among
the useful plants of the family are the onion and asparagus.

Trillium.—Recurvatum, Beck. (trillium; three-leaved nightshade). Rich
woods.

Uvularia.—Grandiflora, Smith (bellwort). Rich woods.

Smilacina—Racemosa, Desf. Rich woods. Stellata, Desf. High banks of the
Sangamon.

Polygonatum.—Giganteum, Dietrich. Woods.

Lilium.—Philadelphicum, L. (wild orange-red lily). Prairies.

Erythronium.—Albidum, Nutt. (white dog’s-tooth violet). Rich woods.

Scilla.—Fraseri, Gray (eastern squamash ; wild hyacinth). Moist prairies and
open woods. ;

Allium (onion ; garlic).—Striatum, Jacq. Prairies and open woods.

Juncacese — Rush family. .

Juncns (rush).—Tenius, Wild. Low grounds, fields and roadsides. Nodo-
sus, I.; var. megacephalus, Torr. Water or wet places.
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Commelynacese — Spiderwort family.

Tradescantia.—Virginica, L. (spiderwort). Moist woods and meadows.

Cyperacese —Sedge family. Grass-like plants, distinguished from
the true grasses by their solid stems, three-ranked leaves with closed
sheaths, and the single scale subtending each flower. Since most of

them grow in places more or less wet, their habitats will not be given.

Cyperus (galingale).—Diandrus, Torr.; Acuminatus, Torr.; Strigosus, L.;
Michauxianus, Schultes.

Dulichium (dulichium).—Spathuceum, Pers.

Eleocharis (spike-rush).—Obtusa, Schultes; Palustrus, R. Br.; Acicularis, R. Br.

Scirpus (bulrush ; club-rush)—Validus, Vahl.; Fluviatilis, Gray ; Atrovirens,
Muhl.; Lineatus, Michx. '

Carex (sedge)—Vulpinoidea, Michx.; Sparganioides, Muhl.; Rosea, Schk.;
Lagopodioides, Schk.; Cristata, Schw., var. Mirabilis, Boott; Straminea, Schk.;
Stricta, Lam.; Grisea, Wahl; Davisii, Schw. & Torr.; Laxiflora, Lam.; Pennsyl-
vanica, Lam.; Lanuginosa, Michx.; Hystricina, Willd; Grayii, Carey ; Lupulina,
Muhl. ; Smithii, T. C. Porter.

Graminese — Grass family. The grasses are distinguished by their
hollow stéms, leaves in two ranks, and with open sheaths and two
scales for each flower. The flowers are arranged in spikelets, each
spikelet containing one or more flowers; each flower has a floral
envelope of two scales called palets, and each spikelet is subtended by
two scales called glames. The grasses form one of the largest families,
comprising three thousand eight hundred species. Some, such as the
bamboo, are woody. Two woody species grow in Illinois.

Leersia.—Virginica, Willd (white grass). Damp, shaded grounds. Oryzoides,
Swartz (rice cut-grass). Wet places.

Zizania.—Aquatica, L. (Indian rice; water oats). Sloughs and margins of
ponds and slow streams. ®

Phleum —Pratense, L. (timothy). Fields and roadsides; introduced.

Agrostis.—Perennans, Tuckerm. (thin-grass). Damp woods. Scabra, Willd
(hair-grass). Dry soil. Vulgaris, With. (red-top). Moist meadows.

Cinna.—Arundinacea, L. (wood reed-grass). Rich woods.

Muhlenbergia (drop-seed grass)—Mexicana, Trin. Low grounds. Willde-
novii, Trin. Banks in woods. Diffusa, Schreber (drop-seed, nimble-will). Shady
places.

Brachyllytrum.—Aristatum, Beauv. Rich woods.

Stipa.—Spartea, Trin. (porcupine grass). Prairies.

Spartina.—Cynosuroides, Willd (fresh-water cord-grass). Wet places.

Diarrhena (diarrhena).—Americana, Beauv. Rich woods. N

Dactylis.—Glomerata, L. (orchard grass). Escaped from cultivation.

Eatonia.—Pennsylvanica, Gray. Moist woods and meadows.

Glyceria.—Nervata, Trin. (fowl-meadow grass). Low ground. Fluitans, R.Br.
Margins of ponds.

Poa—Compressa, L. (wire-grass). Dry soil. Pratensis, L. (green or common
meadow-grass; Kentucky bluegrass). Common everywhere.
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Eragrostis (eragrostis)—Reptans, Nees. Borders of ponds. JPoaloides, Beauv.
Cultivated grounds. Var. Mezastachya, Gray. With the last. Pilosa, Beauv. Road-
sides. Frankii, Meyer. River banks and moist places.

Festuca.—Elatior, L., var. Pratensis, Gray (meadow fescue). Grass lands.
Nutans, Willd. Open woods.

Bromus.—Secalinus (cheat ; chess). Grain fields, waste places, etc. Ciliatus, L.
Hillsides and woods. ! p

Triticum.—Repens (couch-grass). Fields.

Elymus (lime-grass; wild rye).—Virginicus, L. Banks of streams. Cana-
densis, L. Prairies and banks of streams. Striatus, Willd. Woods.

Gymnostichum.—Hystrix, Schreb. (bottle-brush grass). Rich woods.

Danthonia.—Spicata, Beauv. (wild oat-grass). Dry soil. :

Panicum (panic grass)—Sanguinale, L. (crab-grass; finger-grass). Cultivated
grounds; common. Proliferum, Lam.; fields and waste places. Capillare, L. (old-
witch grass). Cultivated grounds. Virgatum, L.; prairies. Latifolium, L.; woods.
Clandestinum, I..; damp woods and river banks.! Dichotomum, L.; dry or damp
grounds. Crus-galli, L. (barnyard grass). Waste places, darhp grounds, etc.

Setaria.—Glauca, Beauv. Cultivated grounds. Viridis, Beauv. With the pre-
ceding. 2

Andropogon (beard-grass).—Furcatus, Muhl. Dry grounds. Scoparius, Michx.
Dry grounds. ' Y

Equisetacese-—Horsetail family.

Equisetum.—Arvense, L. (common horsetail). Damp places.

Filices— FFerns. The leaves of ferns are called fronds. The stems
on which they grow are usually subterranean, but in some foreign
species they grow erect and appear above ground, growing to a height
of from a few inches to many feet, and thus becoming tree-ferns. TFerns
have no flowers, but on the backs or margins of the fronds are formed
many minute spore-cases in clusters, and each of these contains many
seed-like bodies called gpores, which are too small to be seen with the
naked eye. Under proper circumstances a spore will germinate and
form on the surface of the ground a heart-shaped leaflike expansion,
a quarter or half inch across. On the under surface of this, organs
corresponding to the stamens and pistils of flowers are formed ; they
unite their products and form an embryo from which a fern develops
like the original one. About two thousand five hundred species of
ferns are known in the world, a hundred and fifty of which grow in
North America ; thirty-seven in Illinois. Some of the most beautiful
ferns in the world, as the maiden-hair and the lady-fern, grow in Piatt
county.

Adiantum—Pedatum, L. (maiden-hair). Rich woods.

Asplenium.—Filix Feemina, Berash. (lady-fern). Rich woods.

Aspidium.—Thelypteris, Swartz (marsh fern). Black Ash swamp. Achrosti-
coides, Swartz (Christmas-fern). Hillsides and banks in woods; an evergreen
species. )
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Cystopteris.—Fragilis, Berash. (brittle-fern). Woods; the commonest species.

Onoclea.—Strathiopteris, L. (ostrich-fern). Damp grounds near the Sanga-
mon. Sensibilis, L. (sensitive fern). Damp or wet places.

Ophioglossaceze.

Botrychium. —Vlrgimanum Swartz. Rich woods. It may be called a fern,
but differs from the true Filices in some essential points.

CHAPTER 1V.

FAUNA OF PIATT COUNTY.

ROBABLY but few of the inhabitants of the county appreciate the
value of a knowledge of its natural history. We are apt to look
upon the study of insccts, birds and plants as a pastiwe, rather than
as a useful and profitable employment ; but the sooner we become
aequainted with nature the sooner will we be prepared to utilize her
bounties and obtain the greatest benefits from the advantages she
offers us, and to meet difficulties with nature’s own means. For
instance: a few years ago, about 1854, there first appeared in the
county an insect known as the ‘¢ potato-bug.” It gradually increased
in numbers until the raising of poratoes was almost an impossibility.
“Bug pickers” and paris-green svould never have annihilated the
pest, for there were enough who did not care to spend the time and
means to preserve the crop and so surrendered their potato-patches as
breeding-grounds. While bugpickers and poison were doing their-
feeble work, there came to our relief two or three species of insects
that silently did a powerful work, and now have almost rid the country
of that pest. It is true the little *‘lady-bug” and squash-bug have
done their work of destroying eggs and young potato-beetles in spite
of our indifference to them, but may it not be that in many cases we
may assist these inseet friends by beeoming aequainted with them?
Many birds, as the quail and swallow, destroy millions of chinch-bugs,
flies, etc., every season. _ The poor snake is persecuted on every hand,
because of the eurse laid upon him in the Garden of Eden, in spite of
the fact that he has labored faithfully ever since that time, destroying
thousands of mice, grub-worms and insects every year. If we could
overcome our prejudice for these unfortunate creatures, and instead of
_ ruthlessly killing every one we see, let him go his way in peace, we
would assist very greatly the means nature offers us in destroving pests
to crop raising.
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The rattle-snake is the only poisonous serpent in the state, in spite
of those blood-chilling names so miscellaneonsly applied, as adder,
viper, copperhead, etc., and now there are very few rattle-snakes in
the state. These are some of the practical purposes for which we
should become better acquainted with the animal life of the county.
Then there is another side, in cultivating observation, comparison,
and appreciation of life, but we will leave that side for our schools and
leisure hours, and look-only to the practical side.

Before the county was settled the buffalo and black bear might
have been found on the prairies, or in the forests along the Sangamon,
when the red man alone claimed the soil ; but they have all fled at
the approach -of civilization, leaving only trails, bones, ete., to tell
of their existence here. The Virginia deer were not all exterminated
until a few years ago. In 1869 a deer was run through the public
square of Monticello. Badgers also were fonnd when the first settlers
came, but have all disappeared. As early as 1833 there disappeared
a beautiful bird of the parrot family. Carolina parroquet, and the
wild turkey now found in many parts of the state was once an
inhabitant of the county. The Canada lynx and wild eat were found
up till 1860 and the wild boar was abundant formerly.

Among the carnivorous animals of the Dog family, or Canidee, now
found in the county are :

The gray or prairie wolf, Canis lupus ;ered fox, Vulpes fulvus ; gray fox, Urocyon
cinero-argentatus.

Mustelidee, or Weasel family.

Cominon weasel, Putorius ermineus; mink, P. vison; otter, Lutra canadensis
(very rare) ; skunk, Mephitis mephitica.

Procyonidee— Raccoon family.

Raccoon or “coon,” Procyon lotor. 3

Of the Vespertilionide or Bat family we have at least two species :

The little brown bat, Vespertilio subulatus, andsilver black bat, V. noctivagans

Talpidee, or Mole family, one representative :

The prairie mole, Scalops argentatus.

Rodentia, or gnawers.

Sciuridee—Squirrels. Flying squirrel, Sciuropterus volucella; fox squirrel,
Sciurus niger; gray squirrel, S. carolinensis; chipmunk, Tamias striatus; striped
gopher, Spermopilus tridecemlineatus; gray gopher, S. franklinii; woodchuck,
Arctomys monax.

Muridee —Mice family.

Norway rat, Mus decumanus ; common mouse, M. musculus.

Leporidee — Hares.

Gray rabbit, Lepus sylvaticus.
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Of Marsupialia, one representative :
The opossum or ““ possum,” Didelphys virginiana.

The number of species of birds found in the county during the
year is too great to give here, except a few of the most important.
There are a great many birds that pass through the country in the
migrating scason, stopping only a few days to take food, but as
they come and make us a visit once or twice a year, we may regard
them as part of the fauna just as well as those that come to remain
all summer and rear their young. Not half enough can be said
in favor of these little songsters that come every spring to help
the Tarmer by destroying insects, worms, etc. There are perhaps
one or two exceptions to this, and perhaps only one worthy of
mention : I refer to the English sparrow. It is becoming a great
nuisance everywhere. These birds live upon grain instead of in-
sects, and are driving out the useful birds. The streets of our
towns and ecities are full of these little brown robbers, and it is
quite probable that before long means will have to be taken to
destroy them.

Among the most important species are the following :

Incessores or Perchers.—Passeres.

Turdidee, Thrush family.—Robin, Turdus migratorius; Hermit, thrush, T.
pallasi; olive-backed thrush, T. swainsoni; brown thrush, Harporhynchus, rufus;
mocking bird, Mimus polyglottus; cat bird, M. carolinensis.

Saxicolidee.—Blue bird, Sialia sialis. ’

Paridee—Titmouse, Parus atricapilus.

Sittidee.—Nut-hatch, Sitta canadensis.

Certhiidee—Brown creeper, Certhia familiaris.

Troglodytidee—House wren, Troglodytes aedon.

Alandidee.—Shore lark, Eremophila alpestris; Sylvicolidee, warblers; golden
warbler, Dendrceca sstiva; yellow rumped, W., D. coronata; magnolia, W., D.
maculosa; chestnut sided, W., D. pennsylvanica; yellow-breasted chat, Icteria
virens; redstart, Setophaga ruticella.

Tanagridee.—Scarlet tanager, Pyranga rubra; summer red-bird, P. cestiva.

Hyrundinidee.—Barn swallow, Hirundo horreorum; eave swallow, Petero-
chelidon lunifrons; bank swallow, Cotyle riparia; purple martin, Progne subis.

Ampelidee.—Wax wing, Ampelis cedrorum.

Vireonidsee.—Warbling vireo, Vireo gilvus. Yellow-throated vireo, V. flavifrons.

Laniidee.—Shrike, Collurio ludovicianus.

Fringillidee (finches).—Wild canary, goldfinch, Chrysomitris tristis; English
sparrow, Passer domesticus; lark finch, Chondestes grammaca ; field sparrow,
Spizella pusilla; chippy, Spizella socialis; song sparrow, Melospiza melodia;
swamp sparrow, Melospiza palustris; snow bird, Junco hyemalis; fox sparrow,
Passerella iliaca ; black-throated bunting, Euspiza americana ; indigo bird, Cyano-
spiza cyanese ; ground robin, Pipilo erythophthalmus.
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Icteridee.— Bobolink, Dolichonyx oryzivorus; cow-bird, Molothrus pecoris ;
red-winged blackbird, Ageleeus pheeniceus ; meadow lark, Sturnella magna ; Bal-
timore oriole, Icterus baltimore; orchard oriole, I. spurius; rusty grackle, Scoleco-
phagus ferrugineus ; purple grackle, Quescalus purpureus.

Corvidee.—Crow, Corvus americanus; blue-jay, Cyanurus cristatus.

Tyrannidee.—King bird, Tyrannus carolinensis; pewee, Sayornis fuscus; fly-
catcher, Empidonax acadicus.

Caprimulgidee.—Whippoorwill, Anthrostomus vociferus; night hawk, Chor-
deiles virginianus.

Cypselidee.—Chimney swift (“chimney swallow ”’), Cheetura pelagica.

Trochilidee. —Ruby-throated humming bird, Trochllus colubris.

Alcedinidee.— Kingfisher, Ceryle alcyon.

Cuculidee.—~Yellow-billed cuckoo, Coccygus americanus.

Picidee.—Red-headed woodpecker, Melanerpes erythrocephalus; golden--
winged woodpecker, Colaptes auratus.

Raptores Strigidse.— Short-eared owl, Brachyotus palustris; screech owl,
Scopsasio; great-horned owl, Bubo virginiands.

Falconidee.—Sparrow hawk, Falco sparverius; chicken hawk, Aceipiter
cooperi ; hen hawk, Buteo borealis ;' golden eagle, Aquila chryseetus.

Cathartidee.—Turkey buzzard, Cathartes Aura.

Columbee.— Wild pigeon, Ectopistes migratorius; mourning dove, Zinsedura
carolinensis.

Gallinge Tetraonld‘e —Ruffed Grouse, Bonasa umbellus; prairie hen, Cupido--
nia cupido.

Perdicidee.—Quail, Ortyx virginianus.

Limicole Charadriidee.— Golden plover, Charadrius fulvus; killdeer plover,.
Agialitis vociferus.

Scolopacidee.—Woodcock, Philohela minor; Wilson’ssnipe, Gallinago wilsoni ;:
least sandpiper, Tringa minutilla.

" Herodiones Ardeidee.—Great blue heron, Ardea herodius ; great white egret,
Herodias egretta ; stake driver, Bataurus minor.

Alectorides Gruidee.—White crane, Grus americanus; sandhill crane, G..
canadensis.

Lamellirostres Anatidee.—Brant goose, Branta bermcla, Canada goose, B. Cana-
densis; mallard duck, Anas boscha; blue-winged teal, Querquedula discors;.
green-\\"inged teal, Nettion carolinensis; wood duck, Aix sponsa.

Pygopodes. Podicipidee.—Pie-billed grebe, Podilymbus podiceps.

Of reptiles, fishes and insects, and the lower forms of animal life,
such a limited number of species have been identified that we can
notice only a few without giving even a partial list.

There are at least three turtles—the snapping turtle, painted or:
mud turtle, and_the soft-shelled turtle.

There are no lizards, but there is a lizard-like reptile called a sala-
mander (Amblystomea punetatnn), and which is usually called a lizard
by those not acquainted with it; but it is nearer related to the frogs
than to the lizards. If there is a representative at all of the order of’
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lizards it is the so-called glass snake — another misnomer. It resem-
bles a snake in having no limbs, but upon examination it will be found
that it has movable eyelids, while the true snakes have not. By the
popular tradition this reptile will break into pieces by a slight blow
and then crawl together again, while the truth is, it has a very long
tail in proportion to its body, and when the animal is excited the
museles of the tail become very rigid and so brittle that they break
like glass by a slight blow; so that only the tail breaks off and the
animmal crawls away without it. It is perfectly harmless and can be
handled without fear.

Among the snakes proper there are the black snake, blue racer, fox
snake, milk snake, three or four kinds of garter snakes, water snakes,
and formerly two kinds of rattle snakes; the latter being the only
poisonous snakes in the country, no matter how terrible or threatening
they are. The snakes, though valuable aids to the farmer, are fast dis-
appearing on account of a barbarous custom, so universally practiced,
of killing every snake that is so unfortunate as to be found in our
reach.

Of batrachians there are probably a half-dozen representatives.
Besides the salamander above spoken of, thele are two or three frogs,
the toad and the mud puppy.

The fishes are represented by two species of cat-fish, buffalo-fish,
one or two sun-fish, bass, pike, perch, and gar-pike. It is very prob-
able that many times this number may be found, but little has been
done with them.

Years of labor would not exhaust the insect world of a square mile
of the county chosen at random ; but a little investigation and well-
directed study will give one a good understanding of at least those
insects most injurious to erops, and the insect enemies of the same.
To be able to treat of them properly, one must know something of
their natnre and habits.

The Colorado potato-beetle (Doryphora ten-lineata) appeared in
about 1854, but as stated above it has nearly disappeared, owing largely
to its many insect foes.

The ‘“wild potato-bug” (Lytta marginata), comes occasionally, and
can be driven off by sw1tch11w the vines.

The cabbage butterflies (Pems), and especially the species rape—
a small white butterfly —is now a great pest to cabbage growers.

The cut-worm is the larvee or young stage of a little gray moth;

and another the larvee of a beetle which we call the June bug or May
9
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beetle. The former is the brown grub that cuts off young corn ; the
latter a large white grub.

The ground squirrel destroys a great many of the beetles. One
beetle will lay hundreds of eggs in a year, so the ground squirrel,
though he may destroy a few hills of corn, may save many a hundred
by killing the beetles. "

The army-worm (Leucanium unipuncta), is also the larvae of a small
gray moth,

. The chinch-bug (Micropus lencopterus) is probably the worst pest
to the farmer. It was first noticed in this county in 1844.

Other injurious insects are the HessianAly, cureulios, ete.

The lists of species is a very small one indeed, and it is to be hoped
some one will complete the work by making a note of the species not
contained in the above.

J. E. Armsrrong, B. S.,
Asst. in Nat. Hist. Ill. State University,
Champaign, 1L

CHAPTER V.

CUSTOMS OF THE OLDEN TIME,

‘“ There are gains for all our losses,
There are balms for all our pains,
But when youth, the dream, departs,
It takes something from our hearts
And it never comes again,”

L

FIVESE fow lines contain a germ of truth, and one of the reasons

that the old settlers ot the county look back with longing eye and
throbbing hearts to the days of ‘*Anld Lang Syne.” The youthtful eye
of the pioneer saw bluer skies, and greener trees, than the aged eye
now sees; the luxuriant grasses waved to gentler breezes; cooler,
elearer water from rippling brook or refreshing spring laved his heated
brow, or-quenched his ardent thirst ; his quickened ear caught sweeter
strains in the nesting-songs of the feathered tribe, and when twilight
elosed the busy day he was ‘‘Inlled into pleasant dreams by happy
toil.”  Such is some of the glamour which youth sheds over the
¢ good old times.”  However it was not all poetry, the early days in
this eonnty. There was a stern and practical side to the life of every
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pioneer. Trials and hardships found their way into each home. But
interwoven with this life of simple pleasures, primitive joys, of alter-
nate smiles and tears, of undiminished labor, there are many life
lessons which we of later days would do well to pause and ponder.

Directed by the faithful, sturdy hand of a dear old man, whose
cheerful presence yet gladdens many homes of the present time, let us
gaze backward into the past and glean some of the gems from Memory’s
treasure-house. Lured'on by whispered tales of the abundant resources
and future greatness of the new states, the tirst settlers of this county
left their timber-bound homes of Ohio, Kentucky or Indiana and
drifted with the tide of immigration into the great ** prairic sea.” No
doubt, had their pen been as mighty, they would have said of Illinois’
magnificent prairies, as Bryant :

“My heart swells while the dilated sight
Takes in the encircling vastness. Lo, they stretch
In airy undulations far away,
As if the ocean, in its gentle swells,

Stood still, with all his rounded billows fixed
And motionless forever.”

Nurtured under the proteeting forests of their native states, the
immigrants sought timbered land for their new home. In fact it-was.
years after the first settler eame to this county ere it was known that.
prairie soil eould be successfully enltivated. Upon reaching the water-
courses of the eounty, the timbered region, the new comers pitched
their tent, and with their ax, ‘¢ the first weapon of offense against the
forests,” began to fell trees, thus clearing land for cultivation, and at
the same time preparing to build the primitive log cabin of the eounty.
For years afteg the first settlements were made in the county, all the
men living therein eollected together to aid in the raising of each new
eabin. These cabins were usually from 14 to 16 feet, and rarely twenty
feet, square. They were usnally built in the following manner: ¢ First-
large logs were laid in position as sills ; on these were placed strong -
slecpers, and on the sleepers were laid the rough-hewed puncheons
which were to serve as floors.  The logs were then built up till the
proper height for the eaves was reached ;5 then on the ends of the
building were placed poles, longer than the other end-logs, whieh pro-
jected some eighteen or more inches over the sides, and were called
‘“ butting pole sleepers ”; on the projecting ends of these were placed
the ¢ butting poles,” which served to give the lines to the first row of
clapboards. These were, as a matter of course, split, and as the gables
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of the cabin were built up, were so laid on as to lap a third of their
length. They were often kept in place by the weight of a heavy pole
supported by what was called knees, which was laid across the roof
parallel to the ridge-pole. The house was then chinked, and daubed
with coarse mortar.”

In the first cabins of the county huge fire-places, occupying nearly
the entire end of the room, were built. These were large enough for
persons to sit in chairs on either side of the burning fire, and being
entirely within the fireplace they could look up the chimney and out
at the sky above. At these fireplaces our mothers cooked, and our
fathers tell us that the bread from the ** dutch-oven,” the corn bread
from the ‘“pone” board, the venison from above the coals, and the
potatoes from out the ashes, were sweeter far, and formed more deli-
cious food, than any of the dishes ot modern device.

-In a few of the first cabins in the county, a log being left out of
one side, sheets of paper greased with ‘‘coon grease” covered the
opening and feebly let in the daylight to the inmates.  Nearly all the
furniture of these first cabins were ‘‘ home made.” A single puncheon
board with four legs projecting from the underside formed the dining
table, and blocks of wood on three legs were their chairs. The bed-
stead corresponded with the rest, and sometimes was made with but
two poles united at a right angle, and projecting into the side and end
of theroom. Boards resting on this framework formed a spring bed
compared to the hardness of the puncheon floor.

Come with me for a moment and we will take a peep into one of
these primitive cabins, after more modern furniture came into use.
Ilere we are on the hewn threshold of the one door, which is in the
south side of the honse. The latch-string, which is "gways out,” is
drawn and the wooden latch lifts with a sharp elick. owly the mas-
sive door swings back from the generous opening and we in truth see
some of the charms of ‘ye olden time.” In spite of carpetless floor,
limited space and crude furniture, there is an air of comfort about the
interior that cannot be denied.  After onr return we will relate our
experience and what we saw in the cabin. At first our entire attention
was attracted to the fireplace on the west side of the room, and we saw
verified Whittier’s twilight scene in ¢ Snow-bound.” We saw

“The oaken log, green, huge, and thick,
And on its top the stout back-stick;
The knotty forestick laid apart,

And filled between with curious art
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The ragged brush ; then, hovering near,
We watched the first red blaze appear,
Heard the sharp crackle, canght the gleam
On whitewashed wall and sagging beam,
Until the old, rude furnished room

Burst, flower-like into rosy bloom.
3¢ * * * * 3 *

Shut in from all the world about,

We sat the clean-winged hearth about,
Content to let the north-wind roar

In baffled rage at pa.né and door,

While the red logs be‘ore us beat

The frost-line back with tropic heat;
And ever, when a louder blast

Shook beam and rafter as it passed,

The merrier up its roaring draught

The great throat of the chimney langhed.
The house-dog, on his paws outspread,
Laid to the fire his drowsy head.

And, for the winter fireside meet,
Between the andirons’ straddling feet,
The mug of cider simmered slow,

The apples sputtered in a row,

And, close at hand, the basket stood
With nuts from brown October’s wood.”

Sitting there in the mystic light from this charmed fireside we gazed
about the room. The sand-scoured puncheon floor reflected the fire-
light to wall and ceillng. Chairs, stools, benches and chests were
scattered about the room. Three curtained beds with narrow pass-
ways between, and mayhap a trundle bed beneath, stood with heads
to the east at the back part of the room. Under the spotless curtained
windows—the one at the west and the other at the north of the room—
stood a stand and dining table. In the corner to the left of the fire-
place an old-time cupboard rested against the wall. Rows ot blue
and white plates lined the uncurtained shelves, while a huge onion or
a ripe tomato ornamented the top. High over the fireplace the narrow
mantle with its medicine bottles, candlestick, and what not, rested ;
while, at various places about the room, boards resting on sticks driven
into auger holes formed shelves for bedding and other things. The
pioneer’s friend and weapon of defense, his gun, rested on wooden
hooks fastened to the centermost joist of the ceiling. Hanging on
wooden pegs against the wall in the back part of the room were the
‘linsey woolsey,” drawstring tow, or eight-yard calico dresses, of the
economical and thrifty women, of the houseliold, and the stocking-pole
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or line found its place in the corner of the cabin. The spinning
wheels, both large and small, had their place in the corner of the
room. Irom the joists and about the wall, dried herbs of various
kinds were hanging. I'rom these, soothing beverages were made by
the family nurse of the homne —the good house-wife — for healing the
wounded and curing the sick. On peeled hickory poles resting on
pegs driven into the joists there hung numberless rounds of dried
pumpkins and strings of dried apples.

While viewing all these numerous articles we sat in the midst of
the inmates of the house. With genuine pleasure and good will beam-
ing in their kindly faces, they had made us welcome and with generous
hand and open heart had entertained us well.

,As we reluctantly left this genial home and turned our steps to a
modern one, we thought along the years from then till now—the old
days to the new, and we grievingly saw many dear old customs that
had gradually dropped out of use, so that perhaps but a shadow of
their influence reaches the present time.

Very much of the free-hearted hospitality which used to make each
cabin a home to the stranger is gone. There is less of the genuine
neighborly feeling which existed between the early inhabitants of the
county. In the early days here there was not much need for lawyers ;
the good-natured judgment of the pioneers quietly settled all disputes.
There was a simplicity of demeanor, and a wonderful amount of gen-
uine upright integrity in the character of the pioneer, whose counter-
parts are seldom found in the character of people of to-day.

There is one thing of which the early settlers of the eounty all had
an equal share,—they all had a generous portion of poverty. Itbeinga
common article no feeling of degradation accompanied it. However,
they had one eomfort,—what little they did have was their very own.
They lacked many of the conveniences of lite and some ot what now
seem necessaries, but with patient hearts and laboring hands they toiled
on, hoping for brighter days.

The first settlers did most of their tarm work with oxen. The
ploughs first brought here were of little use in breaking the grass-
matted prairie soil. This was a drawback to the eultivation of the lat-
ter, after the truth was made clear that the prairie soil would grow grain
as well as the timber ground. When the county was first settled the
nearest sawmills were on the Wabash river, and some of the houses
are yet standing, the lumber of which was brought from the banks of
the said stream. The Wabash region and Sangamon county furnished
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the grist-mills for a number of years. The groceries came from the
same regions, while the salt mines of Vermilion county were fre-
quented. These, too, were the market-places, while many hauled
their grain all the way to Chicago and exchanged for groceries. It has
not been over thirty years sinee a family in this county hauled peaches
in a wagon to Chicago and sold them. For a number of years all
blacksmithing was done outside the limits of the county. It would be
utterly impossible to give an accurate idea of all the suffering and hard-
ships undergone by the people living under such inconvenience.

The people on coming to make a new settlement were generally pre-
pared with breadstuffs and groceries to last until a crop could be raised.
Corn-meal seemed to be the staple article of diet. Johnny-cake and
pones made of this were relished for breakfast and dinner, while mush-
and-milk or ‘‘hasty pudding” was the usual dish for supper. The
‘“truck-pateh ” contained about the same kind of vegetables we find in
modern ones. All kinds of wild fruit were plentiful. Honey was
found in great abundance in the forests, and maple sugar was success-
fully made, though the sugar camps were never as extensive as those
in more eastern states. Wild meat was very plentiful. = Venison and
wild-turkey meat abundantly supplied their tables.

The thrifty housewife of the early days of the county not only kept
her house neatly and in order, cooking for a large family, and ofttimes
for a whole wagon-load of travelers, but she manufactured nearly all
of the clothing worn by the family, and made much of the bedding.
Many women in the county are yet using blankets woven by their own
hands. * Linsey-woolsey ” was made into winter gowns for the women,
while blue and butternut jeans suits were worn by the men. Themen,
too, often wore buckskin shirts, and, in fact, entire suits of the same.
The early settlers upon coming to the county found the Indians here,
and some of their athletic sports were copied. Most of the sport in
way of games were those testing muscular strength or the skill with
the gun and bow and arrow. Shooting matches were sometimes in-
dulged in. :

The first settlers were located, some of them, miles apart, but they
were never too far to refuse to obey a call to a house-raising, log-roll-
ing or corn-husking, *“ We're going to raise to-morrow,” was all the
invitation needed to obtain abundant assistance to erect a cabin.

TFor a number of years aftér the first settlement was made in the
county, the inhabitants made yearly preparations for the sickly or ague
season, which usually began about August and lasted several months.
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During this time often the entire household would be ¢ shaking ” at
one time, and neighbors who lived at a distanee of from sixteen to
twenty miles willingly left their home work to minister at the bedside
of sick friends.

One great annoyance to the settlers in the early days of the county
was land speculators, who often entered land before the settler who
anticipated entering it could get time to travel some seventy miles to
the land oflice. One instance is already recorded relating the fact that
one of the ladies now living in the county rode horseback to Danville,
swimming the Vermilion river on the way, and reached the land office,
entered her land, and walked out of one door of the office just as the
speculator came in at the other.

In such way have we related some of the manners and customs of
the long ago. If by such relation we have succeeded in pleasantly
recalling to some of the old people of the county their early days here,
we will feel amply repaid for our labor.

CHAPTER V.

PIATT COUNTY.

“Sweet clime of my kindred, blest land of my birth !
The fairest, the dearest, the brightest on earth,
Where’er I may roam, howe’er blest I may be,
My spirit instinctively turns to thee.”

REVIOUS to the coming of the first white settlers to this county,
the small portion of the state now known as Piatt county served
no higher purpose than as grazing land for herds of deer and buftalo,
and as camping ground for the Indians during the hunting season.
The buffaloes disappeared ere the coming of the whites, leaving as evi-
dence of their habitation here some decaying bones, and a portion of
some of their trails to the water-courses. A small part of one of these
trails can yet be seen about half a mile west of Mr. McIntosh’s mill on
the Sangamon river.
The deer remained long after settlements began, and, in fact, some
were seen in the county not over sixteen years ago. These timid,
graceful creatures were the pride, as well as the chief support of the
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early settlers of the county. They furnished mueh of the sport, too,
for the old as well as the young. Deer hunts were greatly in vogue,
and the children spent days in playing with their pet tawns. Some of
the old settlers have at hand many jokes and incidents relative to the
deer hunts of their youthful days. Most of the early settlers were
hunters, some excelling the others, however. ¢ Uncle Nath” Henline
was always a hunter and we expect him to remain one for many years
to “come. Mr. Simon Shonkwiler has killed many a deer, while
“Unele Joe ” Moore has well earned his sobriquet of ¢* Buckskin Joe.”
“TUnele Ezra” Marquiss is one of the few ecarly settlers who spent
very little time with the gun. ITe sometimes relates his early disap-
pointments in that direction and his subsequent decision to spend his
time at something else. Ie never killed a deer in his life. Dr. Hull
was a noted deer hunter in his day here. The Maxwells, just beyond
the line, in Champaign county, were the companions of Mr. Henline
and others of the early settlers in their hunting expeditions. Joseph
Mallory says that he shot his first deer December 9, 1835, on what is
now Mr. Thomas Reid’s place. lle was in company with William
Piatt, and the latter undertook to have his nag carry both himself and
the dead deer. Upon crossing a little stream and when the horse went
to drink, he was so frightened by the deer’s legs swinging and striking
him, that both the deer and Mr. Piatt were tossed into the stream.
Many other similar incidents might be related which would but serve
to emphasize the fact that the lmntmo was a hard neeessrcy, yet once
in a while a little sport tempered the hardneqq :

Wolves were at one time—and are still in some parts of the
county—a great annoyance to the early settlers. Many ways and
means were devised for exterminating them. They were chased with
bloodhounds, were dug from their lairs, and in some cases were
caught in traps. Mr. Piatt has seen the remains of a wolf trap sup-
posed to have been ereeted by Mr. Daggott, which had the skeletons
of deer and wild hogs which had been used for bait scattered around
it. According to Mr. Henline the wolf traps were made similar to
those for prairie-chickens. The bait was so fixed that, when the wolf
jerked it, the lid of the trap came down and the wolf was a prisoner.
Some of the ladies in the county had a little share in wolf and deer
huunts.  One lady, now living in the county, told ns how astonished
she once was to have a wolf bound over the fence, alighting at her
side as she stood in the garden. From the garden the wolf went
from one lot to another and then lay down in the pig-pen to
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rest. The neighbors with their dogs were out on the trail, and
as the barking of the dogs began to be heard plainer, the wolf
started from the ‘hog-pen and ran in another direction. TIn the
meantime, and ere the men came in sight, the lady referred to had
mounted a horse and was quickly off, taking the lead in the chase and
witnessed the killing of the wolf by the hounds. Several equally
interesting incidents are remembered by the pioneers. The howling
of the wolves was one of the disagreeable sounds the people had to
listen to in the early days. Some of the now men and women can
yet, in imagination, hear the frightful noise as it sounded in their
childish ears.

Indians in the county.—Indians of various tribes used to pass
through and camp in Piatt county, but the Pottawatomies and Kicka-
poos frequented the place more than any others. Mr. Henline was
well acquainted with many of these Indians. They taught him their
language, their arts of hunting and trapping, and the use of snow-
shoes. Shabbona, the peace chief, has been in the county, and Mr.
Henline knew him. IHe was also acquainted with Shaw-nes-sah, an
under chief of the Pottawatomies. Mr. Henline assisted in opening
an Indian grave — that of a chief in the war of 1812,—mnear Coon
spring, and he yet has some of the trinkets taken from it.

There was one old Indian, named Capt. John, who wintered
for several seasons just a little west of the Wabash cattle-yards, near
Monticello. IIe considered Mr. James Piatt’s folks, who lived in a
cabin just north of the depot in Monticello, his friends. One summer
Indian John wanted to stay and plant corn, and Mr. Piatt showed
him ground on the present site of Monticello where he could plant.
John, however, wanted to plant in the pasture, but upon Mr. Piatt’s
assuring him the horses would eat it he went oft' contented, returning
in the fall to find a fine lot of corn on the ground he would not use.
e pointed to the corn telling what a patch of corn he had. M. Piatt
told him to go cut it, but the old Indian only laughed adroitly and
turned away. Just before the Black Hawk war, this Indian went to
Mr. Piatt and bade him good-by, telling him that there was going to
be war.

One morning several Indians ealled at Mr. Piatt’s for food.
Although it was after breakfast time Mrs. Piatt gave them a good
meal.  While in the house one of the Indians saw a book on the shelf
and took it down, asking William Piatt to read for them under the
trees in the yard. The latter read until the Indian reached for the
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book and began to read as well as William, after wlnch he drew forth
a Testament from his pocket.

At the time that Mr. James Piatt was helping Mr Fry to build his
cabin, an Indian came out of the woods and beckoned to Mr. Piatt,
who was on the house. Ile got down from the house and followed
the Indian, who presented him a part of’ a deer in remembrance of the
time Mr. Piatt fed him during the war of 1812.

Part of the land Mr. Piatt owned in and about Monticello was
paid for by money received from Indian agents. At one time five or
six hnndred Indians on their way west were camped in his neighbor-
hood and he furnished the agents provisions for them.

A pond several miles north of Monticello commemorates the name
of a Delaware brave. A Delaware squaw killed two Kickapoo chil-
dren and was.sentenced to death. An Indian married her to save her
life and she was banished. Her husband chose banishment too, and
they settled in the fall upon the banks of the Sangamon river. Upon
the rising of the river they moved back just abme a pond on C. W.
Piatt’s placc. Here the squaw was taken sick and her husband gave
her steam baths by pouring water on hot stones, but to no purpose, for
she died. Nathan Henline was a boy at this time and was at the
burial. The grave was dug on the bank of the pond, puncheon
boards were placed therein, and into this rnde sepulcher. the body was
placed. The next morning old Bnck and his ten-year old son, Calish,
started to camp, and ever since the pond has been known as Buck’s
pond. Some time after the burial of the squaw a band of Kickapoo
Indians passed through this section of the country, and the grave was
robbed of its dead,— the bones were scattered on top of the ground.
A number of years afterward the Marquiss boys found the old squaw’s
skull and took it home with them. Traces of the grave are yet visible.

Organization and name.—At the time of the first settlements in
what is now Piatt county it was a part of Macon and DeWitt counties.
About 1837 the people located here began to think themselves too far
m‘?fﬁl_HHounty seats, and they decided to try to have a new county
struck off.  Accordingly a meeting was held to see what could be done
to advance such decision. The result was that Isaac Demorest and
William Wright were instructed to carry a petition, which was made out
by George A. Patterson, in Champaign county, for the purpose of
getting some portion of it for the new county. Abraham and Ezra
Marqguiss and William Barnes were to canvass DeWitt county, while
George A. Patterson, James Piatt and John Piatt were to work in
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Macon county and over the southern part of what is now Piatt county.
The canvassers in Champaign county accomplished nothing, but the
others succeeded in getting their petitions quite well filled out, and
George A. Patterson was appointed to lobby in the legislature for the
formation of the new county. Mr. Patterson called a meeting at the
house of Abraham Marquiss for the purpose of deciding upon a name
for the probable county. Isaac Demorest proposed the name of Web-
ster, and made a speech in its favor, while William Barnes proposed
that of Piatt, and spoke at length in favor of the same. Only seven
or eight votes were cast and Piatt gained the day by a majority of
about one vote. Mr. Patterson went to Springfield, and wrote a letter
to ‘Squire Wiley, January 7, 1841, from which we quote the following:
I have become acquainted with many of the members and my busi-
ness is favorably received. The petitions were introduced New Years’
day, and referred to the committees on counties. I had the privilege
of drawing the bill and with only one amendment it was presented and
read yesterday for the first time. One gentleman has hinted that he
would propose to alter the name of our county to that of Grundy, but
I have opposed it, because we agreed to have no party political name,
and so the name of Piatt will be sustained.”

The result of all this was that by an aet of the legislature in Jan-
uary, 1841, Piatt county was formed. The following, from the ¢ Laws
of Illinois for 1841,” defines the boundaries of the said county:

“Be it enacted by the People of the State of [llinois, represented
on the General Assembly : That all of that part of Macon and DeWitt
counties, included within the following boundaries to-wit: DBeginning -
where the north line of town fifteen, north, intersects the middle of
range four, east, and running thence north through the middle of range
four to the middle of town nineteen ; thence east to the west line of
range five; thence north to the northwest corner of town nineteen,
north, range five, east; thence by a direct line to the sonthwest corner
of section seven, town twenty-one, north, range six ; thence east to the
east line of range six ; thence south along the east line of range six to
the north line of town fifteen, north ; thence west along the north line
of town fifteen to the place of beginning, shall constitute a new county
of Piatt.” ' {

After the county was thus organized, Monticello, which had been
laid out and-named in 1837, was chosen as the county seat. At once
the first county election, in April 1841, was held, and John Hughes,
W. Bailey and E. Peck comprised the first county commissioners’
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court. Hon. Samuel IL. Treat presided over the first court held May
14, 1841. Joseph King was made the first cirenit clerk; James Reber,
probate judge, and John Piatt, sheriff.

For a number of years the county was divided into the following
precincts:  Liberty, Monticello, Sangamon and Okaw, and the people
living therein, voted accordingly. In 1861 the present organization
into townships was made.

Lirst. settlements.—It seems that the southern states, though in
some cases in a roundabout way, were the first to send settlers to our
little county. Mr. HHayworth, who came in 1822 and built the first
house in the county, moved from-Tennessee to, Illinois, with a colony
of Quakers. Mr. James Martin, who settled here in 1822 and built
the second house, was formerly from Kentucky, but he moved to Olio,
thence through Indiana and to Piatt county. Mr. Ilenline’s people,
who settled here in 1824, were originally from Kentucky, but moved
from Ohio to Illinois. Mr. York, who moved to this state from Ken-
tucky, was formerly from North Carolina. Thus, at the outset, the
characteristic element of the southern people—hospitality—was im-
planted on Piatt county soil. Soon other people came in from Indi-
ana, Olio, and other states.

The Furnaces—DMrs. Furnace, her son Samuel, and daughter Nancy,
came here with Mr. Martin and his nephew, John Martin.

In 1822 Mr. Daggott bought Mr. Martin’s improvements, lived
on the place a short time, and then deserted it, moving to Big
Grove, Urbana. About the same year Mr. Daggott came, Mr. Holli-
day reached Piatt county. On his way here he stalled, and had to re-
main a day or two in a big slough ecast of Lynn Grove. The place
was known for a number of years as Holliday’s IJole. Upon reaching
the county he built a cabin a little southwest of Mr. Hayworth’s, on
land that is now a part of Monticello. Mr. Solomon Carver bought
Mr. ITolliday out, and in 1829 William Cordell bought the property
and moved on to it. Just previous to this, however, Mr. James Piatt,
while traveling through Illinois, stopped over night with Mr. Carver.
Upon hearing that Mr. Hayworth wished to sell out, Mr. Piatt went
to Danville, bought him out, and in 1829 moved his family from Indi-
ana to the Hayworth cabin, a picture of which appears in this book.
In 1830 the father of William Cordell, built the first house on what is
now Madden’s Run. He afterward sold out to Mr. Stout, and the
stream was known for a time as Stout’s Branch. In this same year
(1830) Mr. David Cordell built a cabin on what is known as the Wool-
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ington place. Previous to this, however, in 1824, Mr. York built a
cabin near Mr. George Varner’s present residence, and this was the
first Liouse on Goose creek. It is said that in 1830 these last two
cabins mentioned were the only ones on the north side of the Sanga-
mon river, between Iriends Creek and Cheney’s Grove. Mr. York
lost his wife here, and returned to Kentucky. Mr. Cordell moved to
Friends Creck and thence to Missouri. In the fall of 1830 a Mr. Fry
put up a cabin north of the mouth of Goose ereek, on what is-now Mr.
Fithian’s place. In this same year (1830) Mr. Terry came to the
county and built two cabins, one for himself and one for his mother-
in-law, Mrs. Randolf, in the southern part of the present fair gronnds.

These people, so far as we can learn, are all who settled in Piatt
county previous to the deep snow of 1830-31. During the next decade-
settlements were made quite rapidly.

Soon after the deep.snow, probably in the fall of 1831, Mr. Olney,
a captain in the revolutionary war, came to the county and built a.
cabin on what is now Mr. Ezra Marquiss’ place. His son-in-law, Mr.
Lawrence, began building the cabin which afterward became **Uncle
Ezra’s” first house, a cut of which appears in this book. One of Mr.
Olney’s sons took possession of the house vacated by Mr. Fry, while
the other built a cabin on the site of William Piatt’s present residence.
Old Mr. and Mrs. Olney died here and were buried at Hickory Point,
just opposite Mr. Oliver Marquiss’ present residence. Their remains
were long afterward disinterred by a grandson and placed in the bury-
ing ground near the Piatt school-lhouse. The Olneys became dis-
satistied with the county and moved away. In 1833, when Mr. Abra-
ham Marquiss with lis family came to the county, he took possession
of the cabin that stood where William H. Piatt’s present residence is,
which was vacated by one of the Olneys. '

During the decade from 1830 to 1840, settlements began to be made
rapidly. During the first half of this time Mr. Abraham Marquiss,
Ezra Marquiss, William Barnes, John and Richard Madden, Samuel
Olney, Joseph Mallory, Isaae Williams. Samuel Suver, Cyrus Widick and
Michael Dillow settled in the county. About the middle of the decade
the Aters, the Baileys, James Hart, Jesse, William and Richard Mon-
roe, James Utterback, Joseph and Luather Moore, Ezra Fay, Daniel
and Samuel Harshbarger, Simon and Nathaniel Shonkwilerand Samuel
Havely, came to the county. Not far from 1840 Abraham Collins,
John Tenbrook, Samuel West, A. J. Wiley, A. Rizeor, John Argo,
John Welch, William Smock, Peter Adams, George and Silas Evans,
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the Armsworths, the Coons, Dr. Burrill, and a number of others,
settled in the county. Some of these early settlers of the county
are yet living, but others have ended their worldly career.

Pronuuent among the settlers at this time, in the neighboring
counties, we will first mention Mr. Henry Sadorus, who came with
his family and made, in 1824, one of the first settlements in Cham-
pawn county Mr. Sadorus was born in Bedford county, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1783. He married Mary Titus in 1811. He served thirteen
months in the war of 1812, but never received his pension. In his
last years he became ambitious to obtain it, but his last illness pre-
vented the signing of the papers. Upon Mr. Sadorus’ settling at the
grove, which still bears his name, his house became a regular stopping
place for all travelers bound for Macon and other counties west. Sev-
eral people now living in this county are ready to aflirm that the meals
prepared by Mrs. Sadorus seemed the best they had ever eaten. This
family was hospitable in the extreme and too great credit cannot be
given them tor their good deeds. Mr. Sadorus was married in 1853
to Mrs. Eliza Canterbury. In this connection we will mention an
instance referred to in Lothrop’s History of Ch(unpaio"n County. Atan

early day here horse-thieves were quite annt))lng Mr. James Piatt
having lost three valuable horses started in pursuit, and he and M.

Sadoru%, after several days’ ride, caught the thief with his prize.
Although the prisoner was handcuffed, he made several attempts to
escape as they were on the way to the sheriff of Macon county. At
each attempt of escape made by the prisoner, Mr. Sadorus dropped a
bullet into his gun, and when the thief was safe in the sherift’s hand
only ‘‘twenty-nine balls ” were found in the gun.

The Dieckeys, of Maecon eounty, were also kind neighbors to the
people of this county. Mr. Wm. Dickey, a native of Alabama,
settled on Friends Creek about 18328 or 1830, and lived there until
his death a few years after. Ilis son John died while on his way
to Chicago with produce for the markets. Several descendants of
these men are yet living in Macon county. The Howells, some of
whom now live in Piatt county, were in Macon county a long time.
The Maxwells, of Champaign county, were also friends of the people
in this county. A number of other people, both in these and sur-
rounding counties, might be mentioned, whieh would also serve to
show that the pioneers of this connty were not without friends.

The majority of the people now living in the county are Americans,
but within the last twenty years a number of English, Irish and

—
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German settlements have been made here, and they all bid fair to
beeome among the very best of our citizens.

First Z)ert/w and deaths in the county.—The first white child born:
in the eounty was that of a family of movers, who, at the time, were
camped near Camp Creck bndge, near where Mrs. Raymond now
lives (1881). This family only remained in the eounty a month or so.:
The next child born after that of the movers was a daughter of Mr,;
Henry Sadorus, born at Mr. James Piatt’s house in the spring of
1830. Jaeob Piatt, born in January, 1831, was the first male child
born to white settlers in Piatt county. Irank Williams, daughter of
Isaae Williams, who came to the county in 1835, and Mary E. Monroee
(mow Mrs. Gamaliel Gregory), were probably the next children born
in the county.

There was a walnut tree, whieh stood on an mland a little below:
thie Bender ford of the Sangamon river, whieh for fifteen years was
known as the ‘“coflin tree.” The several tirst people who died in the
eounty were buried in coflins made by the neighbors from this tree.
The first eoflin, according to Mr. Henline, was made for Mrs. Martin,
and the same tree furnished eoftins for Mrs. Randolph, Mrs. Terry
and Mrs. Olney. The ecoflin of the latter named person was in good
condition when taken up thirty years after. These people—except
Mrs. Olney—were buried a little southwest of Rhoades Park, in
Monticello. . Mrs. York, Mr. Holliday and Mr. Ayers also had coffins
from the tree and were interred in the same place. No traee of this
burial-ground now remains. This tree just referred to was used for
other purposes. Mr. Abraham Marquiss and Ezra Marquiss made a

good table out of it, and Wm. Piatt made several bedsteads from the:

same tree.

The ‘deep snow” and *‘sudden freeze” mark two eras in the
history of Piatt county which were not soon forgotten by the inhabit-
ants of the county at that time. ¢ The deep snow is one of the land-

marks of the early settler. It is his mile-stone, from which he counts.

in dating preeeding or sueeceding events. He reckons the date of his
- coming to the county, his marriage and the births of his children from
it.” ¢ You may locate a certain event as occurring Anno Domini
so-and-so, and your ante-deep snow resident will at once eommenee
eounting on his fingers the intervening years between the deep snow

and the particular time in question in order to verify your date.:

The fact is, that the deep snow was an important and very extraor-

dinary phenomenon. There has been nothing equal to it in this’
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latitnde for the last hundred years—if the Indian traditions are
correct as to what oceurred before the white man’s advent. Accord-
ing to their traditions, as related to the first settlers, a snow fell
from fifty to seventy-five years before the settlement of the white
people, which swept away the immense herds of Buftalo and elk that
then roamed over our vast prairie.”

Early in the fall of 1830 the snow began to fall, and continued to
fall at near intervals through the entire winter. Frequent sleets with
the snows formed alternate layers of snow and ice, which was from
three to four feet deep on the level. The weather was intensely cold
throughout the season, and the snow did not melt. It was drifted in
places so that the fences could not be seen. For weeks people were
positively ‘‘snow-bound,” and did not venture forth except to prevent
starvation. As the season advanced and the snow became packed,
teams drawing heavily loaded wagons were driven right on top of the
snow and over stake and rider fences. :

Wild game was very easily captured that winter. The deer being
unable to travel through the snow were often caught without the aid of
fire-arms.  For several seasons following that of the deep snow, deer,
prairie-chicken and other'game were very searce.

After this great snow began to melt as the wariner season advanced,
the country was almost deluged with water, and for weeks it was
nearly as difficult to travel about the country as it was in the winter.

We understand there was no one perished in the snow of that
fearful winter, but we have heard several tales of the hardships under-
gone by the settlers of the county. At this time there was one little
hand-mill in the county at Mr. Henline'’s, and all their neighbors had
to struggle through the snow to use this one mill to prepare the
“breadstuff.” One old settler relates the fact that, when a boy, he
was detailed from his family to carry grain or ‘‘breadstuff” to a
family across the river to keep them from starving. He wore nothing
on his limbs but buckskin breeches, and as he came over the point of
the bluff' reaching the prairie not far from where Mr. Woolington now
lives, the cold wind from off’ all that prairie of deep snow would blow
his clothes and strike his now and then unprotected knees with such
force as to almost paralyze him with cold.

But at last this dread season came to an end, and not another such
has been experienced by the inhabitants of the county since.

January of 1836 marks the era of the ‘‘sudden freeze.” This resulted
in more loss of human life than did the deep snow, and, from the sud-

10
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denness of the storm, there was probably more intense suffering for
the time being.  Some of the incidents related in regard to this storm
seem almost incredulous, but when we hear so many tell the same
kind of stories, we know all could not be mistaken. Ior a time pre-
ceding the storm the ground had been covered with snow, but upon
the day in question, the rain falling during alinost the entire forenoon
had made with the snow a ‘¢ slush” several inches in depth. The
storm came from the northwest and reached this county some time in
the afternoon. The cloud appeared dark and threatening above, while
below it had a white frosty appearance and the air seemed filled with
particles of frozen mist. Almost instantaneously the climate seemed
changed from that of a temperate to a frigid one. The change came so
rapidly that one could seemingly see the slush eongealing, and the feet
of chickens, hogs, sheep and eattle were held ice-bound in the frozen
slush. Mr. Ezra Marquiss deseribes the day in the following manner:
¢“Jt was raining the fore part of the day and I had been gathering
hogs. I reached home about ten o’cloek, ate my dinner, and started
out to see how the weather looked. As I went out of the south side
of the house, which was 18 X 13 feet square, it was still raining. T
walked slowly to the west side of the house to find it snowing, and by
the time I had reached the north side the slush- on the ground was
frozen over.” e further remarked : ¢ The second or third day after
the ‘freeze’ a hired man and I started to take our horses over to Salt
Creek to be shod. Father helped us to start and we got the horses
over the ereck — which was from bluff' to bluff — quite easily, by ear-
rying ashes and scattering for them to walk on § but when we reached
“the prairie the horses could searcely move in some places. In order
to get them over sloughs and ponds one of us would take hold of the
bridle-rein and pull while the other wowld push tlie horse ; but though
the start was made early in the morning, and notwithstanding the
pushing and pulling, night found us only halt way over —abont five
or six miles from home. We left the horses standing on the icy plain
and returned home for the night. In the morning we returned to the
horses, and the remainder of the journey seemed less diflicult.”.
Williamn Piatt was pitehing hay with a pitchfork when the storm
struek him. Almost instantly, it seemed to him, the handle of the
fork, which had been wet with rain, was cc vered with iece.
Nathan Henline says he was riding wien the storm reached him,
and before he had gone a mile the froze 1 slush would bear up his
horse.
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Mr. William Monroe, while going with Mr. James Utterback to
East Fork, was so nearly frozen that wheu he reached a neighbor’s he
had to be helped off’ the horse. 1Ilis clothes were actually frozen to
the hair of the horse.

At the time of the sudden freeze Jacub and Samuel Deeds were
frozen to death while on their way to West Okaw. Mr. Joseph Moore
says that these men had been over to the Luake Fork timber hunting
hogs and had started home. - It was twelve days before their bodies
were found. There were several other deaths of people who were
neighbors to the people of this county.

Early mills.—Mr. Henline says they used to prepare their corn-
meal in what was called a hominy block: This was made by making
a hole about one and a half feet deep in a’bloek of wood three
feet long and from two to two and a half feet in diameter. A block
of wood with a wedge in it was then fastened to a pole with one
end fastened to a joist of the cabin. The hominy block was placed
under the sweep, which when foreed to the bottom of the bloek in
pounding the eorn therein, would spring back to its original position.
The finest part of the pounded eorn was made into bread while the
coarse part was used for hominy. The next arrangement for preparing
cornmeal was a kand mill. Mr. Henline’s folks bought two stones that
were about sixteen inches in diameter.  These were fixed in a section
of a hollow tree and the top stone had a holein it in the center and one
near its circumferenee. A staff was fastened with one end in the outer
hole, and the other to one of' the joists of the cabin. By taking hold
of the staff’ a rotary motion eould be made by the top stone. Only a.
handful of corn could be put into this mill at a time, and it took
about three men to grind three bushels of eorn a day.

Mr. Wm. Monroe thus deseribes the making of the first mill Unity
Township had. ¢ When we returned home after the sudden freeze,
Mr. Christopher Mosbarger, who was a millwright, and who had
brought his tools along, was at our house. We were without bread-
stuff, and he said to us: * Boys, get your axes and grub-hoes and ecut
the ice, and by gracious, we makes a mill with prairie ‘nigger-heads.””
All went to work and in about four days a mill was made. This mill
was afterward moved from Mr. Jesse Monroe’s to where Atwood now
is, and was run by horse-power, grinding ten to twenty bushels a day.

The first large mill in the county was a water-power mill, built
about 1838, near where Mr. McIntosh’s mill is now located. It was
owned by the following named men, who eomprised the stock company :
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Major McReyvnolds, James Piatt, Abraham Marquiss, William Barnes,
M. Sadorus and William Piatt.

Lurly administration of justice.—The pioneers usnally found a
way, and sometimes ‘twas a way peculiarly their own, to punish per-
sons for their misdeeds,  There was a famons rail-pulling in Macon
county about 1831, in which many persons from what is now Piatt
county participated. Some movers passing through the county stopped,
upon invitation, for lodging at the house of a man who was living on
government land. At this house the mover was advised to enter some
land. e accordingly left his family with these hospitable people and
went to a land office and entered the very land his new acquaintance
was living on; and more than this, he returned and ordered him off
the place.  The one who really had the best right to the place quietly
left the cabin and built another on some land of his own, and notified
his neighbors of the raseality of the man he had befriended. 'Twas
enough! People to the number of one hundred collected one night
from Sadorus Grove, Salt Creek, what is now Piatt county, and Macon
county, and planned to move the improvements to some land on which
the new cabin was and which had been entered by the man who had
befriended the mover. A captain was chosen and the ¢ rail-pulling”
was fairly begun, when the guilty party made his appearance and a
compromise was made. The company contentedly dispersed to their
several homes.

Several years later a company was organized for the purpose of
administering justice in cases that the law could not well get hold of.
Among themselves they were known as ¢The Calithumpians.”  They
were in organization eight or ten years and ‘tis thought they did a
good deal of good with tar and feathers; for, while some were quite
severcly punishc®# for misdeeds, others were afraid to do wrong. The
aptain and first lieutenant of the company are still living in this
county, and the chaplain is now preaching in Kansas.

Judiciary, county officers and some of the election returns.—
Hon. Samuel . Treat, now judge of the United States district court,
presided over the first court in a room of the “Old Fort™ or Devore
House. The first four terms of court did not occupy one half a day.
Hon. David Davis, who is now vice-president, was the second judge
of this district. He was suceeeded by Ion. Charles Emerson, of
Decatur, who presided nearly fifteen years, and though *a man of
few words, was very highly revered.” e died in April, 1870. TIlon.
A. J. Gallagher was the next judge, and his ability for jundging points
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was great. Few of his decisions were reversed. After six years he
ras succeeded by Hon. C. B. Smith, who says he held the first term of
court in Piatt county in 1873, and has held nearly every term in the
county since. Jundge Smith is a native of Virginia, and reccived a
portion of his law education under Governor Benjamin Stanton, of
Ohio. In the last few years Judge Nelson, of Decatur, has held a
few terms of court in the county.

James McDougal, who has since been United States senator from
California, was the first prosecuting attorney. Ie was followed suc-
cessively by David Campbell, Mre. Rust, John R. Eden, afterward
congressman from Illinois; Col J. P. Boyd, D. L. Bunn, M. V. Thomp-
son, Samuel R. Reed, Albert Emerson and Charles Hughes.

The names of the probate justices and county judges are as follows :
James Reber, John Hughes, James Ater, A. G. Boyer, I. C. McComas,
G. L. Spear, Hiram Jackson, William MeReynolds and W. G. Cloyd.

Dr. Joseph King, the first county clerk, was followed by the tol-
lowing persons successively: Dr. J. D. Hillis, James I*. Outten, J.
L. Miller, Wilson F. Cox, J. A. Ielman, Watkins L. Ryder, John
Porter and A. L. Rodgers.

James Reber, J. C. Johnson, A. G. Boyer, L. J. Bond, William
T. Foster and William H. Plunk, are the names in succession of the
cireunit clerks.

For quite awhile the sheriffs acted as treasurers. The first treas-
urer elected was N. E. Rhoades, followed by S. E. Langdon, J. T.
Vangundy, Nelson Reid and Theodore Gross.

John Piatt was the first sherift of the county, and the following
men succeeded him in the order of their names: IEdward Ater, Charles
Harris, George IHeath, Samuel Morain, G. M. Bruffett, Peter K.
Hull, Reuben Bowman, I. II. Lowry, E. P. Fisher, W. B. List, George
Miller, John Kirby, William H. Plunk, E. P. Fisher and William N.
Holmes.

The following are the names of the county school commissioners
and superintendents: Joseph King, William 1. Piatt, George A.
Patterson, Joseph Kee, Thomas Milligan, Jolin Huston, J. W. Coleman,
Caleb A. Tatman, C. J. Pitkin, Mary I. Reed and G. A. Burgess.

The following men have been masters in chancery:  A. G. Boyer,
A. T. Pipher, 8. R. Réed, E. A. Barringer and Albert Emerson.

James Reber, the first county surveyor, was succeeded by George
ITeath, James Bryden, C. D. Moore, William McReynolds and C. D.
Moore, in succession.
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The subjoined vesults of some of the elections in the county will
serve to show the companions in the number of Voters in the county in

various years:
COUNTY OFFICERS.
EvLectioNy orF 1852, By PrECINCTS.

Sheriff.
Liberty. Monticello. Okaw. Sangamon.
PRI QLN AT TA B coore o et o 5 75 3 53
IR W elehaat .o~ o ol S ate e Thahnr gF 14 11 26
EMSETNT e Tra Tl 5 e 230000 L e g gAY 44 41 B! 8
Jeremiah Rhoades .................. 11 26 5 8

Circuit Clerk.
Liberty. Monticello. Okaw. Sangamon.

PANNGL Boxer, Sl - S-S e T E R 49 119 17 18
NG CYHORITRO Nty T, B0 Jottner oL 4 30 3 13
Coroner.
: g Liberty. Monticello. Okaw. Sangamon.
Benjauin; Maxckels. . .-kl s 7 i 11 23
WGillimna Motherspam Aol T8 Sl 39 79 3 69

The following, showing the oflicial vote of Piatt county, are taken
from the ‘¢ Monticello Times” of November 6, 1856 :

President—Filmore 350, Buchanan 310, Fremont 85; Governor—NMorris 315,

Yichardson 313, Bissel 93; Lieutenant-Governor—Bond 339, Hamilton 311, Wood

95; Necrctary of State—Hatceh, 429, Snyder 311

Con: re -s—\Vacancy, Archer 412, Allen 318. Tull term, Bromwell 411, Shaw
313, Senator—Scott 407, Post 321, Repre-entative—Gorin 427,-Warner 83.

‘Sherifi—Morain 349, Osborn 348. IFor Convention 87, Against Convention 409.
Constable—Wimmer 160, Dove 109. Justices of the Peave—Robinson 150,
McComas 107.  Coroner—Hickman 348, Markel 298.  Attorney—Eden 379, Moore
206. C erk—DBond 391, Boyer 205, Mitchell 11.

1876.

State’s Attorney—Albert Emerson 1761, W. G. Cloyd 1425, Circuit Clerk—
W. 1L Plunk 1910. Sheriff—William Holmes lb/() John \'ml 1351. Coroner—
Henry Etherton 1802,

1877.

County Ju lge—William MecReynolds 1322, Harvey I, Haston 1133. County
Clerk—A. 1. Rodgers 1324, Robert L. Barton 1152, County Treasurer—Nelson
Reid 1294, J. T. Vanzundy 1186. County Superintendent—Mary I. Reed 1247,
John H. Easton 1183.

1878.
Sherifi—William IHolmes 1384, John Vail 1080, Joseph Zorger 252, John
Quick 1. Coroner—Jacob Barnes 1339, John Quick 1124, H. Weleh 256.
Srecian EKireeriox ror County Junck, JUNE 5, 1879.
County Judge—W. G. Cloyd 754, Lewis J. Bond 633,
iy 1880,

State’s Attorney—Charles Huches 1800, M. R. Davidson 1694, Circnit Clerk—
W. H. Plunk 1833, D. G. Cantner 1637. Sheriff—William M. Holmes 1834.
Tho. Moflitt 1649. Coroner—Jacob 1. Barnes 1833, . I. Dallas 1649.
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The present county board eonsists of the following named gentle-
men: William H. Katz, of Monticello township; V. S. Ruby, of
Bement township; David Moyer, of Willow Braneh township; John
Kirby, of Goose Creek township; A. J. Langley, of Blue Ridge town-
ship; W. Mossgrove, of Sangamon township; W. L. Pltts, of Cerro
Gordo ; and J. A. Hawkes, of Unity.

Lincoln.—Even a history of this” little bit of the sfate’s territory
caunot be written without an allusion to this great and good man—to
Abraham Lincoln. During the first years after the organization of the
county he_came to Monticello for the purpose of practicing law.
McDougal, Kirby Beuedict, C. H. Moore and Mr. Gridley, were also
lawyers here during that time.

In 1856, duung the presidential campmgn Lincoln came to Monti-
cello to make a speech. The speaking was to be in the court-house,
and when the time came to proceed to said place, only two persons
could be found who were willing to walk with Abraham Lincoln
through the streets and to the court-house. These men were Ezra
Marquiss, Sr., and Joseph Guy, who carried the flag. The speaking
began, with these two men for aundience, but gradually the number
inereased until the court-room was nearly full.

- During the senatorial campaign in 1858, a very different greeting
awaited Lineoln, who was called by his party to speak at Monticello.
A procession. nearly a mile long, came down from Champaign county,
and another delegation arrived from DeWitt county, with the Piatt
county delegation in addition. A magnificent display was made as the
throng proceeded to meet Lineoln as he came from Bement. Douglas,
who had just fulfilled the appointment made by his party for him in
Monticello, met Lineoln on the hill, one mile south of Monticello, and,
aecording to Judge Spear, they arranged to meet at Bement, in I'. E.
Bryant’s house, npon Lincoln’s return to the place. At the time of
their meeting arrangements were concluded for the great senatorial
debate, which soon followed.

In the procession that went to meet Lincoln were carried many
banners with suggestive mottoes. One was: ‘¢ Cham—paign for Abe;
real pain for Dug.” After the crowd of some five thonsand persons
reached the old park, just west of Monticello, Lawrence Weldon, of
DeWitt county, made the first speech. Linecoln followed him with a
two hours’ concise and logical speech. ~ Dinner was sumptuonsly served
in the park.  Altogether "twas the greatest day Piatt connty had ever
seen. .
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It seems almost incredible that so great a change could come
over the public sentiment of the people of the county during two short
years. In 1856 the people would scarcely pause in their work to look
at him, while, in 1858, they were ready to literally earry him in their
arms.

The press.—Mr. James D. Moudy was the editor of the first paper
in Piatt county. A copy of this paper, which was printed in Novem-
ber, 1856, and called *‘ The Monticello Times,” lies before us, and in it
we notice the advertisements of some of the men who are yet in business
in Montiecello. Mr. Moudy, who only edited the paper a short time,
sold out to Mr. J. C. Johnson, who published the paperunder its original
name for a time. Ie sold out to Mr. James Outten, who edited it
under the same name for a time.  He then took Mr. Hassett as his part-
ner and the name was changed to *¢ The Sucker State.” Messrs. Gilliland
and Tritt bought these men out and were running the paper in 1859.
Thomas Milligan sueceeded them, and edited ¢¢ The Conservative ” until
1862, At this date W. E. Lodge bought him out and edited the paper
until 1864. During -a part of this time J. M. Holmes assisted him.
Mz, Lodge sold out to N. E. Rhoades and the paper was conducted
under the auspices of the Union League. Mit. A. Bates was the edi-
tor and publisher during the political campaign of 1864, and the paper
was called ‘“The Piatt County Union.”

Mr. James M. Holmes was the uext person to buy the paper, and
he printed the first copy of Vol. I of ¢“The Piatt Independent,” No-
vemnber 23, 1865.

Mr. Holmes published this paper under the same name for about
seven years, and then changed it to ‘“The Piatt Republican.” At the
end of about three years Mr. Holmes sold to Mr. Wagner, who im-
mediately sold out to H. B. IFunk, and in 1876 tlie paper became
known as ‘“The Monticello Bulletin.” After running the paper four
or five years Mr. Funk sold out to Messrs. Mise and Wagner, who in
turn sold to Mise Brothers. In 1882 Mr. Funk again bought the paper,
and under his present able management we have reason to expect a
good paper for the people.

In 1874 H. D. Peters eame to Montieello and began work on ¢“ The
Herald,” whieh was under the management of Seroggs and Peters.
Soon Mr. Peters became both editor and publisher. Ile has been sue-
cessful in his work, and still furnishes a very good paper for the eounty.
For the following items incident to ‘‘The Bement Press,” we are
indebted prineipally to Judge Spear and Mr. Eli Drum.
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In April, 1860, Mr. James Shoafl, of Decatur, and Mr. Outten,
began publishing the ¢ The Bement Union,” in Ireese & Co’s ware-
house. Muy. Shoafl’ made his editorial farewell in the paper of April
18, 1861, and went to the army.- After this Mr. Sanches served as
publisher for several months, when the paper was discontinued. The
next editors in the town were John Smith and John S. Harper,
after which Mr. Mit Bates started ‘“The Farmers’ Advoeate.” J. H.
Jacobs next published *‘The Bement Register,” and was suceeeded
by Mr. Connor. On the first day of January, 1878, Mr. Ben Biddle-
come issued the first number of *‘The Independent.” This-paper was
begun under unfavorable circumstances, but for several years made its
way quite well. -*The Independent” was followed by ‘“The Bement
Gazette,” published by F. E. Bills. ¢The Bement Gazette” was next
started by J. I. Chilson, who sold out to Mr. Eli Drom, the present
editor of the paper. A ecitizen of the town remarked that this was
Mr. Drum’s first editorial effort and that he was “ getting along finely.”

Cerro Gordo had one newspaper, ““The Cerro Gordo Times,” edited
by J. II. Jacobs, but it was discontinued long since. '

Some pioneer physicians in the county.—The very first settlers of
the county were their own physicians. They were herb doetors,
though a few had imbibed some ideas from physicians they had seen
in other states. :

Dr. Burrill, who was here in 1838, was one of" the first physicians
in the county.

Dr. King loeated in Macon county in 1839, and began practicing
both there and in what is now Piatt eounty. Ile received his medieal
education in Cincinnati, Ohio. There were but two orthree physicians
in Macon connty upon his coming west. Dr. King has honored his
profession, and is now enjoying a ripe old age in Decatur.

Dr. Iillis eame to the county a short time after Dr. King, and
remained for a short time.

Following these were the revered Dr. Hull, who came to this little
county in 1841. He seemed to possess just the right qualities for a
physician.  **The memory of him, as a genial friend, companion and
citizen, yet lingers in the hearts of hundreds of people; and as a high-
toned, skillful physician he has left an impress upon the minds of Iris
professional brethren, who were assoeiated with him, that will not fade
away during their lives. Ile was an ardent lover of nature and out-
door manly sports, whieh eontributed .no little to his generosity of
heart. IIis ear was ever open to the tale of distress and his hand
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ready to give. In fine, he was one of those strong natures, mentally
and phvswal]y full of individuality, the type of Whlcl) is fast falling
mmy

. C. R. Ward located in Monticello in 1845. He soon worked
l1imself into a very lucrative practice, the extent of which has not been
surpassed by any physician in the county. His death, which occuned
April 22, 1881, was lamented by all who knew him.

Dr. Coftin, now living in Monticello, came to the county in 1847;
Dr. Noecker in 1853; Dr. Knott in 1855, and Dr. Coleman in 1860.
(See their personal sketches.) '

‘We notice in *“The Monticello Times,” of November 6, 1856, that
T. Wheeler, A.M., M.D., was located in Monticello at that time.

Dr. Mitchell, now living in Bement, moved on to Lake Fork in
1853, and was the first physician at Mackville.  Dr. Prosser was
located at Cerro Gordo previous to 1860, and was piobably the first
physician of the place. Dr. Taylor was in Bement previous to 1860.
Dr. J. H. Leal also located in Bement a few years previous to the war.
He was in partnership with Dr. Taylor, and built up a fine practice.
(See his sketch.)

The pioneer physicians of the count) had trials that those of a later
date know nothing of. It was a frequent oceurrence for them to be called
to see a patient twenty or thirty miles distant. And ofttimes it was
not the distance that was to be dreaded. The ride would often have
to be made on a dark night, along muddy roads, and through swamps
and ponds. Sometimes the horse would have to swim streams, while
the rider on his knees on the saddle, held his medicine case ox the
bridle-reins in his teeth.

We heard a good joke told not long since relative to a physician of
a neighboring county. Ile was called to see a patient who lived on the
Sangamon, and accordingly, after bidding his wife good-bye, he started
in the dark night to ride across the prairie. After riding a long time
he came to a house. lIle alighted, knocked at the door, to hear the
question ‘* Who's there?” e answered by asking the way to the house
of the patient he started to sees What was his astonishment to hear,
instead of the requested directions, a lady’s voice questioning: ‘“Why,
William, is that you?” and the worthy physician found that he had
alighted at his own door, and was talking to his own wife.

Pioneer lawyers.—As has been stated, there was little work for
lawyers during the first few years of settlement in Piatt county. The
lawyers who werc here came from Decatur. Among the first who
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located in this place were Mr. Milligan, H. C. McComas, and A. T.
Pipher. Charles Watts was also one of the first lawyers here. W. E.
Lodge came to the eounty in 1859. A. T. Pipher and W. K. Lodge
have been in the county longer than any others now loeated here. The
personal sketehes of the majority of the lawyers in the county appears
further on in the book.

LPoor Farm.—The Piatt County Poor Farm contains two hundred
and ninety-three acres, and is sitnated about three miles west of Monti-
cello. A portion of the farm is in Montieello township, while the rest
lies in Willow Branch township. The farm contains sixty aeres of tim-
ber land. There are six acres in the garden and three in the orchard.
The almshouse proper is of brick, and its two stories and basement con-
tain eighteen rooms, six on each floor. The insane department is
apart from the main building, and eonsists ot a building 14X 24 feet,
which contains two rooms. These rooms are ceiled inside with un-
dressed lumber. There is no corridor. The windows are 13X 4 feet,
and are protected by iron bars. On the ontside of this building is a
yard 40X 50 feet, which is inclosed as an airing eourt.

Mr. Seits, the present keeper of the Poor Farm, took possession
March 1, 1877. At that time there were but seven inhabitants of the
house ; since 1877, however, there has been as high as fifteen at a time.
All inmates are expected to work about the house or farm, if able.
‘When Mr. Seits moved to the place it was in rather a poor condition ;
since his coming the amount of fencing on the place has been doubled,
two hundred rods of tile ditching has been done, two hundred trees
have been planted, and many other improvements have been made.
The farm at present is self-sustaining. The keeper’s salary is $600,
besides his family’s living. The connty’s relief outside the Poor Farm
is about $800 per year.

Piatt county jail.—This is in the rear of the sheriff’s residence, on
the jail lot, one block north of the court-honse. The walls are of brick,
lined with scantling and two-ineh plank driven full of spikes. There
are six iron cells in double block, with back to back. There is a cor-
ridor on three sides, while the jailor’s eorridor is on the fourth side.
There are six long, narrow windows, with ecross-bar grating. It is
heated by two stoves, and ventilated by the doors and windows. There
is a gnard-room next to the prison, next to which is a cell for female
prisoners. The building was erected in 1867.

Court-houses.—The first one was put up by Judge Rickets, in 1843,
right where the present conrt-house stands. It was of frame, and was
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afterward moved to the west side of the square, and was ultimately
destroyed by fire. The present brick court-house was erected about
1856, by Judge Rickets, George Dempsey and John Lowry. It
originally had a cupola on it, but a storm, some seven or eight years
ago, demolished it and, in addition, tore off'a portion of the gable end
and roof of the building. The lower floor of the building is occupied hy
the county officers principally. The eourt-room proper and two smatll
rooms are on the second floor. 1

Agricultural society.—This society was first organized in 1836,
and it now has between four and five hundred members.  Nearly eight
hundred shares have been issned at 85 per share. The fair ground con-
tains twenty-five acres, and its improvements and real estate are valued
at about 810,000. The society is out of debt, and has about $1,500 in
the treasury. Iov the last few years the fairs have been decidedly suc-
cessful, the first two or three days’ receipts being sufticient to cover all
expenses.  The present officers are Jesse Warner, president ; 1. P.
Thompson, vice-president; C. A. Tatman, secretary; and Theo.
Gross, corresponding secretary. The board of directors are W. H.
Plunk, John Kirby, Oscar Manstield, Horace Calef, Jesse Yoakum,
William Voorhies, A. D. Newton and John Goodson.

Loads.—The primitive roads of the county were the buffalo trails.
Following these came the Indian paths, and upon the white man’s
arrival, and for years after, the traveling was done in these tracks of the
red-man. However, the time came when the continual ineoming of
settlers formed a few roads. Probably the first visible road of the
county was that which led from Sadorus Grove to James Piatt’s cabin,
and on to the trading-house near the mouth of Friends creek. Not long
since we saw traces of this old road in John Piatt’s present door-yard.
After a number of families were located here, it was sometimes the
custom to break roads between the settlements by hitching oxen to a
log and dragging it throughout the distance, and ofttimes a furrow was
made to show where the road was. .

During high waters the Sangamon was crossed by means of ferry-
boats. Nathan Ienline and his brother kept a ferry near where the
wagon-bridge, one mile west of Mouticello, is located.

The first state road intersecting the county was that leading trom
Danville, via Big Grove (Urbana), through what is now Monticello, and
on to Springfield. The road extending diagonally across Blue Ridge
township, and which is known as the State road, according to one of
the early settlers in that vicinity, was never surveyed as such. The
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road was gained by people settling on it. It was used as early as
1832, and used to go by Cheney’s Grove. Probably Mr. Richard Webb
was the first to settle on it in this county.

It was five years atter the first settlement was made on Lake Fork
ere officers of any kind found the people. Williant Monroe got up a
petition that led to the location of the first local road, which extended
from Monticello to the head of Lake Fork, and on down the cast side
of the same stream. John Tenbrooke surveyed the road, and William
Monroe made the furrow with ITiram Heath’s ox team. After a time
William Monroe got up another petition, and this time ’twas for a state
road extending from Charleston to Bloomington, and in this county,
following in almost the direct route of the former road. Daniel Stickle
and Jundge ITughes were appointed commissioners, and George Heath
surveyor. A mail route was established, and the mail carrier rode on
horseback.

For quite awhile the mail of the county was all carried on horse-
back, and ofttimes unlocked saddle-bags contained the precious load.
Letters formed the principal bulk of mail matter, and the postage on
each one was from ten cents to twenty-five cents, and they were some-
times weeks in reaching their destination. According to the postage
law then, the postage could be paid at either end of the route, and more
often the receiver paid the expense than did the sender of a letter.

When the stage routes wers established, about 1839, the mail was
carried by stage. There are not many living in the connty who remem-
ber the first stages that passed through the county on the state road
from Urbana to Decatur. The arrival of the stage coach was a great
event in the week, and as the first stage driver sprang from his elevated
seat to the tavern door, for the time being he was the most important man
of the county. How curiously the collected villagers eyed each traveler ;
and the boys of the place weekly or bi-weekly surveyed the horses,
harness and all the rigging of what seemed to them thie most wonder-
tul vehicle that was ever constructed. '

The last stage-coach route of the county was between Monticello
and Bement, after the building of the T. W. & W. railroad. *“Uncle
Billy” Motherspaw was the able and successfnl manager ot this route,
and did we have nothing else to remember this man by, the many
deeds. of' kindness done by him while making his regular trips between
the said places, wounld be suflicient to cause the people to hold him in
remembrance a long time. Mr. Motherspaw is at present located in
Carthage, Missouri.
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Lailroads.—It was not long after the building of railroads through
the connty ere all stage-coaching was done away with.

What is now the main division of the Wabash railroad was con-
structed through this eounty across Bement and Cerro Gordo townships
in the years of 1835-56. Both ends of the road were being worked
at once during the time stated, and the connection was made, according:
to an old settler in that vicinity, between the present towns of Milmine
and Cerro Gordo.

The following statistics relative to the mlhoads in the eounty were
furnished us by Ml LI Bend it

The road now connecting Champaign and Decatur was chartered in
1861 as the Monticello railroad, but nothing further was done toward
the road until after the war. The charter was amended and the com-
pany was fully organized in 1865, -but the work did not commence
until 1867. The road was put in operation from Champaign to Monti-
cello in December, 1870, but it was not completed to Decatur until
about two years afterward. It continued under the same name until
the road was completed, after which it was consolidated with the
Havana, Mason City, Lincoln and Eastern road. The consolidated
company was transferred to that of the Indianapolis, Bloomington and
Western, and it remained a part of that road until the foreclosure sale
by which it was re-organized as the Champaign, Havana and Western
company. It is now a part of the Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific road.

The Indianapolis, Bloomington and Western railroad was chartered
as the Danville, Urbana, Bloomington and Pekin railroad, and was
built and put into operation through this county about or a little before
1870. The road was consolidated with the Indianapolis and Danville
road, and then became known as the Indianapolis, Bloomington and
Western railroad. .

The Chicago division of' the Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific railroad
was chartered in 1867 as the Bloomington and Ohio River railroad. It
was afterward consolidated with the Streator and Fairbury company,
and named Chicago and Paducah Railroad Company. It was com-
pleted and put in operation through this county about 1873.° It
became a part of the Wabash system in 1880.

The Havana division of the Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific railroad
was chartered in 1867 as the Havana, Mason City, Lincoln and Eastern
railroad, and was built through this county about 1872. The same
vear it was consolidated with the Monticello railroad, and with it was
transferred to the Indianapolis, Bloomington and Western road. After
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the foreclosure sale it became a part of the Champaign, Havana and
Western road, but was again consolidated, and now is a part of the-
Wabash system.

The Indianapolis, Decatur and Springfield 1:111r0‘1d was originally
known as the Indiana and Illinois Central road, and was commenced
about 1847. The company was kept alive, but nothing further was
done at the road until about 1872 or 1873, when the work was pushed
along to the completion of the road from Decatur to Montezuma.
Within the last few years the road was finished to Indianapolis,
Decatur and Springtield. In 1882 the road was consolidated with and
is a part of the Indianapolis, Bloomington and Western company.

The following shows the amount of railroad business done at some
of the stations in the county:

REPORTS FROM RAILROAD AGENTS AT SOME OF THE STATIONS IN THE
COUNTY. :

Mr. Barnard, of Bement, makes the following report for the year-

ending August 8, 1881:

Tickets sOldr. k.5 LS USSR L pt e ST B, 5o b RN E NS 3 (653 7/ DR, 3
Fraight e coimedr . T O i B e o N te o B vree o S 18,500 00
Freightsforwardeds ¥ v ERsts ey S S de Sl La ma i Nl 5. falai 23,.444 00

(o] I REAEE RS 50 b o e, 0.0 B O s o AT At ARt o $55,474 00

The business on the Wabash 1a1110ad at Monticello for September,
1882, is as follows:

X b (M D a MRS S - BB bl 0 e B &t ot Gt R e e - T 3 221 56
Ticket, salesCy .t . Uan ) LR G0 el U ol St G S I gPiaite L eg 3.1 1,195 15.
Ereight for wakded ™ 55 35S FPTOrsy. « Sy Sy 7 3o S R et st L. 3,028 96
Hrerght Tecerwtd ™ al v Piastaaien v e vtk P M PR 4,055 99

PR TN OTS ST T St SRS 8.5 an ol oo ¢, TR & 3 T8 B o £8,501 66

James Mahan, agent of the Indianapolis, Bloomington and Western
at Mansfield sends a report for six months ending May 31, 1882. Ie -
considers it a light receipt for the office. Usnally the freight forwarded
amounts to about $30,000 per year:

Ticketsyeolds VEgs S | Il am Sy i ek AT RN TS MR e 7 8 $ 2,392 50

Freight received ...... S8 e PO R AR S B o g i e aio ko s 1,925 62

Freightforwangied’ . e oy, S aaafiiny o T e i T SR % L s 13,547 85
1

Totalss s e ARy chy 4, T T S $17,865 97

The report from Cerro Gordo is that the business done per month
is as follows:

Freight, reGeived,, aboubh g s sy so. & iwte . 1 P SRRt R St e §2,000 00
Freight forywarded s abOuth-su. - ol b 5o sl bl RSN s L e, 3000 00
Tickets 3ol Al Ut e e hide e o oif e o o o VT NP RS A 500 00

N T e A AR R & B ST et S 2 T e RO i £5,500 00



CHAPTER VIL

THE SCHOOLS OF THE COUNTY.*

]:N regard to its educational prosperity, Piatt county has made
advancement equal to any county in the state, considering its age.
During its first decade its school-houses were few and far between.
They were built by donations of material and labor, and the teachers
depended upon the subscriptions of the patrons for a subsistence.

The school-houses were built of logs and the pupils sat upon slab
seats. The writing desks consisted of boards laid upon wooden pins
driven into the logs, and the pupils when writing faced the wall. The
windows in the earlier days consisted of greased paper, as a substitute
for glass, and the room was warmed by a fire-place.

The last of these primitive school-houses passed away in 1871,
when the old house on ¢“Stringtown Lane” gave way to the present
improved and commodious structure. To-day the county is dotted
with its school-houses, most of which are comfortably and conveniently
arranged, with patent improved furniture ; with folding seats and often
with folding desks ; with slated blackboards on which are used beau-
tiful crayons in place of the lumps of chalk ; with school-books finely
illustrated, sometimes with maps, charts and pictures adorning the
walls ; with suflicient means for rapidly heating the often high ceiled
eapacious apartments ; and with teachers who are generally, trained
by experience and special preparation for the work of cducating the
young. This change has ocenrred within the space of forty years,
and yet there is much to be done before we reach the ideal in education.

The estimated value of public school property, grounds, buildings,
furniture, apparatus, ete., in Piatt county as given June 30, 1882, is
878,927,

Monticello, Bement and Cerro Gordo have well-graded schools,
accompanied by high-school departments. The graduates of the high-
schools of Monticello and Bement are admitted to the Illinois
Industrial University at Champaign without examination. Mans-

* The greater part of facts for and arrangement of this article is due to the
kindness and labor of G. A. Burgess, county superintendent of schools. ,
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field, Milmine and Hammond have graded schools, and Mackville
employs an assistant, but has not two distinet departments.

TEACHERS' INSTITUTES.

During the winters of 1867-8 and 186S-9 teachers’ institutes on the
old-fashioned plan were held in Menticello, under the management
of J. W. Coleman, county superintendent. During the winter of
1869-70 an enthusiastie meeting was held at Bement, managed by
County Superintendent C. A. Tatman. At these meetings Dr. J. M.
Gregory, regent of the Illinois Industrial University, and President
Richard Edwards and E. C. Ilewett, of the State Normal School at
Normal, were the leading instructors. Prominent among those who

. MONTICELLO NORTII SCITOOL.

attended one or more of these three institutes, some of whom condueted
excreises, were H. A. Coffeen, T. J. Mitchell, II. E. Iluston, Mary 1.
Reed, T. C. Fuller, J. A. Iawks, C. D. Moore, the Poland brothers,
Amos Norris, Aunt:Lettic and Aunt Rachel Huston, the Suver
sisters, Anna Combes, Pamelia (Combes) ITughes, A. D. Beckhart, R. I
Tatman, A. T. Pipher, J. A. McComas, J. A. Williams, John Garver,
Nellie (Piatt) Mofiitt, Fannie McFaddin, Olive (Bryden) Piatt, and
Charles and Rudolph Weleh. : .
During the seasons of the two institutes from 1867-9, C. A. Tat-
man was assistant prineipal of the Monticello schools, and on both ocea-

sions exhibited class-work before the institute. At the first he brought
11
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forward a class of pupils aged from twelve to fourteen years and
showed how well they could solve problems by cancellation. Before
beginning he invited members of the institute to volunteer to work
with the class. II. A. Coficen, principal of the Bement schools, and Dr.
T. J. Mitchell, of Mackville, stepped forth and expressed a willingness
to show how well the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>